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CHAP. 1, 


\ 
Herein ts ſought, the Spring of on” 
Cerfiftionin'Thtiny of the firſt 


| / 047 | Faculties; which is the Undere 
anding. Page I 
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' herein i continued to- Bt fhoW#p,"That 
the $ ring of our; Carraption is not is 
the Underſtanding. 
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 Wherein ts confilered, F- Commer 4 *% 
Illufion which « between the Het | © 
and the Judgment, , 4nd how God ale | 
deſtroys it by his Grace. Pages | 
CHAP. V. 4 .. 
Wherein « continued,” the Search after th # 
Springs of our Corruptions, in cnfe | © 
derine the Motions and the Bemts f 
our Hearts. ih 


CHAP. VL. 


Wherein are examined the Faults of i # 
_ Love of our Selves. | al 


CHAP vii 7 

therein is ſhown, That the Live of 
Sebves lights all our other Aﬀeditin, } 
and is the general: Principle of ( of 
Movements. $ 


CHAP, VIII. 


Whereis is continned to be ſhewn, that "1 | 
Love of our ſelves, gives w_ "_ 1” 
our Movements. @J:: 


| MWherein are conſidered, the moſt general 
| Inclinations of the Love of our Selves, 
i and firſt of the defire of Happineſs. 8x 
C CHAY SN 
 Wherein,are conſider d the Tlufions which 
» Self-Lowve frames, for to, corredt the 
" defetts which it finds in the Happineſs 
it ſeeks after. = F 


ECHOED WH 
k | Wherein are conſidered the general Incli- 


ly nations of the love of dur Selves, and 
| the defire of perfettions. @ 


w | CHAP. XI. 
 Wherein the general Vices ate treated of, 
which flow from Self-love ; and © Fitft 
"| of Poluprucuſnefs RY 
CHAP. AXIL 


My herein are conſidered divers cha#4- 
wh ers of Poluprucuſnels. "130 
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 TWherein are confiderid the Feral irs | 
larities of Self-lovt a pavireny 
of Pride. | 1 


C H AP. X V. 
Wherein are examined tl the irregula. 


ties which \enter info the " CY | 
of Pride. T0: 
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Wherein is confidered the Second i irrees | 
larity of Priat. I] — 


CH AP. XVIL 7 I 
Of the Third irregulatity of our Pri, Wh 


which compoſes our vanity. 165 't 


E - CHAP...XVL...& : 
| FWhertin is continued the examinationd | - 
5 the charadters of the vanity of. | 


C BYA P./. XIX. 


Of the two laſt charatters of Pride, n 
are Ambition and Contempt oy 
. Feght our, vi] 
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CHAP. [, 


, Where ein ts ſought the Spring of Our Core 
gl rption, in 71 reating of the firſt of our 
T Fwaitteg which i the Underftanding. 


E do not believe, that 

the common Dehnition 

of the Underſtanding / 
and of the Will, of the. 

P ptenen and of the Heart, or of the Rea- 

[Ion and of the Appetite, as they ſpeak of 4 
Fe bike Schools, are proper to render our 3 
MoS More diſtix &-; but muſt follow a » 
8 I B FC  OLROm | ” : 


< FM 


I a a ; 4 't py <4 
* _' Cuſtom too much received. rhe 
Underſtanding, Judgment -or Reaſon, ol 


| Soul, being bs knoweth; that 1 IS, it cone - = | 


veth, judgeth , -reafoneth, remembiill \f © 


reflecteth, and deſpiſeth i its Knowledge in 
a certain Oxder. They call Hearg,or Will, 
or Appetite, the Soul; becauſe it bath Af. 
fections of Loye, 6 Hatted, of Deſire of 
Fear, of Joy, of Sadneſs, of Hope, or of. 
Deſpair, &c. They might perhaps, with... 


our too much deviating from the T 


Fi 
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' define the Judgment the Sokit,, beeauſt if © © 
' whderflandetb;, and the Heart the Soul, bn 


eenftte=trveth ; tor- as the Conce 
the- Judgments , the. Reaſonings, are 


the ſeveral manners of Knbw edge, "ti F * 


alſo certain that Deſire, Fear, Hope, 


generally all our other AﬀeRtions are Y 
the ſeveral manners of Love; but it 8 


not on that at. preſent we are to ſtop.” 


lt is "neceſſary here to know, 'whet a I | F 


the Source of our Corruption. is in the 
| Judgment, or in the Heart; whether W 
the Knowled e of the Soul, or in its Aﬀe 
ctions, be the Spring of” our Failing 
They anſwer, that it is not, in the Juds 
ment, ſince if it were, we muſt allow th 
Judgment to bz govern'd by the Heart, 

. ſtead of'the H:art being govern'd by th 
Judgment; for it wou!d' be unrealonably 
"og tÞts whiche | iS Icalt A os 20 
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| henis dnes Self. 3 

etnd by that which is moſt irregu- 
| how that — ſhonld draw the Rule of 
' ove CondudCt from the Source of our Cot. 
' xuption; for if it were fo; a Man onght 

tot to govern himfelf by his Reaſon, be- 
tore he hath a certain Aſſurance that God 
| i .an extraordinary manner hath inlighs. 
'8 ned him, and muſt wajr for an Enthuſiaſm 
'Y ve he can have the right co act in quality 
$ & a reaſonable Creature. - 2 
'F Likewiſe the Holy Scripture always at- ©, ©? 
W | = the Overſhadowings of the-Judg- - * ? 
; to the Evil AﬀeCtions of the Heart, =! 
"| IF our Goſpel is bid, ( faith St. Paul,) it is I 
" B hid ts thoſe who ſhall periſh, to whom the God 
# | "og World bath blinded the Underſtanding. - 
|| Kiseaſie to underſtand; that by the God 
| of this World, he means the Devil of 
"F} Concupiſcence. " ?Tis ſomewhat like this 
"' that Chriſt ſaid to the Jews, How can ye 
-Þ believe » fuce that-ze ſeek, Glory one of ano- 
LE It is certain, that if,the Deprava- 
_ | Jon were originally in the Judgment, is 

$ *ould carry. its natural Darkneſs vhrough 
1 al} It would be blind in the Study. of 
© Þ Fences, as it is in that of Religion, and: 
© would ſucceed no better in the know-' | 
6 " e of indiff. rent Objects , aboye all 
T7 oh en. ag are difficult, then of thole per« : 
| king. to it. When. an Eye $ covered D 
@ Film, or c they 0 an « Odſaaagt . 


1 
MB? ork: he 


Eo The + R 4 f = 
is no more in a condition of difcernj ing | &, 
- one. Object than. another: But whew ity 
2 Darkneſs ſprings from the Obſtacle "_ ' | 
9 Cloud, a Miſt, or | any other; exterior 
E Vail, it is more eaſie to perceive the Oh. 
ects at diſtance; and ir ſhall ſee altogether: 
clear when the. ſtrange Obſtacle ſhall.be 
taken away,without receiving any Change. 
in it ſelf. Let us ſay the ſame, - Thatiif 
| the Underſtanding were naturally darkend } 
41n it felf, it would wander in the Knees 
ledges of Curioſi ity, as in thoſe of. 3 
Intereſt, for it would carry its Darkne 
through all :. But becauſe it is covered bot 
with Miſts, -which ariſe from the Seat of | 
- Aﬀections, we mult not wonder if when 
- the Paſſion ceaſcs its Darknels is renny 
ved. -. 
This laſt. is of common Experien a 
A Man who ſhall have a rightneſs, of Wit; 
and an admirable exaCtneſs of Reaſon, for 
to comprehend that which is moſt occult F 
and intricate in the Sciences who knows10 
doubt of 'Things doubtful, to affirm the” 


- WESC 
FEE IF=<S, 
WE > 
ah; £ WOW 7 7 be, OM. : 
. 1 ” <hw.* at b= ES" Res ed ALE 
4 ke . ny = : TE OA hs nt AE 7 Re BT re es A 
'F4 " 4 - 24 EIS Tp 


—<} = Y To RT 


" 
True, to deny the falſe, to have a ſimple 

4 Opinion of Probables , to demonſtrate J ory 

; thole which. are Certain, who will not "in 


take the Falſe for the True, nor one ds 
3 gree of Truth for another ; has no ſoon ok 
4 2n Aﬀair of Intereſt with any one, but 
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him, his Reaſon" leans' to'the Will of his 
"D fi ires, and the Evidence confounds 'it | 
If with his Profit. *Whence comes theſe 
"Darkneſſes? From the Objects ? No; for 
"the Objects are abundance more ealie in 
this Aﬀair, 'than they were in thoſe high 
Sciences which he ſo. well penetrated. 
From "any natural Default of his Jadg- 
ment ? Still leſs; he has reaſoned pertectly 
well upon the Matters of Speculation ; 
cauſe him to ſpcak of Aﬀairs, provided 
they be = Afﬀeairs of another, he will 4 
teaſon with ghe ſame juſtneſs. 3 
” But if afﬀr havirg brought the Judg- | 
"ment of this Man from the Obj<&s of 
- Fences to the Aﬀairs of Life, you ſhould-. 
call it-back from thele to the confi deration 
of the Truths of Religion; you will find 
"| it may be his-Judgment ſtill more falls, 
* | and more ſubject to liluſions;; it is bec auſe 
+] 2 greater Intereſt produces likewiſe a 
F greater Deviation. A Paſſion, as Intereſt, 
| isvery ſtrong to darken Rea{on ; but all 
 $ the Paſſions which oppoſe Reaſon, areſtill 
e more capable of producing this bad. eftect. ; 
t' $ that jt is not as we imagine commonly, * .- 4 
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©} the degree of: Darkneſs which is originally * 
| "inthe Underſtanding, which -produces the 


"tumber of our Paſſions : bur ir is the num- 
Pal and the vehemence of the Evil Paſſions 
Four Heart, which make the degree of _Þ 
"i _ : wo it ; : I 
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© ding. 


. of-Gad, of Salvation, and Eternity ; 
. 1s convin gd of his Mortalit 


Piery as a Means very proper for to lire | 


' hot then acquired any new Knowledge, buk 


þ- - want of Light excuſes a Man of the Faults | 


Necc ery. a and loy oluntary. 


chi Darkneſs, hich i is in the Underſ n 


"That if the Underſtandipg were origi» |} 
nally darken*d, it cquld not he head, | 
but by an infuſion of new and extraordis_ 
nary Light, which is contrary to Expe» | 
riencez for the Underſtanding of a Sin | | | 
ner who comes to repent of his Sins, is 
nat filled with nther Ideas, and other. 
Knowledge, than thoſe that he had. befarez » |} 
1 ſpeak in the ordinary curſe of Thinggz” ? 
3 Man after his Converſion has the Ideas I 


yard of the | 


Frailty of Human Things ; he Jooks upon 


in Repoſe, for to die with Conſolation,” Þ 
and for to live again even after Death. ** } 
But he was perſwaded of all theſe 
Truths before his Repentance (for I ſap. 
poſe he ſinned not as an Infidel,) he has- 


his Knowledge 1s become from Speculative, 
as.1t was to Practical. It is ſo,that which 
Feſus Chriſt teſtifies in ſome part, when he* 
declares to his Enemies, that they would” 
be kefs culpable, if they had had leſs knovs 
ledge. Ir is certain in effect , that the” 


— which he commits, when the:Fault is of... 
For why 
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| ſhould any one be Reproached for not ſee- 

| lng that hich it is impoſlible for him to 

| "4 in effet? Likewiſe a Man cannot: be 
don'd whom we ſuppoſe nat to be 
lind, but becauſe he will be fo. He that 
1 | himſelf by the Heart, and not by 
"F a-natural default of Light, ſecs and ſces 
| ot; he has knowledge enough tor to per. 

"F ceive, that he followeth not that which he 
n | hath. It is by that means alone it appears 
"F tous, that we canreconcil: i wo Expreſſions 
of Scripture, which appear very oppolite z 
"for one while it accuſes the Sinner of 
Ienorance-, of Folly, of Srupidity-, of 
Blindneſs, of walking in Darkneſs, of not 
| knowing what he does ; and by and by 1t 
{| Feprehends © him for ſinging again{t his 
| Light, for reſiſting the Truth which'in- 
lightens him to be condemned by his own 
"Thoughts, and. reproyed by his Conſci- 
ence, ec. - All theſe Expreſſions are true, 
and are not oppoſite” but in appearance; 
the Sinner ſeeth and fecth not, he ſ:es by 
 $ the Underſtanding which God has given , 
him, capable' to perceive the Truth, and 
guide him: Hz fees not by his Heart, which 
--F:nds into the uppermoſt parts of our. 
Soul continual Clouds, which darken our _ 
WEL 
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” " Light; when they go about to ſatisfie this” 
| Difficulty ; the firſt which they name Spe-” 
culative, and the ſecond which they tame” 
Pratjical; they define them 16 by-t ef 
Effects, For the Speculative Light isthat” Þ 

| which does but ſwim (as | may ſay). in the” Y 
Underſtanding, that is to ſay, that which 
ſtops itſelf at the Simple Contemplationz” 
whereas we underſtand by the Pratiicat: 
Knowledge, that which ſtops not in the” | 
Tndgment., but which deſcends into hy” | 
Hearr, which gains the Will, which mg: ? 
tters the AﬀeQions, and diſpoles | Into Pro. 
Aice' what it orders us. But it muſt be 
granted, that we go not far in the Diſco. Þ| | 
very of Things by the help of this Diſtid" |} Ke 
&ion, becauſe in effeCt it ſays nothing elſs” } wo 
bar chat there are in us an effectual Know-' th 
ledge, and others which remain without || Or 
effect. If we look on it near, we ſhall find, Þ for 
that Knowledge is commonly Speculatige, ue 
or 'PraGical, according as It interettes, of | Ma 
as it intereſſes not our Heart. When we. yi 
conſider the Truth in the Sciences; we have” Þ ant 
but ordinarily a Specwulative Knowledgez po 
but. when we confider it in Objects that” } Gl 


g2n2Dme2me=nS=n>p=og. 


> Jn 


| intefe(s us, ſich as are the Affairs of Civil - Ls 
Life, or the Matters of Religion, we hate || abt 
It if it be grievous, or we. love it-if it be” g 


agrecadie, and leads us to the Action, or} '] 
o ro ngah according as it bears che on 8 


WLLW IL ) 


ofthe other of le two Chaſhters. 
"| This is that which is called Pradicel in' 
© Þ the School, it is a Truth that has ſome 
I firength. Now Truth draws always its 
= F ſtrength out of our Hearts; in effect it is 
-F of the Light of the Underſtanding, as of 
- | thatof Nature: Ir lights all, but it moves 
= | nothing by it ſelf; it has a ſhining, but it 
| hasno force; it can guide us, but it can- 
- F not ſuſtain Us. Men look on the Deci- 

= | ſons of Reaſon, when none but it ſpeaks, 
either as Dreams, or as dry Truths, which 

| aeworth nothing but to be forgot; they 
| conſider them as the importunate Coun. 
| {of a Pedant, who fatigues them with 
| Remonſtrances out. of ſeaſon, Tf: Men 

| would derermine according to Reaſon, 
Philoſophers would perſwade ſooner than 
Orators ; for the firſt have an exact Rea- 

ſon, and a good ſevere Senſe\, which 
weighs and examines all Things, and then ; 
makes juſt compariſon ;, whereas. the 0- 
-F thers often abound 1n Fictions, in Lies, 
| at&in Figures, which would, be but pom- 
pous and magnificent Impoſtures, it "ne. , 
ceſſity did not juſtifie / theſe exceſſes of 
Language, and if Men had not agreed'to 
| abate of their Signification : But becauſe 
©} they determine by Their Aﬀecions, it hap- 
F Tag contrary to Reaſon, that 'Orators 
; ox mogkch a great deal better 


L 
welt E 
o 
£ 
K& 
"M107? $2edh 
& 


Al IA QAA 


-£ it "X FILA F hs ES i MAP 4 R TR 
Pe OY 5 : 


The ART 


than Philoſophers, FAT of on | 
not. weigh the Reaſons, ay, its Ine > ref © ook 
and-that it weighs not the light, dira 4 'y 
its Profit, The Good draws us, the E ; 
makes us fly ; Reaſon it ſelf does neit 
the one nor the other ; but it 1s onlyid wy Whe 
much as it makes us perceive the Ob ft 4 ou 
And here, in paſſing by, we may know & +; 
the Error of thoſe who make the # ' FEY 
Arbitriment. of Man to conſiſt in is La 
differency of his Soul, in carrying © | MV 
. Not carrying him towards the Good which,” 
Is preſemed him. In truth this indil”'F 
rence 1s but in their Imaginations,, It t 
not in their Qbjects ; the Good: is not! i 
different to be good, or the Bad indi 
rent to be bad. It is not in the Real 
for it is not free to conſent to, that. wh 
appears falſe to it, or to reject the Teil 1th! 
It is not indifferent to judge, that 7 Na 1 *Y 
which appears an Evil to ic, is a Goody: 
and, that That which appears a Good: . i 
it, is an Evil. The Soul is got ;ndiffer + bud 
| to love or to hate that which it conceine 
for its Good; for if that were, it wol [ ws 
be indifferent to the loving or karighl * % 
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ſel, WHICH 1s Contrary to Nature. : # by 
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CHAP. II. 


+ (0h He in ws continued to be ſhown, That 
| the Spring of our Corraption i not in 
WET ® 


THEN we fay, that the Corrup- 
| I TY tion of the Underſtanditty comes 
he Will; we do not. pretend to .ad- 
, that all out Ignorances, and that. ., 
ir Errors, without Exceptions ſhould 
White Spring in our AﬀeCtions. For 
Wir the firſt, it is certain that they are 
| wa | to. be conſidered as Faults; it ap- 
Þ ntains not to Men, nar to Angels, nor 
S tes 
*Fiogeneral vato Creatures, how noble .n 
{they may be, to know all Things; i 
to | 5 the Charadter of the Supream Nog 
SJadof the Infinite Underſtandiog, on 
I rerns the Univerſe, ln general , 
I bt to count for nothing, all pe Ros. 
5 | "lich comes, either from that our Nature. 
{too much. bounded, or , from that the 
"F Vject-is too much elevated, or from the 
Þþ denty of - our Life, which is not ſufficient 
'l | our knowledge of all Things, &c.. for 
F-:| [ [i got a Crime to our Bodies Rot to be 
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Immortal, and it is not to our Under 
ifg not-to be lnfinite.. rl 
It is not the Ignorance of the wang 0 
of Nature, -or of thg- Secrets of Pro 
dence, which can be look*d upon a! 
Corruption of the Underſtanding; + 
Chriſt was. the Model of Perfection "7 
nevertheleſs he knew not all ow) | © on 
Man, becauſe he knew not the Day of | 3 
Judgment. , That which canſes the Car | 3 
ruption gf our Underſtanding, 'is thelþ | Þ 
norance of our Duties; it is that of air Þ % 
Sins, it is that-of Benefits which we hay | © 
+ received : z Ignorance which proceeds nt ©, 
from any defect of Light, and whichcan | * 
. not be juſtified in, any manner. It isnot 
likewiſe the Errors of Speculation, which'F 7 
ought to be look'd upon as the Vice «| *-4, 
the Underſtanding ; they are ſo ſinall,that'} 
God has often left them in the Souls which nt 
he has inlighten'd with his Revelation Þ = 
at immediate and extraordinary manners} + 
For we find not that Moſes, nor the Pro. | & 
phets, had any other Tdeas of the Sun; the] 
Stars, the Earth, &c. than thoſe that the Þ ©; 
Vulgar may have; and it was nor nece $ © 
fary likewiſe, that God ſhould make Phi | 
loſophers by Revelation, «thoſe whom. bt 
deſtin'd to the loſtcuction of the, 11 Wh 
Simple Men, WY.d 
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= Innings ones o 87. ir3 
ji "At bottom it is no great matter if the 
© ordioary Man deceives himſelf, in- repre. 
{| Keating the Stars as F lambeans : Bat it is 
* Wer. Irregularity that the Sages, who 
*| had ſo juſt Ideas of the Grandeur of the 
af Feavenly Bodies, ſhould look upon Eter- 
T zity, God, and Religion, as if they were 
bv Points, or rather Shadows and Appea- 
ances at a diſtance; Our Reaſon may be 
elighten'd with the firſt Prejudication, 
{ bot it cannot but be. blinded by the ſe- 
k : ond. 
FF As to. the-reſt; nothing is more eaſie 
than to juſtifie the Judgment, and to ſhew. 
| that it is not. the firſt Spring-of our Cor- , 
F rption, in examining its different ways 
: of Knowledge: For to begin; by the 
| ſimple Conceptions of the Underſtanding, 
there is not-an Idea in our Soul which 1s 
Fil in that it is an Idea, . that is to ſay, 
4 ithat it repreſents an Ovject to usz the 
x jets of Pleaſure , of Glory , and of 
: { it ſelf, have nothing Criminal in them- 
elves, becauſe it is permitted to know 
# theſe Objets, The ſame thing muſt be 
" faid of the Judgments of the Soul, and 
"of its Reaſonings. The firſt Notions are 
| ot Criminal, becauſe they are even of ſo 
£63 "46 and eaſie an Evidence, that ſo ſoon 
3 & the Mind reaſons, 1t perceives then, 
I Ti | Reaſoning IS a fort of Knowledge. 3 
W . | - which mo 
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which we acquire, and - which - 
deceive us, if not aſliſted by che 
' for we' are wont to ſay, that c 
Senſe deceives nv Man; for to New 
Man. naturally, reaſons well. 
Nevertheleſs we thuſt mark in p 
by, that in the order of our Knowle 
the Ideas have more force for to d 4 © ag 
mine our Will, than tlie Judgments ot or th } bn 
Reaſonings of the Mind; which is tw Þ 5 
generally ſpeaking. The reaſon is,. 4 bs. £4 


cauſe that our Knowledge, as we | : | 7 6. 


already remark'd, has not force of it; 

'1t borrows all the Aﬀe&tions of the H 

Thence- it comes that Men ſeldom | 
fwade, but when they cauſe to enter: 
I may ſay) the Sentiment in their Realolk, # 5. 
or in their Knowledge $ But in the” =| Prog 
ſons. you cannot make eater but a diſtanc ; 
Good ; for becauſe you are obliged it 
ro make uſe of Reaſoning for to make 
know, it is evident that it is not altoge 


ther near; whereas the Idea ws | | 


of *the quality of its Objeft, and: being? LS 
ſad or agreeable according as the Obje &ﬆ Þ 6, 


is one of the other, it makes you ſenſib } LE 
know by, it ſelf, that which Reaſanl : ' 


makes you only expet. But 1t' is 


there the Spring of Evil ; the Ircepulark 
ties come from that,that the Spiritual ldear 
make not Hear the prong pony 


Gul ; which the > SR aoas do, which : 
Ss to 1s through the Canal of Senſe, 
| evercheleſs i it alt juſt: that they ſhould 
ke greater, becauſe that the Sentiment 
Fthe Soul ought to. be more lively than 
| tat of firange Objects 3. and* that the: 
| Þ rience of Spiritual Things . ſhould - 
| $ ch us nearer than the Knowledge. of 
+ , which interefſes ns only in that 
ich is about us. The Corporal Ideas 

| mhich ſeem to be deſigned but for the 
| # $00 of the Body» which they guide 5 
EL whereas the Spiritual Ideas, onght to direct - 
ly þ- ir Souls. and condue them to the Springs 
b F of their Happinef: So that In as much ag 
M. bt tux Souls are mote precious than our Bo- 
© Us, ſo much likewiſe the Spiritual [deas 
SF ne naturally more important than the 
wh $ drpoceal : and as they are more neceſſa- 
0 ij, they ouzht likewiſe naturally to make 
> | aſtronger Impreſſion. 
BF © As 1deas are a iort of Sentiment, being 
= Rreeable or gricvons according to. the”. 
"| Characters of the Things they- repreſent, 
ej pauſe they participate of the Quality of 
3 | Geir Ov>jets; It may be faid without 
wal (& it, that they bclong in ſome fort to. 
"W.: q Aﬀ.Qions, or to 'the Sentiments of 

8 1 on fr Soul, -which are-either the Corporal 

ſiments as the Senlations, .or the Spiri. 
Fenthments as the: Aﬀections of the. 0 
Fw a t Y 


»% 


Is A 


3 | Heart. Fo. that” in Ferns Fe! the 
' Tyption of Man begins, becauſe that 
Corporal: Ideas make too lively and & 
ſtrong an. Impreſſion, 6n the Soul, wel 
nothiog..in oppoſitign to ' our Princ le; | © 
that the Corruption of. our Reaſon. com if a 
from that of. our TNT. TS 


_— 


"CHAP. 1. 


| Whos &5- ſought, the manner of a8 
Minds es. the Heart... 


x 
' 4 


——His Impoſtor of the Heatt which & bur 
celves .the Mind, does it.by rad 8&7 
_ tary Inapplications , by aftected Dill 4 
ns, by Ignorances where it plealt wy bj 
by;Ertors which ſpring from the 4 ifs! 
Deſires which we have of deceiving 
elves, and by the bent . which- ſets our 
Mind at diſtance. from all that avich ; 
Afflicting, and which ties it ſtrongly to 
that which is Pleaſing. 

. The ficſt Thing then that our - 
does, is for. to fill -us with unprofirabl&Þ fror 
Objects, for to_ draw us. from that. the 7 Wis 
Conſideration. whereof would py roy 
but. then the Sight-is afflicting for us. 
ul. amonglit pthers two ioear 1 1a ours 
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ich'we fear aboye-all'others, lelildiince 

be Idea of our Miſery,.and tha 6f) ouri 
' The 1dea of Gir- Miſery tr re 

: eds that of: the Frailry of tlie World; 
ih (d qur own: Mortality'; that of: ite Sins: 
'md'the Juſtice of God that of onr. Vie 
'*; and 'our\' Weakneſſes ;:and_-of the 
: iy me Which naturally: follows them.' The” 
a of our Duty comprehends a thouſand” 

'm yous Obligations tor a; voluptuous” 
| Y | as ours; fad for a Heart which nothin} 
| | doch but Pledfurez mortifyiog? for: our! 

ide , and inſupportable -to \Self- Love, 
h this means: Occupations the leaſt bind-: 
0g, the moſt infipid Diverſions; the molt : 
bi wren Knowledge, and the moſt diſagree- 
. ad :lnploys, become the” Object: of, our 

kpplication, or of our Search, 'as if they. 
þ ( Paake our Happineſs. N othing plea-- 
ks bat what makes us live in Diflipa- 

z every thing which makes the'Time | 
x inſenſ bly away , which: keeps us in- 
T yrance of our ſelves; charms us,.: Mind” 
bi -Gamett ter, who paſſes his' whole Life © - 
4 continued courſe from Joy to Sadneſs; 
FOI Hope. to Fear 3 He who-ſhonld'take - 
Hom: hit the tn;bilenc Jucceſſion of his 


ue | CO Woh, and of lis divers 4girations, 


Won [et dtake from him allucedly the Pleaſure T 
& By Wh” 'Bur be nor: ſurprized:; At it, This © 
itar gion mpicys him, - it is: = ; 
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he "_ himG@fohappy, provided. ox 
hub difpence with xcfie Nous en his Miſe 
On qheother. fidez' Hope flatrers him ey 
in the wif of hig:Lofſess. and oy W 4 T 
ſa: fcxible?-to- folaw! proces the Sights 4 T 
which: are: —_— to it, that hen ky 85 
wins, be thinks chap! he-cannot taſe ; and 
when he toles; it fills' him- with. noch "4 
bue:tho hopes of. viqniog. $0 Woonry | 
it with, Avery. other Profeſiians w _ 
Men'are imployed--i/The' Good and B 
follows! cach. 'ather jn-its turn, and'ay 
link'd, as Expctiance "does but tog 4 
inform us! 'But:: ur: Soul" is: coſta it 
never faſtening. its: Neſires bur. on/ry 
which flatters. itz] and when it-meets with. | 4 
"Evil, 'io ſtead of Gaod which it had hong Li. 
far, 'it frames ta it felf an imaginary nu i 
city compoſed of its awn Wiukong, Give 
unt@'an ambiriaus Man what he demands, | ;- 
Placeihim in the Rank he doth wiſh for, | 


with: difficultyc will he acquire any er | the 


Advantage than that of conceiving new. 
Hopes, and framing to himſelf new ms". 
Poſtars.. We love-War, / not as a hazars Þ& 7: 
dous Profeffion , which Puts vs We 
danger; 'or as an'inconvenient Proſe sf bY 

which } makes . us ſuffer very mach but 
becaule-' employs our. Mind and our Heatt* Þ} 
by the excream variety of Qbjefts ahi wy; 
W.4 * 44-"< puke hy ns that ic akon 8; 
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- "Knowing es Self. 29 4 
hat Fternal Agication of the-Sout which © 
'* as it ſelf, and feoks Matter for newlila> 
£ ions wherewith to feed [it (elf, It "is 
| edible how  much' the Illuſions of the 
art expoſe themſelves in the Affairs of 
il Life. | We begin by deceiving, out 
elves; atd after that, we-deceiye others 
b- We Can, | Believe us not, neither on our 
* Faith, neither on, our Probity, neither on 
| "pur Fidelity a hundred times proved. . It 
"F itrue, that we have the Maxims of Equity 
"1 ad Right in onc Minds, which we are 
F wont to reſpect ;,, but the Corruption 
"F which is-in our Heart plays with theſe | 
TY | Mazims... What imports. it that 
Þ "reſpect the Law of Juſtice, if this' be 
þ 2 in that which pleaſeth me, or. 
J viich agrees with me; and if it depends 
if | «amy Heart to perſivade me, that a Thing 
$ I juſt, oc that it is not ? Truſt noc your 
$ @lf there, 'the Virtue and the Juſtice 
rotzh all our Attions, which have gained 
| the. Reputation, are wichour; they ap- 
| pear but. ro atrradt your Confidence : Bat 
| htc is in our. Hearts for ro make 
| Reaſon att as ic ſhalt pleaſe, and it hideg+. 
TY MEH there for to ſurprize you with the 
" - more facility, That which is moſt ſad is; 
| | tc one Ildfon brings forth ſeveral o- 
| ts; for as a Heart interefled for ro 
' Þic0 xcop7 the Hdgeneet in i:s' favour 
Ba di don St At i SEAN i. 
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againſt the Truth PA, 1 know t nt 
bow-many probable Reaſons, but alle ot 
_, #0 prop its Pretenhons, the Soul- 1 <> 
'_ affefts its Reaſons conſi idering them with [3-7 
Pleaſbre, and often renewing'them:t ik | 
1ex, and: looking on their belt fide; co 3 $ 
inſenfibly to.take the degree of his boo 
cation for” the,degree. of their Eyidenct - 
and+ then it receives them as' ertaly | 1 
Maxims; it makes Prejudices, which ing | : 
falſe, ang ſuppoſed conſtantly as true;! 
come \to. it an Eternal Spring of Woke on | * 
and Error : Add thereunto, rhat when I \&s 
an Afﬀair we: have prepoſleſs?d our ſelves F ©: 
unto our Advantage. againſt 'any ot, i be Bc 
Hatred ' that - we; have- to his: Pretennolr oF |; 
makes us condemn all his Reaſons, _ ? 4 l | 
them: who have -any relation with tho Fj; 
whom he. has. imployed to defend is | j 
Cauſe z as it is ſeen, that the Hatred which Þ ,, 
we have conceived. agamit a Man who F 
'our Enemy, will make us” hate an indige- n - 
rent Perfon, if. he have but any Lines 0: 
Conformity with him , and | tave you: of, 
judge what Iofrences theſe "i © 
_ have afterwards vpon eue Actions, aan oe 
upon vur Condutt, = 
But to come back to our voluncarylf N- 264 
ftrations and Diſlipa: 1onþ. Nothing 10M ny-. IF 
Opinion is'more exrrao: dinary than WER 
Mo arid. of Damercitaey WwrO, 4 reriſt 
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Knowing ones Self. "= "0 


'ving judged the Aﬀairs of the Abdenices 
for a long time with an Exactneſs "and 
Judgment wherewith all 'the World was 

'F charmed, looking upon this' as a baſe 

2" & -ypation, and willing to live for him- 

8 ff he abandons the Society of Men, and 

F retires into a Deſert for to tic himſelf to 

"|| the Study of Wiſdom, and to the Know- 

| edge of Himſelf, where Hypocrates, who 

"| thought to come and heal him of his Mad: 

"FN meſs which all the World thought him 

| polleſd with, found him employ*d- in 

- F toc ing the Extravagancies of Human 


£4 There is no Charafter -of a Hero fo 
S | Fe ing as that of a Man, who dare 
: | laltain che ſight of himſelf. It is true, 
A} that the Retreat of our Philoſopher gor 
* | tim the'Eſteem of the Sages, of whom 
|} hte made more accompt than of the Vul- 
ir: He was, it may. be, ſuſtained+in this 
* | O:fign by the defire of makiog himſelf 
* | talk'd of; it may be,that uhT Approbation 
” | of the Abderites d1d oot appear conſide. 
= | fable enough unto his Soul pa{ſionated for 
+ | Vain-glory: In that caſe he is not fo 
| Much alone as we may imagine; he quits 
*F i9t the Society of the Abderites, but for 
J "7h in becter Company ; and he retires-. 
FX into the Country, and into the Deſert, - 
«for to. be more in the fight of Human 
"FRA C 3 _ Thas | 
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There. is prodigy _ > ks leſs reaſys 
table than the Diſcourſe of Cynevs. $0.70. 
»bus, which the Hiſtory .relares as-full 'of 
Wiſdom ; (reſt; your ſelf without; goings 
ſo far.) This Man, did he imagin thats | 
Repole was. ſo eaſily to be uſed? Pyrigs of 
woold have - ſooner beaten, the aithy 

. ſybjected Italy, .Ccily, and\Garth::ge, thatlt. 
hg, would have cooguered the Repugnances! [| 
which his Heart; naturally had-4@Repoloyt f| 
Jet this importone counfel /(him,,, becatifer I 
that this' Repoſe ſufſereth hin not $0.bay 
oar-off himſel, as he wiſheth. - _ $ b 

The preateſt part of Philoſophers be i 
ving- found the Study of Man:fomething” 
too painful, have caſt themſclyves onthe! 1 ' 
barren Contemplations of Nature; thets: By 
they have found Charms on one ide bes: 
cauſe they poſſeſs-them, and on the other: 
fide becaute they diſtingu ſh them from: 
other Men: For to ſay by the. by, It 1s.al; 
Ecror.to ſay,that our Soul loves the Truthg. 

10 that it is Truth; there are no greaten N|_ 
nor no more certain Fruths ,, than the” F 
Fruths which all the World knows; ne | 
veitheleſs there are none mote indifferent,/ E | 
Whence comes. that? Ir is becauſe the: ' 
T:uth,doth not appeer- 10. Us amia *1 
en0dgh for it ſelf, but only 1 as mncb- 

it Cax \aguP us. 
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F Thus if the Sages themſelves frame an 
Eternal-illufion by the Effort of their Paſz 
 flons, 1t-may be imagined: that the ordinary 
£ (} * fort of Men is not exempt from the volun. 
' tary Darkneſſes, of their Hearts ; Every 
8 Paſſion has a particular Impoſtot. The 
Paſſions formerly framed unto themſelves 4 
| Religion agreeable to them; it was the 
Pagan Religion, They-could not da alto- 
| aether the. fame thing in the Sunſhine: of 
| Chriſtianity : Nevertheleſs they do what 
* | they can for it;' and if they do not intire- 
* || ty ſacceed, they want but little of obtain», 
5 ng theif Ends, They :.do fo prodigiohſly 
 diſphiſe the Holy Religion which ' Zeſus 
1 ' Chrif has brought into | the World; and 
| which declares War againſt all the Paſſions, 
| | [tiscertain;' that all-the:Vices have each 
| its Moral there is one Moral of Intereſt; 
- | one Moral of Pride, one Moral 'of Vo« 
|} hpruoaſneſs; one: Marali'of: Vengeance &c, 
- | cording as thefe Sights potot their 
4 - Maxims in-our Underſtanding. We muſt 
| not be then ſacpriſed, becauſe that: when 
| the Truthy appears to Tight us, the Heart, 
; ets ic, and ſends it back, telling. 4t 
Yano the! ſame thing which Felix faid to 
| Saul; (For this time get thee gone, and when 
hab bzor an opportunity: I will call theo 
= |: >; ) Nevertheleſs the Heart takes \ great 
» 3x4 A | a" this Truth ſhall not one! to 
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- repreſent itſelf fo eaſily ; fot that ir'ti< m1; 
not hear its Voice, it fills ir ſelf with't| | 8 
Noiſe of the World ; and that'it may ry | F © 
be obliged to- conſider that! which it. | Q TT 
ſaverainly -1imports* it to know, it fils'ie + 
ſelf with a thouſand Objects, the now: | 
kdzge whereof is unprofitable'to it; 
Sometimes it is/ forced to make' a colt 
pariſon between two'ObjeRts,' one whereof i ; 
is the .Object of 'a Legitimate and Reaſ | it 
nable-Detire, and another an Objea"ﬆ F_ 
Temptation and Icregolarily; IC mult rake - 
one part, Realſoa' is called for to judge; | 1 
and to decide. But with what Partiahty $ # 
doey it acquit it ſelf of irs Duty ? If thee 
be ten degrees of Evidence in the Objett * 
of Duty , the Soul perceives ſcarce two; 
the others are hid from it, becauſe'that 
- they manifeſt nor thernſelves but i in 2 pat. 
ticular Examinacion which the Soul is ap- 


prehenfive of, and which it never makes 
but againſt its awn Will, On the con- 
trary, "the Obje<t of Temptation appears F 


tO it in a ſnil-Light, it turns it an all Lides, 

It {ets it felf againſt all ics Faces, becaule F 
that this Conſitſeration ties ir mare agrep- | | 
ably; the Soul' is inventive in finding {a * 
vourable Reaſons unto its Deſire, decals 1 

that every on2 of theſe Reaſons gel : 
ferfible Pleaſe; iris on the contrkr bl er pf B+. 
fone 9: poo thoſe migek 6 are Toner x 
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th hough they were never ſo plain, becauſe "i 
that it-is-forry ro find that which it-looks 

pot for, and that it, conceives i that which 

7 t receives not, but with Re! So. the / 

$ Heart breakin the Reflexions of the Mind 
hen. ir pleaſes, turning away its Thought 

tothe ſide that favours its Paſſion, compa- 
$ ting Things in the ſenſe that it pleaſes, 
| voluntarily ” ſorgetiton that” which oppoſes | 

F it ſelf to its Deſires, having bat cold and 

anguiſhing. Perceptions of its Duty z cons 

tividg on the contrary with indearment, 
"with Pleaſure, with Ardor , and, as often 
| ® it is poſſible, all that which favours its 
Rents, ic is not" to be wondred, at if it 
\ play with the Lights of its Underſtands 

8 ing; and if it finds that, we judge- of 

"Things, not according to Truth, but aG- 

 rdiog to Our Inclinations, 


"8 - 
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ot rafts. w ir A Pp. 1v. W. 
Wine " Hinfldeved, A Commit nub 
Tluffon” which is between the 7h , | | i 
adi Teri, od hon Gol diy i 
cy it " his Gif 6. F i bi 
TT might! be thought; That if theH t 
 corrapted! :this Judgment ; eg 
ment filed- with falſe Brejudices ſhould 
its corn corrupt-che Heart, in returning it 


Datkaeſs, and nouriſhingyiT with 
which ithath received; 14 + 


In this State jc is eaſie to conceive, th 4 


the Corruption of Man cannot: be- cu | k 


by Natural Remedies :: For in this Er. Þ * 
nal Circle. of Illuſions and Wandrings,. 


which makes the Judgment deceive they it 
Heart, and the Heart deceive the Judge 6 
ment ; from whence can come the Light, | ®a 
and the Truth? If you would inlighten”! [HIS 


the Reaſon of Man, the aﬀections reje&F l 


that Evidence which you preſent them |'® 
if you undertake to correct the irregulae”F; 


rity of theſe Aff:tions, you find that your y Pp 
cganot but-in making the Soul ſee in what p Ira 
Wandrings and. what Precipices it is i * 
'gaged, : which it cannot do ys it's : 


-. 


& 
4 fs Figs 


i# wa oNes — 6 "3 
whghtned. [So that ;the Heart- cannot be: I 
ted but by the Reaſonz;the Reaſon! 
Ir ne t be inlightned bat by the Commerce 
b it hath with the Heart; - What: is: 
ſhall remedy this'Diſorder. Invent; 
if | y rp: Judgment end Imagination at 
| 2 | k2:You au ind no other Cauſe ca«- 
Fibe to produce the 'Effect, than God: 
I timſelf acting by. his Grace. 
i Then in that it is reaſonable to. think, 
L& tht: God, who knows ſo: perfectly: the: 
| Sul of onr Evil; begins our- Cure 'by- 
| erecting the Default from: whence alt: 
© | its other proceed. + 'We' have already: 
F kad; that the. firſt Root of this Diſorder” 
Þ aabſts in- thar, That -the Imagination 
| {ils more lively in- us than'Reaſon; that” 
[wo fay, that the Corporal Ideas make a 
+ | ſong and lively Impreſſion in our Soul, 
I nhile the Spiritual: Ideas make them 
{it faint. and languiſhing, It is cafe 
»_ | 'vconcetve, 'to the end that God may re- 
— | Sabliſh- our Soul in the right State where 
1 {ought to be in that regard, he muſt 
t {caſe by his Grace, that the - Spiritual 
+ | *3 of our Duty, 0 of Vireve, of Eteroi- 
= 8 &c. do make a more lively and ftrong, 
1 iopreſſion than they were accuſtomed ta 
| frank and that. on the contrary, the 
| of the World , of Pleaſure, of 
__— and in | general of all bl 
— bible 
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ſible Goods, ſhould make an tmp 
lefs lively and ſtrong. © 
- Ged does the firſt in fixing 
toal Ideas in the Judgment,” in the fo 
ow in rendring. them agreeable, ane 
the third in extending them.” Gree ly 

good Ideas: in our Judgment, as" 
choly fixes Melancholy Ideas 1n the $ 
A melancholy Man cannot. drive froth 

ndgment all the grievous Ideas which 
-MiCt its they; return z they follow 
every where. © So the wholſome Ideas 
which we ſpeak, 'being fix'd by Gra 
cannot pur them from us'by the Effc 
pur Corruption, they return: they reps 
ſent themſelves anew ; they. reprinn 
Cupidity, and ſtop its Overflowings:- ney" f 
prevent even ſometimes the Refl-xic 15/0 | 1 
our Judgment; for a Man 1s ſeen todohy® 
good Attions, as by_Inſtinct. and wichol 4 
Reflexian, becauſe he follows without: jeſs! 
ceiving' the Ideas which Grace has db 
his underſtanding, God extends the $ _ 
ritual Ideas infixing themin our Jadgmes , Yi 
by his Grace ;'that is to ſay, that he makes&"'F ;,5 
us cotſider the Spiritual ObjeCts in thell ir | 
juſt Grandeur, 'and under their natuayrÞs 
Farm, Upon which is tobe remarked,tl 4 
the Ideas of Piety baving a forr of oppd B 
ſicion. to the Ideas of the World, the oe, |* 
Fanny be ex:end;gd- without coatr; hl 
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þ other. '"The Idea of Time hides that 
Ecernity; that of. Eterniry contracts 
| it of Time: +. 

As It's the Pleaſure that Self. Love 
akes us.” takes 'to confider- the Ideas of 
& World, which extends them, and fixes 
Mm in our Imagination, the Soul makin 
7 ; afd'Eternizing,* as much air eah 
u that which is-agreeadle'to itz"{> 

may be ſuppoled, that Grace cauſes the 
Id od Impreſſions which the Spiritual Tdeas 
ke uport us; that is to ſay, that it affixes 
Kd extends them, in accompanying rheth 

«certain Sentiments6f ineffable-Jo 
Id Conſolation, which the Scripture calls 
je while, The joy of the Holy- Gboſt';' ant 

K. bther . while; Tbs Peare of God which 
| Z b ſeth all Underſtanilinh + 'As the Judgment 
; plied "by our - Paſſions 'unto Corporal 
Þ ldezs, may be called in fome'ſort the Un« 

| 1a of 'the Man that periſhes, the 
1 Jdargent-applied by the_Grace of God 

© | ito Spiritual Ideas may be called with jilt 

{© ſon, the Underſtanding of the Immors 

wy | "al Man: The difference which is berween 

+ Me and* the other, is extreamz the one 
LF Weceives ic (lf almoſt ever, the other 
oF #foly ever deceives It felf at all; for as 
2 ir Errors, ar leaft our dangerous Errors, 

ll bt ye their Sprivg 12 the violence of our 

Wlors, and that theſe Paſliogs Canno? 
*BY due... 
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ut bevery moderate in a Man who gr 

{gr by the ſight of Eternity, 0d. 

that of Temporal Things” ong 1 
Fo Pes that this Man is not; ſubje@ to 0 tle | 
Wyſjons which generally. deceive us, -- of | 

\ The Immortal Mad fiading niſl © 
rious in his Nature, Bleſſed io the $ 
Which Religion propoſes to him, and? 
vated above Time , and the- Wor! cld 
agony and by Religion, has noth 

9 to fly the ſight of himſelf, nor 

ing allied by the conlideraton 0 


' Diverſions 2re._not for his uſe, 2 les 
ſach Diverſions as. the Man of he Wi 


wiſheth for; For 'he does .not only 
After the Refreſhment of his Body, at 
Recreation of -his Mind; there wouldt 
nothing but what were reaſonablerin th 
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Deſign; ' but he ſeeks after very eagle 1 L 


may , imploy him ,- an hinder him 


ſeeing: himſelf, That which ſhews-i tis | 
that after the Repoſe and the Refreſhnew FI 


he ſeeks ſtill for Diverſion ,. and 


therein Charms ſo- mach the greater, bl | 6A 
he cannut be one moment given up to. Þ £ 1 wY 


felf 'withour a molt frighcſul Troubly 
which comes from this, Thar the Welg 
of what i is paſt, which is no more ſor in 
butan Object of Regret, and what's! 
come he 1905s npon as an Object oh Da! 
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4 warn. 3x I 
pct arp forto load © * 
Heart with all their Weights; and to 
>) it inthe ad /Reflexions 1of af in- 
: Miſery, '-Bug.'the Immortal Man 
| = 45 AMatter iof Taopble,cvery 
| frog make him go out-of Himſelf; 
l un i $ apgry Wh. the impartupate Vails 
; hide him from-this Grandeur abd 
the. Qpjets,which @{pend4rhe: J 
'" þ be fiods:19 knawing himſ{gif well” 

» | ©The Immortal Man deceives nobhimſeif 
Bs \Spoti ent, -bjs Paſhons are moderated; 
"F ikcayſe:he' cannot take but;a finall partrof 

gs. which-baye+i fo little. relationt ts 

& extent of his-Qurancez, and1he ſees 

| $duk clearueſs, becauic he confiders all 

| | Rings with indifference, | Prige poſictics 

{ | not; Men do nog value dcing eſteemed 
| 0! Place where they able. biy@n inſtant; 

« | v6 _ ers not himſelf.4x0 be.prepoſiel(y'd by: 
_ - his Reaſon is-nbe.Pegtal for his 

Wie, becauſe he-:hath found an- infi- 
| lacreſ: to pPcDnge himielt with< 


74 : ' k 
of” | þ ind certainly IE; May be Gig that it 
o | pertains nor but to: him ſoc-t0/ have 
Eid Senſe and/Prydence. © Let a Man be: 
ve © bl k /to- gain Riches, ro conquer -0F' toy 
PP. | £1. Provinces : If he knows: no more 
pes, tha Z {that , he 4s void- of Senſe; he - has 
| an E:likiee ith 2 great deal of; 
None 


4 Reaſon; PP: he on laid che Fou 
on the Sand. 

The Mewof the World + ate: wiſe 
in the choice 'of the''Mcans- whie 
uſe for toAutceed 'in' their 0am 
they ace 'the moſt: ſenſeleſs in os 
of the'End which chey propoſe tot 
felves.:-'Jt appertairis noriibur to the 
mortal'!Man to be equally” wile 
choice of the End, and that of the 
and by .conſequerice thereis/no _ 
Judgment, of Right, of Reaſon, of 
Sent and*Prudence, -but in' the lat 

'TheiGoſpel forniſhes- vs/ with « 
friday Example of this Elevation h im 
Perſon of  Feſi Chrift, in whom we 
not only an Immortal - Manny: bur like c "| 
the Prince of ſmmorrality. - One isa 
equally ſurpfiſed to find' him a God! i 
creeps upon "the Earth ,, and conv er A | 
among Men; and 2 Many who is al FW Þ phi 
in Heaven, and elevated above all _ | wot 
poral Things. « Conſider the pure. 200 
lively manner with which his Diiciples 188 
late to'you his DoRrine, his Actions, "and 
the divers Circamitances of his Life; = 
you will be perſwaded, that they had: _ |; i 
adeſign to make a Picture of their Diviae Þ & 
Maſter that ſhould flatter; . for. certailſh Þ an 
'it-may be ſaid, that thoſe poor Peg ©. 1h 
did not know even well enonght the hoe Nha 
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| Hnroe for to ſucceed in making A 
je nouſt agree, that Jeſus Chriſt, of whom 
1 ; ey make vs the Hiſtory without' Study, 
{ and withont Art, makes'appear an'Eleva- 
Fon till chen unknown :' For ſee here the 
it who ads and ſpeaks as an Immortaf 
'F Man, and who teaches Men to govern 
1' i heniſelves by the proſpect of "Eternity 
'F | ſeeks not that which may draw hin 
n the Duties of his Charge, or to di- 
| were him from rhinking of Hithſeif ; - he 
'l þ nds the Days in Inſtructing the: Flocks, 
$ | Þ nd Hike Nights in Praying to God. - That 
| which makes the ordinary Object of the 
Envy of Men, makes that of his Diſdain; 
4 | a not ambitious of the Eſteem of an 
& | Man: he does not thruſt 'himſelf nigh 
'Y m ltd thoſe who are able to do him good 3 
# | t& has nv baſe Indulgence, nor falſe Com- 
& | plifance for any Man whatevet. One 
| would fay; That he knew not Nature, bit 


d for to take the Emblems, which he made 
= | iſe of for to lead Men unto God. His 


d Friends are not thoſe who have any Tem- 
\Þ poral Proximity with him, but thoſe with 


2 vom he has relation in God ; that is to 
no hy, thoſe who are truly his Diſciples, 
WF nd who do the Will of his Heavenly Fa- 
=y ler. He defines the Fooliſh and the Wiſe 
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nity, n, hot. at Kron: Ws *2 
2s 1s. neceſſary for to ſet. at liberty 91 


-: They may, me ay That ml t a "Nl þ 

intimate Commerce that be had with,] 2&1 & 

Eternal, Father ſhould ,not fill Ul Ads 

with Supernatural n fomhe his 

which diiingaged him from the 

of  rmong — ſuffice for 7. 

him from being {ubjet to the. "ing low 

which deceive ordinary Men... - -, 4 
Buc,havi ing conldeced the firſt 0 a : 

AC Itixs, Ken that it. is. not. incur 

vdgment,, that is, the ficſt Spring of. - |. 
DEPRIons we wult cook der © tt, 
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= dering tht Motions and the Bents of 
; & Hearts. 


* 


tions hich are. He Jn abi 
i b, and "which" makes oF Wore 
att il Light, which not only dg 


S: ate of comin 4 back from' our Errors : 
fhere are Vkewiſe in our Hearts prima! 
Aft tions which are neceſſarily lawful, Sen- 
Weds, wirhour' which the Nature of "Man 
j buldnot be, and which not. only do not 
- fontain Corruption in themſelves , but 
which ſerve ns, when they are well guided 
0 bo. make” us come back from our Vires. 
Ach is the Natural Love of Efteem, the 
we of our Selves, the Care of our Pre- 
vation, the Deſire of our Happineſs, 
themſelves theſe Paſſions are good be- 
| tauſe that they relate naturally to the Good 
|" Man, There ate two ſorts, the one 
3 $1 ſhich. the $9: -holaſticks call Proſequutive, 
ef oh tc "_ (LEY .carry Us aura Good; the 
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46 ">The ART of 
other which they call Averſative, 
they ſet us at diſtance from Evil. as | © 
they tend to our *Advanitage/by the inten. F * 
tion of Nature, it is very-certain ths t key | 
*relate\to our Loſs by an effect of ourCo> I} £ 
royption, and-.that artives then when fa alle 
\Goods cauſe to. ſpring. in'our. Hearts:trye 
AﬀeCtions ; then when we. go-burt-ſlowly Þ * 
towards that which merits all the Ties of 0] 
our 'Soul,,; and:.that. on: the contraryime 
&eſice, with all the Ardor. that we AE» 
Pable,of,, the Goods whi at. an 
Undifferect | Tie; for then we overthrow 
_ all Things, for we change the End into 
Means, a and the Means into End; we re- 
cipitate our {elves in., our. Actions; 
wander in .our Condu&; and it is found, 
thar-rhe ſhadow of Good makes us loſe 
the'Spring, and for to. un afcer' Appee: 
Tances WE: loſe .the Truth. : From. thence 
ſpring all our Vices, to the ſearch whereol 
we ought to apply our {clves, becaiiſe It 
is they that do make the corruption of 
our Heart, SY 
Then when we ſeek for the Spring of 
our lrregulacities, it is certain that b D 
muſt not ſtop at any one of them in pa 
ticular, unleſs it influences over all, the 
| others, It is evident, that the Root of 
. © our natural Evil doth not conf. in an "0 | a 
ola Cular F..; Cougng c of " Tepeiouy 7 
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, 4  Xupicg ones Self. hr 1 
'Þ bec: nfs that they who haye. a Tempera> 
I wer 2 oppoſite unto that, ceaſe not being 
- | corrupted. It is not [ncereſt, which is the 
2 |* | i gciple of our. Evil, becauſe that ordi- 
Tn bly it hath ſomething that is incompa» 
e with Pride. .It is not Pride, becauſe 
th at in ſome ſprt oppoſite to [ntereſt. 

© Nevertheleſs it is certain, that there 
| Tk ſome Things in which the Vices are 
| oppoſite, . and ſome Things ins which they 

goree : They are oppoſite i in ſome Things, 
| becauſe that the one is in ſome ſort the 
Remedy of the other ; they agree in ſome 

Things, becauſe that the Soul that is fal- 
ſen into one, has ſtill a Bent ſor the other, 
| b (hich ſeems ſo oppoſite to it. 

.It is a Truth, which will appear to us 
more clear, if we ſet our ſelves to 
| ©. here (if I may fo ſay) the Aratomy 
of the Heart, in entring upan the divi- 
| ding of its Paſſions. Theft ſprings from 
Iaſtice, Injuſtice from Intereſt, and In- 
tereſt from the Irregular Love that we 


of | tave for our ſelves. "Conceirednefs | ts but 


aLie which Sclf-love makes us have ſor 
gur own Imaginatio!s. Pride is but the 
DrunkenneGs « of S:It-love, which repre.. 
nts us to our own Imaginations greater 
and more perfect than we are. Ven. 


LAI | kt ance is hut a delire to defend anes ſelf 


Kain! thoſe who hate us, or to ſatisfie 
= D Z ones 


SY ant 


| ofits (elf in' puttifhing"thioſe'whe hats 
ferided vs. "In 4 word ,"coofider wel ; 
the Vices, and all the Paſſions of 'N 
yoo will. find in the end'Self-tove; 
char which gives thett theit Birth, bet] 
that. all the Morives of Vice ate” ken | oj 
from that, that we ſeek that "which on | F 
vs, and refates to This Self, which hokls- 
the firſt Place amongſt the Objects of our | 
Rnowledge and our AﬀeCQions: It is that! 
which makes them live, and which makey” 
them die; for when two Paſſions oppale 
with violence each other, Fear, for Exattts 
ple, on one fide, and Vengeance on tile. 
other, the Soul retires into it ſelf, andit 
conſults buc Self-love for to know utita 
which of the two it ſhould abandon it 
ſelf ; and then according as Self loye- 
Judges, or judges not, that Vengeance 
neceſſary, it pronounces-in favour of Re- 
ſentment, or of Moderation ; So that as 
it is Self-love that has given Birth to theſe 
two Paſſions, it js Self-love which makes 
the one live to the prejudice of the other, 
Then what can be ſaid of a Paſſion unto” 
which all our irregular Inclinations relate,” 
where all our Vices terminate, which gives 
them all Birth, which makes them all Die, 
which: ſtops and ſuſpends them all, but $ 
that it ought to be without” difficulty the F 
general Irregulatity which is the "ade | & 
othels,  - 
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; and which we have faid to be the ; 
| þ Root of our Evil, SOIC GROGITE 
| io hat- which confirms vs in this Opinion 
"8, That at the ſame time that it is per- 
ceived that all the Vices flatter Self-love, ie 
iyfound that all the Vices agree to oppoſe 
the fame. Hamility--abuſes it ; Tempe. 
wance mortifies it ; Liberality 'irips it ; 
Moderation diſcontents i it; Valor expoſes 
+8 Magnanimity, Zeal, and Piety, facri- 
| fceit. 
{| It may be faid likewiſe, that Self.love 
F eters ſo Effentially into the definition of 
i yices and Virtues, that without it one 
could not conceive either the one or the 
| Cher. 
In general, Vice is a preference of ones 
Þ flf before others; and Virtue ſeems to be 
* | {preference of others before ones ſelf : 
I ay, that it ſeems to be, becauſe that.in 
' | fect it is cectatn, that Virtue is but a 
| manner of loving ones felf, a great deal 
; | more noble and more ſenſible than all 
2 | others, 
» | Then here we ſeem to find a contradi- 
5 | Qion in our Syſtem ; for on one ſide Self- 
love appears to us to be the Principle of 
"WMour [cregularities ; and on the other 'it 
| W that it is by the love of our | 
E PS, that we —_ our felyes of our _. 
Wu bo ”", Dey. 3 
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from the Love of our Selves all the Mo- # - 
tives, which he makes uſe of for/to carry | 
us to the Study of - SanCtification.,. Fog | * 
what: would his Promiſes and his Threat. 
nings ſerve for, if God had not a,deſigg 
to intereſs the Love:of our Selves?  - 
This Difficulty vaniſhes ſo ſoon as you 
ſhall ſuppoſe of the Love of our. Selvey | * 
that which we have already ſaid of the Þ} * 
' AﬀeQions of our Heart in general; that F ; 
is, that they have ſomething innocent and” 
lawful which belongs unto Nature, and 
likewiſe ſomething that is vitious and irr& 
gular which belongs to our Corruption, 
The uſe of our Tongue is happy in this, 
for it makes us diſtinguiſh between Selb 
Love, and the Loye of our Selves; the 
Love of our Selves is that Love, in that | WV 
is lawful and natural; Self-love is thig } 
fame Love, in that it is vitious and cot | 4 
rupted. "W "2 | 
Then as we ſearch here the Spring of 
our Evil, our Deſign ingages us at preſent 
to examine, in what conſiſts the Ircegula- 
rity of Self-love. This Queſtion Is quite 
ſingular, bur it is not leſs conſiderable. for \F 
that; and I dare ſay, that few Queſtions F- 
in Morality and Religion are of more Mr | 
portance than this, as 1 hope it will a | 49 


yu gs 08es «Of. 
ear by: the Diſcuſſion we are now entring, 
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Wherein are oxi the Faults of the 
| Love of our Selves. 

8 THE Love of our Selves cannot Sin but 
|| L inexceſs or in direction; ' its Irregu- 
| laity muſt conſiſt in this, that we love our 
| | Selves too much; or in this, that we love 
, | Il}; or in the one and in the other of theſe 


mo Faults joyned together. 
| The Love of our Selves fins not in 
= | exceſs, that appears from that it 1s per- 
; | mitted to loye ones Self as much as ones, 
| | Will, when one loves ones Self well, In 
| effect what i is this loving ones Self? *Tis to 
| fire ones Good, 'tis to fear ones Harm, 
tis to ſeek ones Happineſs. Then | Crant 
* that ic often happens, that one deſires too 
; Much, that one fears too much, that one 
| affixes ones ſelf to. ones Pleaſure, or to 
that which on2 looks on as-ones chief 
{ Happineſs with too much Ardor : Bur take 
| Notice, that the-Exceſs.comes from the 
1 | Fnule which is in the Obje& of your Paſ- 
ons, 2nd nor from the [00 great i 
We”, | Oo 
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of Love of your Self; bs which hi . ve | td. 
it, is that you can; and that you ouphy Þ hen 
likewiſe to deſire without bounds the - at 
pream Felicicy ; to fear without bounds the Bum 
Sovereign Miſery; and that there would” F'<T 
; JIikewiſe be an Irregularity to have bug” Bot 
bounded Deſires for an; infinite Good, + Ft 
In effect, if Man ought not to love him” Þ het 
ſelf but in a limited Meaſure, the Vacuum || 4 
of his Heart ought not to be infinite ; and 
if the Vacuum of his Heart ought not to I 1s 
be infinite, it would follow that he ſhould} al 
not have been, made for the Poſſeſſion: of 
God, but for the Poſleſſions of finite and” Fi 
bounded Objects. — 
. . , Nevertheleſs Religion and Experient d 1 
equally teaches us the contrary. Nothing” $ 
1s more lawfal and more juſt than this mJ uit 
ſatiable Decree, which, after the poſſe» FW 
ſion of the Advantages of the World. l 
makes us fill ſeek the Sovereign Good; ; 
of all thoſe who have ſought. it in the Ob® 
jets of this Life, not one has fonnd it = 
' Brutus, who made a particular nrofeſ 'F * 
fion of Wiſdom, thought that he had not” F & 
deceived himſelf in ſeeking for it in Vit-" 
tue, but as he loved Virtue for it ſelf; } 
whereas it has nothing Amiable: and. | | uh 
Praife-worthy but by relation unto Godz” | WM 
culpable of a fine and ſpiritual Gn TY Kt 
was 00 leſs groſly deceived, and was0b on, a 
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{ to tl his Error in dying, 
Then he cried out, O Virtue! 7 know 
it thou art nothing but a miſcrable Fan- 


| vs im, &&C. 
his iffatiable Defire then of the Heart 
"Bof Man is not an Pvil; it is neceſſary that 
3 bh ould be, that Men might thereby find 
I themſetves diſpoſed to ſeek after God, 
- | Then, that which in a Figurative and 
- I biet: phorical Idea we call a Heart, which 
| | bis an infinite Capacity, a Vacuum which 
| F atinot. be filled by the Creatures, ſignifies 
I itz proper and literal Idea, a Soul which 
| Þ murally deſires an infinite Good , and 
© | nhich deſires it without Bounds, which 
+ | cannot be contented but with obtaining it; 
- Fitthen it be neceſſary, that the Vacuum of _. 
| dit Heart ſhonld not be filled by the Crea- 
- JF tires, it is neceſſary that we ſhould deſire 
| itficitely; that is to ſay, that we ſhould 
"| ve our Selves without meaſure ; for te 
| ove ones Self, is for to deſu ire ones Hap- 
- Joiek. 
'8 And certainly as one may <a dee 
(elving ones ſelf fay, That a Man Joves 
{ot the Creature when he loves it with- 
{ot baunds; becauſe then' he purs.:the 
|| Creature upon the Throne of the Creator, 
bs, 15 is the [dolatry of the Spirit, and: 


'J6 th moſt dangerous of all ; ſo likewiſe 


[Ut be faid, That he loves not God 
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"i FOES 5-4 Gogd, then when he.ce I OM 
ceives-not for him but. moderate Deir * 6 
for then he makes God deſcend. to & 
State of the Creatures by the Imp 
his Heart, which; is not leſs Crimi A 
his Idolatry. | pes | T 
OI it be that we look upon G ol | 6 
ur SoverFign Gaod, or that we r& | hi 
ent him as a Being infinitely perfett, 


4 It is certain, that the Ties which: 
we have for him ought not to be limitedz Þ| 
and. it is, to the: end that Man mightbe & in 
capable in ſome ſort of the poſſeſſion 6þ | þ 
this infinite Good, that the Creator has 
- Hut a kind of Infinity in his Knowledge, 


and in his Aﬀections. . 

I know very well. that oor Nature being: 
limited,it is not capable (to ſpeak exa{tly : 
of forming infinite Deſires . with veh& 
mence ; but if theſe Deſires be not inficite: 
1] this ſenſe, they are-in another ; for it 
15 certain, that our. Soul deſires according. 
to all the extent of its Forces, that if 'the I} þ 
number of Spirits neceſſary to the Organ I} k 
cquld increaſe to infinity, 'the vehemency. F- 
of irs Deſires would likewiſe increaſe tg 
Inh anicy and that, in, fine, if Iofinicy he. 
nat in the A, it is in the diſpoſition of 
the Heart naturally. inſatiable, 3 


| grant, that if- we love our Selves by | 2 


Realon, We might concelve, that tac loyg, fas 
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- Fe uy onts Self. - 145 
| | af our 'Selves ſhould. be ip a limited mea- 
4 IF in our Heact ; for we do not find an 
f I; afinity . of Reaſons in. our; Minds for to 
"& bore our Selves : But the Author of Na- 
\s tt ire, whoſe Wiſdom has found, that. he 
"© ſhould not ſend away Man to take care of 
is Preſervation until that he was a Philo- 
Hpher ,,wonld that we ſhould, love our 
| Felves by ſentient ; which. is ſo true, that 
Itis not even conceivable that we can feel 
| Wy Pleaſure and any Joywithout neceſſarily I 
oving this Self, ich is the Subject ; I 
' that as there is an infinite yaricty and inh- 3 
| dity of different Degrees in the Joys which 
we.thay taſte, there is no meaſure in the 
ffice of Happineſs, inthe which this Joy 
eſcotially enrers, nor by conſequence in 
the-love of our Selyes, who ate che Prin- 
fple of. this Deſire. _-. 
+ T agree likewiſe, that.if. Man had been 
' Inade for to:be 2Rival of the Diyinity, he 
hould not love himſelf without meaſure, ' 
I for then. the love, of himſelf would enter 
'I.concurrence with the Divine Love ; but 
Man loves not himſelf naturally with ſo 3 
7 vehemence, but for to be able ro love *' 
x -Y 
+ The Meaſure without meaſure of the 
þv* of -hitmſelf, and the Deſires which are 
5 $ lofinice, are the only Ties which biod 
hin d unto God, becaule (as 1 haye w 4 - 
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at Tharro = bi 
Kaid) moderate Deſires canngt bind the 
Heart of Man but' with the Creaturg; B 
'- and that it is not God that they love,” LR 
a Fantaſm which they frame'to themſys # 
in the Place of God? when they | love » "N Gant 
_- andifferently. bþ- 3 | ts 
Likewiſe it. is a very great miſtak 
to oppoſe the Love of or Selves tx 
Divine Love, when it is well re 
For what is this loving ones Sel 25 0 
ovght? It is to love God. And wha | Wk 
thisto loye God? It is to love ones Sel is] 
"one ought. The Love of God is the good | Þ 
ſenſe of the Loye of our Selves, it v the 1's 
Spirit and the "PerfeQion. When the | 3 
Love of our Selves. turns towards off | 'T 
| Objects, it deſerves not the Natne vl ' 
Love, ir is more dangerous than the molt 
cruel Hatred 3 but: when the T.ove- of © Que 
Selves turns towards God, it Salt it 
felf with the Divine Love. /* © $. 
And certainly nothing is fo'ciſte to o 
demonſtrate invincibly ' that which" out |} 
Searches have bought us'in this regard: | * 
For to take, for Example, rhe'Bleſſed, who 
without dovbt love not Themſelves t00 
much nor too little, becauſe they are ins 
State of Perfedtion ; t demand, If they F$ 
can love God without Bounds? "Without | T 
feeling the Joy of his Poſſeſſion ? and't F bl 
a5 aiterwards, If they can teel- ys 0 Wit Gr v.. 
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Kol ones as Self. WW: 
| loving themſelves proportionably to 
& Setitiments that they. have thereof ? 
© Lt vs not then ſtop at thele vain and 
aditory. Queſtions, The Saints, Do 
F > Jove God more than themſelyes i ? I 
| 1? [- as live you ſhould ask me, 'If they 
H we. Themſelves more than . they .love 
I Themſelves ?. For theſe two Expreflions 
ne at bottoin the ſame Senſe ; becauſe 
4 | Þ ave made appear, that to love God, 
4 to love with good Senſe ; and that: not 
| bolove £00, it is in fome manner%o hate 
Y -0f e $ SC , 
& | . For. to ſhew that all this is but a'Play of 
'' Mords, it muſt be ſuppoſed, that hers 
etwo ſorts of Love which one may haye 
of God, a Loye.of Intereſt,” and”a Love 
© pure Amity, as the Theplog i413 Call it. 
| Tprant, that the Tatter, has TSchinp todo 
'to mix with the Love of our Selves, as 
Þ they commonly hold ;.. but 1 demand, 'Of 
ts | Mich of theſe two Loves do you ſpeak, 
when you ask me, if the Love which we 
i | have for our Selves be as great,” as thar 
ty © which we ought to have for God? If you 
oo | iderſtand by this latter the Love of 
+ | pure Amity, which bas for its Object the 
Ml in Perfeftion, and nothing elſe, I an- 
I wer, That that Love cannot compare 
ſit the Loye of our Selves, which is of 
* Weber Nature , becauſe ( as F have al- 2 
Ls £ w.= 4 
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"ready. fa) we. Fang not our Selvesh * 
Reaſon, but by Sentiment; and. tha » | i 
Corporal or Spiritual Pleaſtire ns ural | k 
intereſles us to the Love of our Selves, ts 
fore even_ that we are capable of'R 
Aexion. " 
© "That if by the Love which we og " 
to haye for God, you underſtand the Lowe 

bf lntereſt , which ties it ſelf unto ity 4 


you 'oppoſe a Thing agdinl(t it ſelf, becaulf 
that to love ones Self, and to jove: ones 
Sovereign Good, confounds them ſelves th . 
ether ; » that thete” ate” ndt there mo 
Loves, but one, ofily' Love cotiſidet&dli 
two matiners, to wit, by relation unto! 
Principle, and wito its Objet. © ; 
\ It appears then, that thi Evil is vl 
that we love our Selves too mich, "becanſe 
we may love our Selves as 'miich as we F lam 
pleaſe, whilſt we ſhall love our ſelves by & - 
relation to the Sovereign Good z but that 
the Irregularity conſiſts. in that, that we 
love our ſelves ill, that js to lay, by rel 
tion unto falſe objects. 

' The'Love of. our Selyes is innocent in 
it ſelf; it is Corrupted when it turns it 
Telf cowards the Creatures , and Holy 
when it turns it ſelf towards God. © Fol: 
lowing this Proſpect, we may viſtinge 
three Hearts in Many nr Heart of t Liſe 
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S Man, the Heart of the LAY and the 
Heart of the Faithful. The Heart of the 
I * r T: the Soul, in as much as it naturally 
yes: the Heart of the Sinner is the So 
' J's nach as it loves the World; a 
1 L Heart of the Faithful is the Soul, in as 
| uch as it loves God, The Naturaf 
"F Heart enters Eſſential into the two others; 
1 : - the Natural Love of our ſelves which 
| © the Principle of all our Aﬀedtions, i is the 
Mobile, which puts in motion Grace or 
' Cor option, and which receives the Love 
\  & God, or the Love-of the World; the 
o | Heart of the Man loves; the Heart of the 
| | Vorldly Man loves vanity ; the Heart 
$ £0 the Faithful loves the [nfinite and Eter= 
"N mal Good : The firſt is the Heart of Man, 
'Fitte ſecond is the Heart of Man that pe. 
& © iihes, and the third is the Heart of the 
| {aworcal Man. 
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ET & ſown, Th the Laue of: aj 
Salogs:-ights all us" othor Afedtiansy 
| aud" "15 © the general Principle of | ” 
Movements, | 
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[ Have faid , That the Love of out 
Selves is the Principle af all our Nath 
ral AﬀeFFions ; for if we defi ire,if we fear 
if ye hope, It is always for the toned 
our Shves, = [08> 
Y grant, that the Aﬀegion which, we, Þ 6 
" have for others , fometumes makes . out |. 
Defircs ſpring, our Fears, and our Hopesd 
But” what, is the Principle of KO | 
ion, untels it be the Love of our Selves2 B;; 
Conſider well all the Springs of our Friend. Ig; 
thips, and you will find that they are all 
reduced to Interelt, Acknowledgment and 
Proximity, Sympathy, and a delicate A& 6, 
cord, which Virtue hath with the Love of Bg,” 
Our Selves ; which makes us believe, that Bg 
we love it for the Love of it ſelf, althouglt 
we love it in effect for the Love of Us; Bi: 
alt which is reduced to the Love of out 8 vn 
$:1ves, = 15 
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Knowing. ones Self. 5x 
| Proximity draws from thence i all-che 
| Force which it has for to light: our Aﬀe- 
Rions ;-we' love onr: Children, becauſe 
they are our Children ; if they-wete the 
Children of another , they. would be -in- 
| different to us: It is not Them then that 
#e loye, but the Proximity that binds us 
With them,” It is true, that the Children 
love not their Fathers. ſo much as the Fa- 
thers [oye their Children, although. theſe 
to Aﬀections appear. to be grounded 
ipon the ſame Reaſon of Proximity : But 
% | this-Difterence comes from another Cauſe; 
* ' fe Children ſee themielyes dying in the 
— I Fercſon of their Fathers, and the Fathers - 
| bn the contrary fee themſelves reviving in 
the Perſon of their Children; then Nature 
"I dſpires in us the Love of Life, andthe 
* } lite of Death ; otherways the Fathers ſee 
0 their Children their other Selves ſub. 
ited and dependant z they felicitate 
 Filemſelves, in having brought them/inro 
lie World ; they confider them with Plea- 
* Fire, becauſe they. conſider them as their 
| Fon Work ;, they are rejoyced in having 
* Fiicred and Inviolable Rights over them ; 
* Flere is their Magiſtracy, their Royalty, 
27 ileir Empice : But the (ame Pride which 
* Flakes the Fathers love the Superiority, 
Fake Children hate the Dependance z no- 
» IU overwhiclns ys fo niacti'as a Benefit } 
oe” OY | E3 whed - 
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52 . The' ART of- 'M 
wherit is too great, 'becauſe that: it ful 
jects us too much. ds 

We look upod it'as a delicate Ch Un, 
but-ſtrong,, which' binds our Heart,/and 
-which conſtrains 'our Liberty ; it is. the 
Myſtery hid in the known Maxim, Th 
Blood never remounts;' to the reſt ay there 
is Proximity of Blood, Proximity of Pro 
feſſion; Proximity: of Religion, Proximity 
of Country, &c.'- It is certain: likewiſe, 
that the AﬀeCctions diverſify themſelves in 
this regard in an infinite number of ways; 
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but Proximiry muſt not be oppoſed by ln ol 
tereſt, for then certainly the latter will but 
carry it; Intereſt goes directly to: us ding 
Proximity goes but by Reflexion 1 that Þ we 


makes that Jatereſt always as with more 
force than Proximity ; but in that, as il 
all other Things, the 'particulac Circdms 
{tances change very much the general Pro- 
 Policion. that 
'. One mutt impute almoſt unto the ſame Wor 
Spring that which is ordinarily feen, that JF Riy | 
there is no Hatred more violent, than that alt 
which is kindled between Perſons, who 
have loved each other extreamly z its: 
becauſe theſe Perſons did find Urility 08 
Pleaſure. in loving eaTh- other ; that inl&s 
rcſſed Self-love. When then they comeWW 
Change Sentiment, the . Motives of Love * Bik 
joy themſclyes to the Motives of Rag j; TN 
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* | Knlowing ones Self. 53 
'Þ they riſe, and by an Idea' of Hurt which 
'Þ& they do them, and by that of Pleaſure 
and Friendſhip which they ' renounce and 
fiffer by the Hatred which is kindled, and 
go Aﬀe&tion* which 'is extinguiſhed ; 
the which confirms excellently our Sy- 
fem, and which ſhews-us, that there is + 
tot an' Aﬀection in our Hearts which is 
tindled independently from the Loye of 
ur. Selves, | 
| + This is a Thovght in the which we con. 
firm our Selves, in conſidering that not 
oly Proximity is a Spring of Friendſhip, 
bit more, that our AfﬀeCtions vary accor- 
ling to the Degree of Proximity which 
me have. with the Perſons who are the 
Oject. - The Quality of Man which we 2 
al bear, makes this general Benevolence , 
wich we call Humanity z Homo ſum, bu- - fs 
mani a me nibil alienum puto: It.1s certain, | 
ttat were there but two Perſons in the 
m 0 World, they would love with Tenderneſs. 
vat F bit this general Proximity confounding it 
= kW with this infinite number of different 
[ 
W 
' Of 


0 Fkelations which we have: one with ano- 
;BYther, ic happens ſo, that this Natural 

FF Alection which it had cauſed to ſpring, ' 
Wer F loves it ſelf in the croud of Paſſions,which 
{© many other Objetts produce” in our 
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5+ Th ART of ſh 
We fee not in-ont Neighboour the Ou | 
lity of 'Man by the which he reſembles/ug | 
whilſt-we fee in-him'a Rivaly'an-envieus 
Mas, a Man who is| an Enemy 16:onut Pits. 
ſpecity;as we are. to hisy aproud:/Man;why 
eſteems none but. himſelf ; a Mai; who by 
. his good Qualities draws the Eſteem. nd! 
Attention of others, and thcows* us 'inty!. 
Forgetiulneſs, and into Obicurity;' or who 
"by his Paſſion 1s always imployed in making 
Snares for us, of invading our ' Rights; 
but when Death hath robbed him of theſe 
.odions Relations, then we find in! him: 
that general Proximity which made us 
love him; remembring our ſelves, thathe 
wasa Man only. then when he ceaſed tot, 
and would place bim in the number of our 
Friends, when Death had cut him off from 
* the Society of the Living, 

' The Proximity of a Nation ordinarily 
inſpires in Men a Benevolence, which'1s 
not felt by them who dwell in their owl 
Country, becauſe that this Proximity wetr” 
kensaccording tothe number of thoſe who 
teave 1f, but which becomes tenfible, when 
two or three Perſons originally "of tie 
fame Country meet in a ſtrange Climate j 
then the Love of our Selves, which has: 

want of! Props and Conlolations,and wit ' 
Finds in the Perſon of them, that a likes I 
tereſt, and a like Proximity, ſhould pul 
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| Ris forprizitis that che prod {fidtifc} be 
' Athoot coth patfioh for - tie Men of cofiy- 


Radk, it is betaiſe they RE tho If 
Fdiffance, conideritig, therii by the Eyes. 


 f$&f:fore. © Tliey take them fl ho toi 


ter for their Neighboots. They ate” fat 


| rom” perceiving this Proximity, or this 


Neighborhood, they whoſe Mih@and Heart 


' $ imployed with nothing but the diſtance 
| Mich ſepartes' them frotfa offer men, who 


be this Object the delight of theit' Vis 


Uhevertholes it moſt be grarited, that 
he Proximitry of Blood carttes: it ordins® 


| fily, before Ml the' others; atthovgh it is 


tomitiouly faid, that z good Frie#d ir bets 


| Wr than ſeveral Ret. tions, i if that be tcus 
MM it ſelfe, it. is nevercheleſs certain; that 
Men prefer their Relations before thzid 
[: tends, #9 above all, in importanit or; 
tb Bots: ; which comes from! that they = 
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| 46 The ART of b 
who cannot forbear being tyed to them; 
and their Friends as voluntary Relations, 
who affect them not, but as much as they 
pleaſe ; then although free Friendſhip. b- 
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liges more than neceſſary Friendſhip, iis F me 
certain that it is not ſo conſider?d by the Þ Jat 
love of our ſelves, it may inſpire us to | wa 
more acknowledgment , but it cannot. 'Þ bi 
much touch our. Intereſt. The barbarous Þ} of 
conſtancy. which Brutus ſhewed in ſeeing | flv 
his own Childsen dye, which he cauſedto |} po 
be executed in his Preſence, is not ſo dif, {| pr 
intereſſed as it appears; the moſt excel; || tel 
lent of the Latin Poets diſcovers the mo» || fhi 


tives in theſe terms, 


*. 


Vincet amor Patrie,laudumg; immenſa expidn 


But he has not ſo difintangPd all the 
Reaſon of Intereſt, which make the appa- 
rent inhumanity of this Roman. Brut us Was 
as other Men, he loved himſelf more than 
all things , his Children are culpable of a 
crime, which tended to deſtroy Rome 3 but 
a great deal more ſtill to deſtroy Brutus; 
if the paternal Aﬀettion excuſe the Faults, 
S<lf.love aggravatcs them when it is. di-. 
realy wounded ; without doubt K ome had |} © 
the Honour 'of that which Brutzs did for Þ} vat 
the love of-himſelf, that his Country ace | u 
cepted the Sacrifice which he- clieredl 9, 4 
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4 Knowing ones Self. g7. 
his Self. love; and that he was cruel - by 
| Weakneſs rather than by Magnanimity. 

* | Intereſt can do any thing upon the Soul, 

| | it ſeeks it, in! the object of all its indear- 

- | ments and as there are divers ſorts. of 

| F latereſt, one may. diſtinguiſh likewiſe di; | 
| | wers forts. of affefting, - which Intereſt / 
| brings forth. amongſt Men. An Intereſt 

| | of Voluptuouſneſs, produces gallant Friend- 
|; 

l 

x 

' 


ip; An Intereſt of -Ambition, produces 
politick Friendſhip; An Intereſt of Pride, 
produces illuftrions Friendſhipz An Inte» 
eſt of Avarice, producesprofitable Friend- 
 fip:. Generally ſpeaking, we love People 
but as much as they are. agreeable or pro. 
| itable to us. That if. 'it ſhould happen 
, | tat all theſe different Intereſts. united, 
- | for to form the Sentiments which we have 


2 | fora Perſon, nothing would be compara» 
- | be to that endearment which we ſhould 
s | lave for him. The Vulgar who declaim 
n | ainſt intereſſed Friendſhip., know not 
a | what they ſay, they deceive themſelves in 
t | that they know, not generally ſpeaking but 
; | ne fort of intereſſed Friendſhip, which is 
s, | fat of Avarice, whereas there are as ma- 
= | 89 forts of intereſſed Aﬀections, as there 
d | Teof objefts of Cupidity, «On the other 
x | land, they deny that they love Men-far 


& | Iitereſt, when they-love them more ſtropg- 
q 


0 | by that Principle than all othersz not 
7+ "i | COMmpre- 
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eompreheriding," that loving for- Interelll Not 
is for to love direttly ones elf, wheres: Nine 
tolove them by other Principles, is tolove Þ| 1 

- ones {elf out of the-way, and' by reflex: Þ ur 


of} ; they perceive not that we take iti 
- tereſſed Friendſhip, when it is itt the Hearty 
- of others; buthot when it is it} our Heatly 
fn fine, they imagine that it is critilitiaf 
to be'ihtercſſed ; not conſidering, that if 
is the diſiaterefsthent ; and not the lit 
xeſt that deſtroys us. If Man ſhould-offet 
ns Riches bo Barats" for to fatisfie on 
Souls, vs had do well to love him with 
a love of Intereſt,” and no - body” ought 

to take it ilf, that we ſhonld' prefer the 
motives of that Jntereſt unts- thoſe el 
Proximity, and of all other things. Gt: 
fitnde it feff fo eſteem®d in the Works, 
and fo recommended in\ Mordlity 3 and 
Religion is not mote exqmpt- fro ehis 
cammetrce of the Love of our ſelves, "for 
what difference is there at the bottom, be 
tween Intereſt and Gratitude ;- if is that 
the fitft has for its Obje&, a Good to 
come; whereas the latter has for its Ob: 
jet a Good that is palt. Gratitude" 
but a delicate return of the fove of olif 


Elves, which finds its ſelf obliged; it 8 Þ tha 


tr ſome fort an elevation of Intereſt 5 WY the 
tove' not_ onr Benetatftor , becauſe he's I me 
lovely. * Gratitude, at leaſt alone, goat 
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'" = 56 
% It wt far, wed wor, becauſe he hath 
e | (on require that we ſhould explain: 
| Noor {elves more ' particularly '1n:The com-: 
priſon which may be made of Gratitude, 
idtncereſt, in that regard, we'will fay, 
hat the Aﬀection which! Gratitode pros 
(ies, is more roble, and that which Ihte= 
produces, is more ſtrong; che Firft" 
tends Frowarg, the part'which'' is: loſt ; 
mhereas, Intereſt has for its Object that 
"ich is to come, which it will make profit 
o  Gratitnde”loyes. even withour hopes ; 
bit Intereſt hopes, and expects. Graticude 
byes the Good for the love of the -Inten-. 
ion; ; but Intereſt loves the Tntention for 
telove of the Goad: Ii fine, the Ideas 
of what*s paſt, which are choſe-of Grati- 
tide, are ranged ordinarily amongſt worn= 
'olit Weas, abſtracted, and which draw but 
weak Artention from our Souls';5 where- 
#the Tdeas of the preſent, which are 
thoſe of Intereſt, are the moſt lively Ideas, 
ud which intereſts us moſt particularly, 
Itis certain likewiſe, that there 'is by this 
Reaſon, ſome ſort of oppoſition between 
theone and the other, that which "makes 
F that, as all Men are naturally intereſſed, 
| Ib are likewiſe naturally nagrateful. The 
g Sefire of 4ntereſt, makes the meafure 
—_ becauſe, that the more ou, 
M1 00 
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Soul applies it aft to the DAS Ideas, the, £ 9d 
- more it loſes of the tye and application; 
which it 60ght to have for what is-paſk; 
and in that 'regard it muſt be faid of Gra, 
titude, what was faid-of--diſ-intereſsment, 
that is, thatit conſiſts very often outwatds) 
ly; andthat rarely it ſprings in the Heart 
of Man; unleſs Intereſt it ſelf gives it Birth, 
or | make us-not ſeek apearances, which 
happens ſometimes. | 
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Whois is continued to be ſhewn, chat 
Love of os Our ſe -lves 9 i F4VCS Birth to < 
our Movements, 


OK lively. and real Sentiment. of a. 
Good', whichs is granted ys in the 
moment--which we acquire it, never falls; 
to produce. ;a fort of acknowledgment i In 
our Heart,-which wears away, by little and 
little. with the remembrance of the Fa- 
vour which, we. have. received:, becauſe* 
that the 'Heart has ſome repugnance, t0' 
think often of things which puts us in a des) 
pendency.; it ts not ſo with the love of, Far” 
yours we have doneunto others,as It gives whe. 

_ lome right. over their Zeal , their Amin 
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| T hd their Ack, that it ſub- -Y 

ects others to us; in a word; we think 
TS thercof with pleaſure, which Makes us a 
great deal more bent to loye them who 
xe debtors to us, than thoſe to whom we 
ze ſo our ſelves. Thoſe who likewiſe 
pd the means of inſinzating themſelves 
| into the favour of Great Men, in obliging 
them, deceive themſelves often enough in 
the thoughts which they have thereon. ; 
for it is certain, that the way to be belo- 


Yd, is not for to. a(t ſo, that they ſhould 
4, have an obligation'to you ; but for to 'a&t 
6, that you ſhould have one for them': 


y Their Pride, which increaſes by the com- 
6 FF plaifance which other Men have for theit 
b | Grandeur, applauds it ſelf for having done 
them rood ; it thinks with pleafare, up- 
01 the obligations which you have for it, 
ad diſpoſes thereby the Heartto love you: 
tut it is dangerous to render too great 
| ervices, when one has no other deſign, 
but to inſinuate ones ſelf into the good 
Graces of thoſe we would oblize. Itrem- 
ble, for the great Service, ſaid a Courtier 
ban INluſtrious Man, to whom i It was told, 
that he would never for get the obligation 
+ Which he bad for him. . Ir often hap- 
| pens, chat great Obligations hold the 
h 1's of great Offences, and at leaſt that 
wh happens, or then whea they carſ- 
nos, 
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not, or. then when hey nll not ackndy. Y #9 
edge them, Ws | 
Te le diray je Araſpe ? il, 21g op bia / ". IN 
Augmentant mon pouvoir, #1 me lg tout raw, t Hh 


| Shall I zell che Araſp ? He js kind 16 excels, 
In augmenting my Power, he ſtill makesi it "=. 


for to Dre the Favours which NN Ti 
received, it has often others, for to make BW 
appear that it remembers, Gracicude 0% 
a Virtne very much eſteem'd. The.ap Y* 
Pearances are fine, and atcract the Con 
deration ; and a Heat accuſtomed to 
fick in appearances of Virtue, to makes 
rommerce of Vain Glory, at the ex nc 
of Sincerity, in ſceking, not that which $41 
is eſtimable in ic ſelf, but that which a 
ordinarily eſteem, cakes care not td all 
of affecting acknowledgment, whea it call 
ſurprize the eſteem of Men by that mean 
On the other ſide, Acknowledgments ſerve 
admirably to che ends of incereft, becaul 
It draws new Favours 3 -there is a pleaſurg 
lay they, in obliging chat Man, he is ſet 
ſible of the good gne does him : beſides 
that, by acknowledgment, we place Our 
| felyes in ſome ſort above the Favour whicl 
we havereceived, when ir is ready, activ bt 
and that it loves LO make. it feli bighll ſ 1h 
ko * 2 
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= noving ones Self. 6g © 
 Rlown; and it is a fine and delicate polic | 
-Wifa Self-Love enlightned, to ſhun the fy 
| Wyicion of Ingratitude, becauſe that - this 
* FVice denotes Baſene(s.z and that 11. is like 
» Fi homage forced, which we make. unto 
" Yar Benefaftor : Ingratitude, which” hath 
qouble ta think of it, copteſſing in ſpighs 
(it ſelf, that we are in- its dependanee, 
nd that we owe It mate than we are wile 
ng to owe It : It is again, a Seatiment, 
» © tural enqugh to Man, to ſhew that he 
i © tits the Favour that bas been done him, 
» © 9 his deportmeat to his. Benefattor. Ig 
\ Tine, one is ecaſie tobe delivered of the re- 
norſe which Iogratityde. hreeds in "aut 
tart, Remorſe, greatgr, and more natu+ 
al, than that which we have, for having 
led of Juſtice; for let, it be more againſt 
I alon not.to be Juſt, as it is againſt Rea- 
$n got to be Grateful ; it 1s true, never- 
1 © tleleſs, that ic is more againſt the Iove of 
tur ſelves, not to be Gratctul, than not 
T0 be Juſt; and the reaſon is, withous 
& | Qubt, greater when, it ſprings, nog only 
ſtom Reaſon, but likewiſe from the love 
« our {clves, which hath been wound- 


Sympathy, which is the Fourth Spring 
Fich we have markt of our Aﬀections, 
ve; $$ot two Orders ; there is one Sympathy 
bly $%the Body, and another -Sympathy of 
Ts _— | Tthg 
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the Soul ; we muſt look for the cauſe. 
of the Firſt in the Conſtitution, and that Þ 
of the Second, amongſt the ſecret Springs 
which acuate our Heart, . It 1s likewiſe 
certain, that that which we believe to he. 
a Sympathy of Conſtitution, hath ſome 
times its ſpring in the hidden Principle 
of our Heart, Why, think you, thatl 
hate a Man at the firſt ſight, although he 
be unknown to me? it 1s becauſe hehay. 
* ſomelinesof a Man who has offended me, 
that thoſe Lines ſtrike my Soul, and awd. 
ken an Idea of hatred, without my mas 
king reflexion thereon ?2 Why, on the cot. 
trary, Do I love a Perſon unknown to me, 
ſo ſoon as I ſee him, without informing 
» my ſelf, if he have Merit, or if he haye 
not; it is becauſe he hath either a confor- 
mity with me, or with my Children, or 
with my Friends, or, ina word, with ſome 
perſon whom [ have loved, and that with- 
out my reileCting; this conformity awakes 
in my Heart an affettion that was hidden 
there; you ſee then what part the loveof 
: 0ur ſelves has in their myſterious and hid» 
E-. den inclinations, which one of our Poets 
deſcribes in this manner. 
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'y et &e n.ends ſecrets, ul oft des Simpues, 
| Dont par bs donux accord, les ames afſortias, &c. 


; Tr is the feeret knor- of Sy napathy, 


_ Thar binds our Souls in friendly harmony. 


A if after having ſpoken of corporat 


hies, we ſhould enter into the de= 
kription of the Spiritual Sympathies, we 


fall know, that to love People by Sympa- 


thy, is but properly to cheriſh the reform 


tance which they have with us; it is for 


to have the pleaſure of loving aur ſelves 
{their Perſons; it is a charm to ove 


Hearts, to be able to ſpeak good of our 
&lves, without wounding 
itisan advantage which we obtained, when 
we appear toefteem theſe People ſo much 


of Modeſty; . 


whom we loy?d, principally, becauſe they. 
remble us; we love not only thoſe untes 
whom Nature hath given conformity with 
s, but more,thoſe- whorefemble us by Art, 
nd who endeavour to imitate us. Favor. 
ws imitates Cato, without Cato's being 
apry, as Wiſe, and as auſtere as he 
8; and it may be, "the Man in the World, 
the maſt celebrated for itiffaeſs, and in 
@mplaiſance is weak enough, not to 
tate that' miſguided manner , of flar- 


, tering his Self-love and careſſing it, It 


7 but that it may happen, that they 
L F my | 
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E- - 66. The ART of "0 
E.- may hate thoſe who imitate them ill; no 
body would be ridiculous; they had rather F 
be hateful ; ſo that they never wiſh well 
_ Copies, which ridicule the Origi. 
nal, : FR 
That ic it be askt here, why a brave 
_ Man does not always love a brave Man, 
and ; whence it comes, that a knowing 
Man renders not Juſtice always to another 
knowing Man ; the. anſwer 1s ecaſfie. It is, 
That a Reaſon of Conformity does not 
hold againft a Reaſon of Jealouſie, and. 
Intereſt, and that che Rivals hate each 
other proportionably, as they find good 
_ qualities, The Heart, as we have already 
iaid, weighs the Utility, net the Light, 
and it is not reaſon, but love of our felves, 

which determines usin our Aﬀe@ions, We bar 
muſt not except out of this Rule, the 
love which we have for a Man of Virtue, 
of. whom one may ſay, that thoſe who do 
not reſemble him nevertheleſs love himj 
tor Vice renders in this reſpect forced ho- 
mages to Virtue, - They eſteem it. They 
reſpect it, 
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Fnowing ones Self. 67 

"YN = peftore magno - | 
n, m, metumgue domas, wvitio ſublimior onni 

ru fats, indignantemque refellis 

Wonars dubio quem non in turbine rerum 


rehendet ſuprema dies, ſed abire paratum 
— ——_ vita, &C. 


| Wh Th cujies placido poſuere in pefiore ſedem 

. Bndus honos, hilariſq; t amen cum pondere virtus, | 
\ Cui ec pigrs quies, nec iniqua potentia, nec ſpes - I 
1 fl Iniproba ; ſed din per honaſta rapid | 
L 3 Incorrupte fidem, nullosg; experte tumultus 

10; " Et ſecrete palam qui digeris ordine wvitam; 

* Wh lin aur; facilis contempror & optimus idens 

h | - oh arvitias, opibusq; immittere lucem. 

d las long um florens animi, morumq; juventa 

y aces 2quare ſenes © vincere preſto. 

let Men examine themſelves by this Pi- 

. forbear lo- 

1; {are, 1 am ſure they cannot forbear lo 


Wl hl fy and elteeming the Original ; and up- 
Mm what Principles of Selt-love can that 
io FAkction be grounded, which Men natu- 
Inly have for thoſe whom they care not 
reſemble ? 
Tam ſure in the firſt place; that there 
te very few perſons who have renounced 
\ Wirtue for ever ; and who do,not imagine - 
0 themſelves, that ff they are not virtu- 
q” at one time; that tliey may become 
dat another. 1 add, that Virtue is eſſen- 
| amiable unto the love of our ſelves. 
"Vice is eſſentially hateful to ic 3 The 
Y _ Lis, Thaz Vice is a Satiiflce which | 
F F NE IR TI me i 
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| we make of others to our ſelves, and vie. n 
ve 2 Sacrifice which we make of ſome I & 
pleaſure, or of ſome advantage which flat. L 
ters us, _ or others. . On the other hand, Yd 
it is good to remark, that the Objetts Iii 
which act pon our Soul, have two forts of 
of agreement with the Love of our f res 

articular agreement, which do intereſs 

it, and lively affect itz fuch is the agree- 
ment of Intereſt, or of reciprocal Amity; 
for as this reaſon of loving regards us,al 
regards none but us, that it is I that find 
the advantage in foving this Man, that It 
is I that love him, and not another; ''Y 
one muſt wonder if this particular apree- bg 
ment obliges: me to have a particulartye F* 
to him : but ther#: are beſides that, gent I 
ral agreements, which an Obje& may hare 
with our Heart, which happens, either 
when it doth us ood, becauſe it doth oF 
the ſociety of which we make party, WIE 
then when we ſeel our ſelves obliged by Bf 
the general bent which a Man ſhews to 
do good, becauſe, thar it is not impoſſible 
but that we may be the Object; or men” 
when being accuſtomed to love a certallY's, 
bencfhcence , which is that which dothwE” 
good 1n particular ; - we come likewiſe WH Vi 
Iove beneficence 1n- general. and all hoſe iprec 
vnto whom weapply the Idea: We mult Mi 
©vly remark, that as the Pann grebe - Y Yber 
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Knowing 00 ones Self. 6 


"Enents do produce lively and ſtrong Af- 
ſections, the general Agreements, as not 
mtereſſing our Souls , but. afar off ra- 
duce but lokewarm and languiſhing 
Friendſhips, which hold a great dealmore 
of the purity of Eſteem, than of the ar- 
Jour of AﬀeCtion. All the Virtues fa. 
your the love of our ſelves, at leaſt in this 
general manner. The fineſt Pictures that 
me can make of Virtue, are-taken from 
by ſecret agreements which it hath with - 

: See, for example, theſe fine expreſſi- 
ws in the Painter of Virtue, which we have 
Fe ſet down. 


WC; nec pigra quies, nee nique potentias - 
2 Nec [peg**mproba 


Theſe lines of Virtue are amiable , 
kecauſc they flatter / the love | of our 
les, Bchold here, what rather briogs 
lorth our Eſteem, than our Love, becauſe 
ley are more difintereſſed. 
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wie pectore mags, 


© Spens metumq; domas, witio ſublimior 0mms. 


0 | Virtur, when it hath not that delicate 

ſe | ment with the love of our ſelves, is 

{ Wnable : but - we make it more amiable, 
I'we _— It, as interreſhog our : 


"The arr of 


Ter gty 5 
| How ſhould we not love clemency? ? it sf 

/ — always ready to pardon us our faults. Li: 
berality ſtcips it ſelf to do us good, : -Hiiz 
mility diſputes nothing with us, it gives 
way to our pretenſions ; Temperance: r6- 
ipe&s our Honour, and would not rob uy | #1 

| of our pleaſures; Juſtice defends our Þ pet 
Rights, and gives us that, which apper- F in! 
tains tous; Courage defends us ; Pm. i fe 
dence guides uvsz Moderation ſpares « me 
Charity does us good, ec. at] 
But if theſe Virtues do: good, it is not par 
to me that they do ir. 1 grant it 3 butif If but 
you were in other circumſtances, they I ous 
would do 1it-to you: but they do ſuppoſe I wh 
a diſpoſition of doing you good, if that I &li 
ſhould happen. Have you never found it thus, I yor 
that although you have expected neither pre 
a{iſtance nor proteftion from a rich- pet- Þ tel: 
{on, you could not forbear having a'ſe Þ we 
cret Conſideration for him? which ſprings I} Sev 
not from your Judgment, which deſpiles F nor 
often the qualities of that Man; but from 
the love of your ielf, which makes you t- 
ſpect inhim,even the ſiogle power of doug I reſl 
you zood? That if the love of your fell F Re 
makes you confider a Man, of whom you 
are:{ured you ſhall ever ; receive g00d, 
only becauſe you conliderin him, the pul | 
er he has tO do it 3 Is it Lo be wondred 
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Knowing ones Self, Tf 


that this ſame Principle ſhould make you 
[oye a Man, who by his Virtue is diſpoſed 
to do you good, although you know yery 


XX ©. 1 4 a _--- on ER 


well, that he has not the power ? 


Let us ſay then, that the Heart has its 
ibſtractions as well as the Judgment, and 


s | sthe latter knows how to define good in 
r I general, although it forms more lively 
= E nour 1magination a particular good; the 
» Bf Beart loves likewiſe -theſe'general agree- 
+ I nents, which the Objects have with it, 

Y though It be infinitely more toucht by 
t F particular agreements, and that it canngt 
if & but have a liking to a Man's being virtu- 
y © ous, becauſe of thoſe delicate Relations, 
le & which Virtue hath with the Jove of our 
at F elves. That which makes it plain, is, thag 
ws, F you find that you love the Virtues more, 
er © proportionably as you find theretn more 
er. © (elation and agreement with, your Self ; 

le- | we love Clemency naturally more than 
88 © Feverity , Liberality more than axco- 
{es} tomy, atthonzh all this be Virtue; rhat 
dm I} could not happen, unleſs it were from this, 
re- © Mar our AﬀeCtion is not entirely diſt nte- 
ing Þ reſled, and that we love in it, the ſecret 
ſelf Relations which it hath with us, 

you Beſides, we muſt nog except out of the 


a i | CONtrary, it is certain, 


lmber of thoſe who ſo lave the Virtues 
People that are vicious and irregular. - On 
that for chat 
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72 The ART of "Ny 
. very reaſon that they are vicious, they! 
onpght to find Virtue the more amiable,” 
Humility levels the way to our Pride, it; 
is then beloved of a prond Man. Libang & 
Iity gives, then it cannot diſpleaſe an in. 
terefled Man, Temperance kaves you in 
polkMon of your pteafures, it cannot” be 
diſegreeable then to one who is volaptt- 
ons, who would have no Competitor of 
Rival. Would one have belteved, that the” 
Aﬀe&ion which the Men of the "World 
ſeem to have for virtuous People, ſhould” 
have fo bad a ſpring, and would they pate. 
don me this Paradox, if 1 affirm thatiit 
happens often, that the Vices which #te 
within vs, cauſe the love which we haye 
for the Virtnes of others? - Fo 
k go yet mucly farther, and 1 dare Goy; mk 
that the love of our Selves, has a great 
part un the moſt purified Sentiments which 
Morality and Religion gives us of God.” 
They diſtinguiſh three forts of Divine 
Love, a Love of Intereſt, a Love of Ac- 
knowledement, and a Love of pure Amt 
ry : The Love of Intereſt is confounded 
with the Love of our Selves, according 
tort ie Rules which allthe World has there» 
- The Love of 'Acknowledgment has' 
Kit the ſame ſpring as that of Intereſt” 
K ordingly as, we have mentiond wo 
he Loie of Foy 6 ſeems to va 
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Knowing ones Self. 573 
| ntly from all Intereſt, and from 
4 Jove of our Selves. Nevertheleſs, 12 
jou took npon it, near, you will find, that 
there is in the bottom the ſame Prin- 
aple as in the others, for Firſt,it is remark. 
tle, that the love of pure "Amity doth 
wt.(pring all of a ſaddain in a Man ac- 
quairted with Religion, The Firſt De- 
mee of our SanCtification, is to difingage 
ones {elf from the world. The Second 
s, to love God with a love of TInte- 
, in giving unto him all - onr endear. 
nents, becanſe we conſtder him as the So- 
'mezign good, The Third is, to have 
forthis Benefits the acknowledgment which 
Fe to them; and the laſt, in fine, is to 
= Wwe his PerfeCtiens, It 1s certain, that 
Bite Firſt of theſe Sentiments diſpoſe to the 
' Fecond ; the Second to the Third; the 
Third to the Fonrth. One can hardly 
ſider as one ought, the horrid milery 
mich there is in abandoning God, with. 
Mt deſiring his Communion, by the mo- 
lires taken from our own Intereſt: A Man 
anot love God as the principle of his 
I, and of his Felicity, without being ſen- 

te of ackmrowledgment for the Good 
mich he has received from him. It is 
ral, and as it were neceſlary, that he 
| yt loves God as his Soveraign Good, and. 
| is Gregt | and Eternal re oonc 
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74 | The ART ” 
apply himſelf with pleaſure, to conf 


his adorable perfztions, that this Medis, n 
tation ſhould afford him Joy ; and- that I ? 
thereby he ſhould come for to love God: Wſeti 


in reſpect of his Virtues. Then, asall. 
that which diſpoſes unto this laſt moye- 
ment, which is the moſt Noble of all, ig 
taken from the love of our Selves; it. 
follows, that the pure Amity, of which 
God himſelf is the object, ſprings not.aþ 
together independently of this latter, - Og 
the other hand, exPeTience 1 informs us, 
that amongſt the Virtues of God, .welove- 
Particularly thoſe which have the moſt a+ 
greement with us; we loye his Clemency 
more than | his Juſtice; his Bounty: than 
his Jealouſe ; his Beneficence than his 
Immenlity ; Whence comes this ?- ul» 
leſs it be that this pure Amity, which 
ſeems to have for its Objects , - but 
the perfeCtions of God, draws its prifts 
cipal force from the relations which thoſe 
perieftions have with us. | 
_ If therewerea pure Amity in our Heart, 
in reſpect of God, which were entifes. 
ly-excinpt from the commerce of the love 
of our ſelves; this pure Amity would 
- ſpring neceſſarily from the known Perle- 
Qion, 2d would not riſe from our other: 
Aﬀtetions. As it ſhould not be the *| 
Or gur Selves which ſhould make it {pri0g Ig 
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py ones Self. 75 | 


i ſhould not be the Love of our Selves 
| ich-ſhonld make it die. 

Nevertheleſs the Devil knows the Per. 
ections of God without loving him, Men 
_ the Virtues of God before their 
Converſion; and no one dare fay in this 
fate, that he has this AﬀeQion for him, 
phich is called Pure Amity: It follows 
then, that there muſt be ſomething elſe 
ſide the known Perfection for to pro- 
duce this Love ; that if thete were requi- 
rd any thing elſe than Light, there muſt 
|& then ſome Affection of our Heart, be- 


- Maſe that in our Souls there ts nothing 
y Flt Aﬀecions and Knowledges, 

0} They will ſay, perhaps, that to the end 
ls FaSoul may be capable of conceiving this 
- Flove of pure Amity. it need not. be that 
1 F&l-love ſhould produce it, bnt that Seltf- 


t Flove ſhonld not/ oppoſe its but if pure 
> Flnity. do ſpring trom the known Perfe--- 
ls Ffion, and if there want nothing elſe ab. 
| blurely but that, to produce it, the oppo. 
t, Flition of "the Love of our S: -Jres is uſeleſs, 
& {sthe Love of our Sclves cannot hinder 
God from having Petfections, and thoſe 
Ferſeflions from being known to our Soul, | 
can likewife do nothing for to hinder 
the Birth of that pure AffeCtion. 
«| fl Whilſt we look upon God as our Judge, 
L482 terrible Judges who expects us 
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with Thunder in his hand, we can 
his infinite PerfeCtions , "but we ca 
conceive an Aﬀection for them, It is ve 
certain, that if we could refuſe God tha. 
Admiration, we ſhould take care not to 
give It him ; for in this State wherein ws 
look upon him as our Enemy, we give 
him but that which we cannot refuſe him, 
And whence comes this neceſſity of admi> 
ring God? It is that this Admiration 
ſprings only from the known PerfeCtion, 
If then you conceive that pure Amity has 
preciſely the ſame Spring as Admirationz Fn 
that is to ſay, that it is the known Perſe- I ject 
Ction, and nothing but that which pro» IF hor 
duces it ; it follows'that, as Admiration, I hac 
pure Amity will ſpring in our Soul, with- & cif 
out the Love of our Selves being able to (Go 
hinder it. od 
it would ſerve for nothing to at» I Te 
{wer at random, that it is the Corruption I Ne 
of our Heart which makes us not capable JF int 
of loving God, purely for the Love of I fipr 
Himſelf, when we ſappoſe that he loves JF All 
not us; it is to throw ones Self into F wh 
Generalities for to avoid diſtinct Ideas of Þ the 
Things; for as Corruption hinders nof If the 
the Admiration of our Soul, it being cer- 
tain that the Devils, who are more 
wicked than we, 2dmire God ſtill, _ [! 
they kfiow them elyes the Objects «I _ Co 


WT 4 it EPL 


I TIRNAT + 


4 FEY” 4 : p -S 
ae SORTS OO. oy VP" Oe g 4 WIS. FI; End aber be.» . 
o_t 6 an a Wnt 8 SeeD EN. > ent, p20 fy CA Sr of Wha Cw of . FEY tae Is ar” odd wi as vl + 4%. "42. by 
o TN. BEERS rode ol bid ons 88s RS LS 4 VG 6 4 ben AE 


Pfr 57 
> Bate; this Corruption ought not to 


t Fhinder the pure Amity, if, as the Admira- 
7 Wition, the pure Amity ſprings from the 
s E koown PerfeCtion, 

dF Nothing more confirms this Truth , 
o than to ſee of what ufe Faith is in Reli= 
e yoo, whilſt Men live in Ignorance, which 
, & makes them imagine, that God looks upon 
- T them indifferently, and that he cares not 
1 Y for them ; they ſeem likewiſe to have but 
, © indifferent Sentiments for the Divinity , 
s I fich were the Philoſophers of Paganiſm ; 
4 Evbilſt Men did believe themſelves the Ob- 
- jt of the Hatred of God, they hated 


- F forribly the Divinity : The Romans, who 
lad already lighted the Fire of their $q- 
mices for to render Thanks unto their 
(Gods upon the falſe News of the tecovery 
of Germanw, un with fury into their 
Temples; 1o ſoon as they have thetoo true 
News of his Death, they drag their Idols 
nthe Dirt, they caſt them into Tiher, and 
fenalize their Mourning by their Impiety. 
Al Men ſeem to be of 4 diſpoſition; that 
Which the Romans were outwardly, and 

Þ ihe Violence which theſe committed upon 

F heir Idols, is an Expreſiion of that which 

Man would exerciſe againſt God, then 

when ke thinks him-his Enemy. When 

" F} lie Goſpel ſounded in the World for the 

us 3 Qooſolation thereof, throvgh which do _ _ 

7” | On thing 
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ſhige the Teſtimonies of = Love with: of 

God has for Human Kind,then likewiſe ws - 
ſeen the ardent Love which Men have far. we 
God ſparkling in all places ; the Faith W%. 
which perſwades the Hearts of this im. 
menſe Charity of: God, is for that. reaſon- 
look'd upon as the Key of our :Heart, and 
the firſt Degree of our SanRificationz it is 
unto that which the Seripture attributes 
our Salvation, becauſe we need only he 
perſwaded by Faith of the Love which 
God has for us, for to feel-ones ſelf dif. 
diſpoſed to love God. 

Beſides, one may ſay.that as our Aﬀections WW": 
eſſentially riſe from the Love of our Selves; 

our Hatred depends likewiſe thereon. We 
hate others by Intereſt, when they. are our 
Comperitors in the ſearch after the Goods 
of this World, We hate the Iontempe- 
rate, who diſputes with us our Pleaſures; 
the Ambitious, who would get before 
vs in the way of Advancement ; the FF: 
Proud, who deſpiles us, and rag us. 
under his Feet; the Covetous, locks 

up. the Riches "which might = O Our 
hands; the Unjuſf, who oppreſs us. We 
do not only hate thoſe who thus actually 
wrong us, but likewiſe thoſe who have al 
iaclination thereunto, although the want 
of Occaſion, or other Reaſous, may hinder Fo 
them from- exerciſing it; we hate eve Yr 
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Power that they have of doing 
any. This is that which makes Power 
d | wd Authority generally attract Sentiments 
af Averfion ; and as there are very few 
[? Feople who do not meet on their way, 
dther thoſe who prejudice them in effect, 
Wi thoſe who have the defign to do it, 
@ others, who would do R if they were 
ible , or that it might be for their Profir; 
i muſt be granted, that there enters per- 
ſtually ſecret Motives of Envy into our 
Wete. and that nothing is more dange- 
mus, than the Temptations unto which 
me are expaſed in this reſpect. $0 like- 
wiſe may it be ſaid, that we are very of- 
ten Enemies one 'of another , without 
knowing any thing thereof. 'We hate 
4; © iwetimes, and love one "and the ſame 
ferſon, becauſe that the Love of our Selves 
Gnfiders him tn difterent reſpects, Ir 
» I ppens likewiſe, that we hate thoſe of 
ne © Yom we think our {elves the beſt bel6- 
bes wed, and ſometimes thoſe whom we ſhould 
bs hive all the reaſon in the World for to 
ar (ove. That which makes this appear, is, 
ye Wat there is alwaysn the Difgraces which 
kalls them, ſomething which does not 
lſpfeaſe us. This unjuſt and unnatural 
Entiment which we hide from our Selves 
k Pride, comes from theſe two Princi- 
uk from that we are not the Object this 
OE £ 13 
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this Diſyrace, a Reflexion which the I 
"of our Selves makes in an inſtant z 264 
cauſe that we ſee thereby a Man abaled, 
who being a Man, cannot fail of being our; 
Rival, and our Competitor, in fone 5 I 
ſpect or other aSentiment which changes 
it ſelf into Compaſſion, then when I ath 
or ſome Diſgrace without return excludes 
this Man for ever the Rank of choſe 
who pretend to rival us in our ladea 
ments 

As to the reſt, Hatred is a turbulent 
Paſſion, which agitates the Soul violently, Wk 
and all whoſe Effects are fo ſenſible, that Y; 
that there is not a more faithful Looking F 
'glaſs than it, for to know the degree of Y.-- 
Vehemence which is in our Aﬀeions. 
Would you know how much you love 
Vain.Glory, ( for it* may be your 
Heart decetves you in that reſpe&) you 
need only conſider the violence of the : 
Hatred that you have conceived for a Mat, I - 
who has offended you in your Honour; 
therein is the Degree, and the Meaure. my 
You ſhall vever find any thing fo faithfuls 
this Looking-glaſs, tor to diſcover 46 
. bottom of your Heart. 1 
__ We hate by. Intereſt, Perſons, Things [ 
and Words; if we tremble with Hori "* 
'_ and Fear, in {ceing an Abyſsunder our Fer, © 
is the Image of our Hol Which lhe 5% "*r 
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=. | Finowing ones $ Th 4 8x « 3 
ef1f whith"tauſes this Apprehenſion; and 
Reaſon is 00 weak for td corkett 4 Frighs, 
EE which 'a too lively Idea of our Deſtru- 
oF tio forms in us. — = oe 
EF There are many People who cantiot ſee 
6 Huntdn Btood {pilt :without* Iwooging ; 
LY that iS cathet'a Wedknels of  Conſtifition, 
than a Weakneſs of Heart, 'Every thing 
"that thews' then che Ruines of Human 
| Nature, "threatens their Self-love ; and-it 
'& chat in bloodying their [magination, 
if: ces Death enter lively in their'Soul, 
Find admits it by Sentiment there, where 
F (bey refuſed x0 receive it by Reflexiod. 
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herein a re conſidered, the moſt general 
” *Inclinations bf the Love of our Selves, 


414 firſt if the defire of Happineſs. 
i - | | 


STHE firſt inclipativa of this Love of 
18Y'1 dir Selves, is'the dEſiciig-to be hap- 
the Ih. ' 1 do not Fngin likewiſe , whether 
SEE thoſe two'Expreſſions: don'c hgnihe at the 
Fiero the lame" thing under .two ldbas; 
For whats ic to love ones S-If, if It be. noc 
oh; "miſt to be happy ? And what is it to ..- 
ps "Ning {&:be- happy, 1F- it be not to *ſoye 
#%y Wo 2K SS G3 
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 ** ' ones Self? In eruth, a Man mult loye ye 
*”” much to. ſabtilize hls for to' ps F 
* difference therein. As rhen | he Aelin | 
""**Man to be happy cannot be too gre: yy 
that it has YJnaJs been | linputed as a Cri 
4h Man. to. | [eck a "Elf" Felicify,, dd n0 
"for to, Toye with too, much Ardourth 
true Happinels:; i it follows, tt at We are t 
_ blame 1n loving. our £ 'Selyes ill + Ang 
* Toving our: SiNeh Wit (excels. k 
Men, hatever they ſay, agree: 
© 1dea, in Me Deſire,*and in, the: nf | 
of Felicity, when they conlider, FOB v 
neral.. 
The diverſi ity of Sentiments of Phil 
ſophers upon the Nature of Fappinds 
not at the bottom ſo great as it at: 
appeared; their Opinion is reduced tf * 
that of Epicuris, who made Felicity ellenÞ * 
* tially'confiſt in Pleature; which will appeal © 
very. reaſonable to:you, ' proyided you lep}* 
rate a pure, noble, delicate, durable, F=* 
fecured Pleaſure, from the Voluptuoul ; a 
of Senſe, which has Characters quite. 
poſite to thoſe, and that you diltingulpeum 
between Happinels, and its. Foundation" 
which'Men have been pleaſed toconfol only 
to have the Pleaſure of contradidi [ 
Themſelves under the favour, of na 
fake, For when Beetizs defines ce : 
the Abſence of gl the Eyils, and th 
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that 'he defines Intire ck, perfe& Felicity, 7 
ey not an” 'incompleart and ' defeftuous 
[Happinefs', and that beſides,” it-is the defi- 
ering of Felicity by its Foundations: The 
mbſence'of Evils. is'neceſfary for to hinder 
{us from being 'miſerabke; but-it 'is: hot ir 
which makes" ns happy; the Poſſeſſion of 
| Goods" is the Foundation of our! Happi- 
[ae bur' it 'is not the-Happineſs it elf; 
'what would this be,” if. having them in 
\'our ;POWET We? had-nor the ſenſe thereof? 
> | ::Fobl 'of *Mthenr; who! thought; thar 
BY 7 al the Ships :that/arrived' id.the Haven 
belonged 'unto him} taſted the: Happineſs 
| 17 Riches without poſlleſſing:/them; and 
© it may be they, to whom thoſe Ships did 
1 ally belong, polleſſed: them without ha. 
ol ving\Pleaſure, poiſoned by their: inſatiable 
(ep Vitiouſneſs, -or effticted by the Tiquierudes 
"1 _- infallibly "accompany the poſleſſion 
£0: Temporal: Goods; 'it 'is not chen to 
ons Peak generally the Polleſſion, but The Sen- 
E (| Mmcnt of the: Goods which we zogiah 
n& #01ch- makes our Happineſs. 
E'Thins when 4ijtoile makes Felicity to 
onſilt in the Knowledge: and'ia the Love 
a of the ' Soverezgn' Good, he *apparenity 
Wnder.tood the 'dzfining of Happinels &y- 
pol us Fo 1ndations 3- otherwiſe he would have 
benny 6 deceived, decaule if" you ſepi- 
627 + 8 TONS * © "70 
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' 84 '. The ART of = | 
-.rate the pleaſure from this knowledge, ali © 
this love, you will find that you m 3: 


bn 


ſomething elſe. to be happy; that © 20 oo 
\ +, contrary, if by Thought you ay bo 
and durable grief unto that knowledal®* 
- and unto that-love ; you conceinethul 
ſhall not. ceaſe being miſerable, -:. + 7 th 


* - -* Fhe Stoicks, who. thought that: Hap T 
- *neſs conſiſted 1n_. the poſſeſſion of of Wi & 
**., dom, haye not:.been ſo.ſcnſle(s/as. E 
» Kine that they.ſhould:ſeparate roma 
, of Happineſs the--fatisfation. whichth ed 
Wiſdom iaſpired.in them their Joya ,m 
. from the intoxication of their Soul, d 
applauded it ſelf for. a conſtancy, 8 
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\P, elix qui potaity reruem cognoſcere canſus, : | oy 
"Mtg, metits aimes & incxorabile fatum WK." 
| Subj ecit peaikus ft eb ang; Acre a 


All-Men in general neceſſarily agree” 
| « this- Principle, ,and I know not _ wk 
' School ſhould-make them, differ 'on this F 
' compt. The Covetots Man feeds lim,” 
«bat withthe hopes of enjoying his Rid 
. that is:to lay;to be ſeniible of the plealy f 
. whick there'is in poſkfling them j ic ig y 
he Yoth noc-uſe them: bur-ris his ple if y 
 } z'to-lock them up, this is to him the'þ hin 
Heldag of. pie... Fae Apbinan 
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'" Knowint ones Self, © 85. 
Wt Digfties, but for the pleaſure of be- 
eleyated above others : and the re- 
eful would not avenge hiinſelf, if he- 
[not hope for to find his fſarisfa@ti- 
| herein.” This Maxim muſt not be op- 
"Med, which is certainly, the Morality, * 
"7 It Religion of Jeſus Chriſt ; for Je. | 
—WChrif is not come for to annihilate Na- 
[ p. but for to perſeR it: He does not* 
us renounce the Tove -of Plcalure, 
he propoſes more pure Pleaſures to us, 
kt Noble, more Spiritual; more aſſu- - 
| More Durable, than thoſe. which the- 
ld promiſed us :' and when he defines: 
neſs 5 ( This is Life, Eternal, to know” 
the only true God, and ' him whomt thou” 
W/int Jeſus Chriſt. ) He defines Happi- 
Wy .its ſprings ; for otherwiſe he knows 
FW well, that Happineſs eſſentially con- 
W I! ineffable Joy and Pleafures; for it 
ov eaſt, anew Wine, ariver of Delights, 
,o Wits of: Peace and Joy, &c. Expreſli- 
»Wbich under the Emblems of Tempo. 
{Mlleaſures, makes-us comprehend the 
ial Pleaſures of Paradiſe. | 
& Idea which Men have of Happi- 
{comes alluredly from.rhe Sentiment- 
& ven have of Pleaſure; the. vitious: 
ihe Pleaſures of Intemperance, thoſe 
"Y ſai: -plory, thoſe of Revenge; - and” 
of Ambicioa.: A virtuous: Man on 
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the-contrary, ſeeks the ns of Nienews) , 
as the pleaſures. of Moadegation,.thoſe; of, 
Beneficence, thoſe of, oers 
of Conſcience, and of Piety. , 

A Man who ſhould pretend. ſo to., dry-if as 
up Virtue, that he, ſhould; have there ja mo, pM. +. 
ſentiment ,of . Jay and | Pleaſure,, would. J ; 
certaiply do. nothing. þut diſcourage; our. in 

Hearts ; and Virtue; would, baye onr F; | 

FR without having, our, Aﬀection,- 


£ "+ 0 0 


I grant, that one-and the ſame pleaſi % 
does not - pleaſe, all, fome- are for _gro 
Pleaſures, ,others; for. delicate. Plea io 
itome: arg for a,lively Plicaſure,, others. are, v1 
for adurable Pleaſure 3 Somefor.the plea»... 


ſure of, Sence, and others for the pleaſures. 
of the Mind- Some .for the pleature of... 
Sentiment, ,and others for. the pleaſure abs 
Retlexion,; but all without exception are: 
ſor pleaſure, 

Let us fay likewiſe, that all Men agree. 
in the general Deſire, which they have of-.;i 
being happy ; they way renounce al! heir 
Aﬀettions : but they will never _reoounce. 
this Irclination, which is the {pripg of the. C | 
Others..:;Jt is Happineſs which the Poor 
and -the-Rich aim at, the Young and the » 
Ol 1, the Covetous 2nd the Liberal, thi © 1 
Temperate and the Volupruous.; and this | 
Had vines. is the pleature which i f in their + 

a ;” pſcaſure-which diverſifies in an nh 
alle, 
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number” of ways z cauſes likewiſe the” 


di Sous variety of our Paſſions, and” 


Aﬀe&tions. ' The irregularity CON- 
in n' this: That Men would be ſenſible 
the Happineſs before they acquire it ; 
wait not for Reaſon, who ſhould di-' 


| them to be happy: they begin 'by 


1/31 to poſſeſs ; that is to ſay, that 


ting contents but the pleaſure which 


Jitually feel. 


Nin eft, cerede mihi , ſapientis dicere vivan : 


irs nims vita eft craftina, vive hadie. 


Martial. lib 1. Epig. 


tis not. to be wondred at, that Men 


nted in Paganiſm, ſhould not have 
mn any other 260d than the preſent 3 
Ithat they ſhould have counſell'd Men 


- Buſter to raſte the pleaſure which pre- 


bt ſelf, for fear of Jooſfing 1t, by dit- 
be it : but itis ſomething aſtoniſhing 
thoſe who know Eternity, mould be 
ale of the ſame irregularity. 

ſzſure for to compdgle our Happineſs 


4 Wt to have other CharaCters, it oughT 


tobe Spiritual 3 a Man who taſts plea- 
bin the Body, can he be happy, it.his 
I be $11'd in the ſam2 moment with re- 
le, with fear, and with {adneſs ? In the 


4 had [8 Ptace, To 'ovght to. be durable: - 
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momentary jeaſures are.more proper ta. 
make us miſerable, than to makeus my d, 
becauſe, that the ſenſe thereof indures but... 
a ſhort time, and that it leaves us a durae-, 
ble regret, - | 
And certainly durance is fo eſſential to 

the Happ Pepely © $ of Man, , that 1 dare .ſay, 
that the. .of- Paradiſe it ſelf wo 
be but a mall 4 Foe if at ſhould be poſſi. 
ble that it ſhould laſt but.an inſtant; and' 
that the felicity of tne World ſhould be 
ſomething, if.it were poſſihle thar ic ſhould + 
endure always : For the Firſt, as great ay-' 
it is, would be all drunk up by the gaſtly 
Thought that we are going about to loſe 
that which gives us an infinite Joy. The 
Second: would: be ſuſtain'd by ch which 
heaping an infinite number of Apges,would 
make us find in the durance of the Goods, - I" $ 
that which they could not find in their tt 


Quality. 


' Mart. 10. liþ..Epig. jo ( 


Res non parta labore, ſed relicta, ul : 
Non ingratus ager, focts perennis, . that 
Liis nunquam, t0g2 rar, mens ouieta, en 
Vares ijgenue, ſalubre corpury os ſly 
Prudeis ſimplicitas, pares amica, Wor 


Qonviei ius facilis, fine arte menſa, 
Nox nan ebriaſed;foluts curis, 

Non wiſtts tor attamen ayedicus, 
Semnus qui faciat bpeves tenebr 17, 4. Bb 
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= fis, eſſe velis, nibil, maly,' | ; 


Summun nec metuas diem, nec optes. 


But although this definition of Felicity - 
£1 Morear-fo reaſonable, that it--ſeems to be 
ated by the mouth of Wiſdom it ſelf, - + 
xevertheleſs, there needs but an indiffereng- «+ 
lnowledge of the Heart of Man, and. of 
tle natural ſtate of his condition, for to 
ke that it fins in very many reſpects. 
Firſt, it is compoſed of Goods, which 
W | the greateſt part are not in our pow- 
; Wit, ſuch are,. (res non parts labore, ſed re- 
Wide; 720 ingratus ager, focus percunis, lis - 
quam, vires ingenue, ſalubre corpus, ſom- 
nr qui faciat brewer umbras.) for no bo. - 
(y can give Good to himlielf, and make 
hat Good come to him from Father 
bSon , nor make his Fields: fertile, nor» 
woid having ſome difference with uns 
jſt Perſons ; and it depends rot upon us 
0 ſleep. well, nor to have a: Body health. . 
ul and vigorous; 2nd nevertheleſs; it ſeems + 
lat Nature-it ſelf inſtructs us, that it de-. 
pends in ſome manner on us to render UE; 
kives happy : for why ſhould ir ngrave ® 
1thie Soul of all Men the deſire of Hap-. : 
_ineſs, if it were not capable of. arriving 
it theend? But in that Men deceivethem=* + 
ſhes, by not underſtanding a double Lan.:. 
Fage which Nature ſpeaks to them in that 
7 Ren ark, 
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reſpect ; for .on-:the one'fi Ge; in \ aki 

them ſee that they-are deprived of ſo ma« C 
ny Goods which' they naturally deſire, \ | (me! 
whichvare not in their power ; ittells chem |" Þ 
very clearly; that. Happineſs is not in» 
themſelves: [And on! the other ſide,” in in--:: 

ſpiri — with'the deſire: of Happineſs” 

ſo naturally,: that they neyer quit it; in * 


whatſoever'eſtate'they find themſelves, It 
teaches theni that they may nevertheleſs'” 
obtainit. But for ro come back toour Paet, ' 

I will add; that-this:deſcription'of Felicity, 
1s not compoſed of Objeas Noble enough.” 
Certatnly it - wants but little of 'agreeing 
with Beafts, of'whom' may : be-ſaid,” with» 


out miſtake;that their Goods are the Goods © 
of Sucreſſion,: and not of Riches, acquired 
by a great deat of pains that'the Earth 
1s very fruitful for them, that they want 
not Cloaths which are convenient for them, 
and made by: the hand of: Nature ; that: 
Strength; Health: and Sleep, doth not fail 
them, that their Simplicity is Prudent, and 
that mpre they appear not capable of Re- 
fexions,they are feen' very ready, and ve- 
ry wiſe-ia" the ſphere of Objects, which 
they _ought to know for their intereſt, 
that is to ſay, for their Propagation , or 
for their Conſetvetion, that their Life 
| 1s ſweet and quiet, that they live with- 
3 ud jangling and inquietude 3 3 that their ' 
BF _Pealurg 
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Ir State, -and that they neither: deſirez: | 
fear. Death.. Beaſts then : enjoy very | ©: 
ur, the Falicity which they irepreſentc:; 2! 
123 the ;-moſt. perfect: of. all z and what - 
kn 1s 1t for us, fo great a miſery, to: be 

0 capable of Realon, that the Quality 
reaſonable, .hinders-us from pretending 
that of Happy 3: that the degree of.qur. -. 
rfection ſhould make the degree of our 
iery,. that the: Beaſts ſhould bei happy 
tto be Men, and thatthe :Men ſhould'be 
Wrable not tobe Beaſts? Certainly there: ' 
Fo likelyhood it ſhould be ſo; Nature 
"Fo wile. in all other things, to: beſo lit- 
'W in this, and unleſs rhat: Men will de- 
" Wade themſelves, and uncertake to brand 
"FW excellency of their Nature, they muſt 
"Wee that there isa Sovereign Good, which 
'*F be found, and which deceives not:our 
*Pifres : but which is not ſound in the ob- 
us of this Lite, which. always. deceive 
It Deſires. 

© We muſt add ſtil}, that the fhneſt Lines 
"F this Deſcriprion, : which the: Poets 
"Fre of the Felicity of "Men, are con- 
Wn” For if a Man be happy even 
'F F Ip point of being ſatisfied. with his 
p State 
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ſores are not mixt with. Suſpitions.: 16% 
| + Jealouſies ,:: that | Law-Suits '\nevers/ 
ment, .them:; and that rwhich is: moſt-- :-," 
uſiderable, that they are content with: 
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© State, and not deſire a better; ae can” 
© he not bear Death, which is "the fatal. 4» 
Term of that Felicity ? And if” that which i : 
he quits'by his Death is fo ſmall a Thing,” *F.. 
that he neither deſires or fears to die, how 

1s it that:he can be ſatisfied with lis Con. 
dition?- That Man ſpoke very much at his 

eaſe. "He ſeems to ſay nothing: neither in» 

theſe Verſes: 


\ 


Dol fis efſe velis, nibilque malu, a 
Summum nec metuas diem, nec optes. 


That i is, the Philoſopher? s$ Stone in mora-: 
Itty, wwhich-is a Man that is content with. 
his Condition, and who fears not Death, 
Beſides, that "theſe Ideas deſtroy them. C. 
ſelves, they annihilate the Nature of Man, F 
who Joves himſelf neceſſarity, and who 
loves himſelf without bounds, as we have > |: 
already ſeen, He loves not Happineſs 
with mediocrity, and by conſequence he 
cannot-be contented until he has obtained 
the infinite Good, He fears Miſery moit 
lovereignly, and . by -con{2quence he- can- 
not ceaſe fearing until he ſhal} be aſſured 
of his 1mmortzlity. 
' dt 1s; certain befides,. that one of the 
greateſt Defeds of the” Felicity that Van - 
Jeeks after,or of that Plcafure aſter'wwhich' 
he runs-wyirth ſo much Argour , is, thar is- 
is 


—— 
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is certain in its Foundations ;/ it depends 
on a thouſand Caufes which are hot in 
| ' ory power to- procure, or- to take from, 
þ What Reliance can: you- have upon 
; ths health of-a' 'Body,--which every. - thing 
- threatens-iwith ruin”, and_what'tranquillity 
\ can you bave' in "tha regard, if its death 
is every where found,” in the nouriſhments 
"which makes it live, in tlie Air, -which it 
£ bevathss in the breath of one" ſick which 
-it beholdeth, in.an Inſe& which pricks it, 
- 1nan infinity of ſecret Canſes', which we 
"call neither prevent nor ſhun ? Who ſhall 
| aſſure me-of the poſſeſſions of my Riches ? 
Who hall be anſwerable" to me''for the 
| | /Coferrations of - the" Perſons who are 
agreeable to-me ? Who 1s it that ſhall co- 
. ver me and mine, from the accidents ſo 
_ . ordinary..io Society? | 
' * The Fourth fault of this Human Feli- 
«city, is, that nor only it- Is corfuptible, 
_ «bat likewiſe momentaty z- i laſts. "hot fo 
long as our lives, it wants a great veal; 
Sleep, during which we are without Seh- 
fiment, carries away a govd part , it doth 
. nor ſubfilt ſolong a time as this halfe of oyr 
life, which we paſs in waking and in re- 
i flexion ; for we are not always employed 
in caſting of Pleaſure: I will 'Tay much 
- ,more, ir endures noc fo long && the pre- 
| Jace of the Pres; hich 2aye it breath, 7 
. . Picalues 2 
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++Dleaſure —_ not but in this; p "W 
which laſts ſo- little: from Privation co ( 
yment.-.. There, is ſome- joy in-acquiringſs 
\ bat this Pleaſure. is loſty ſo-ſoon as it is ac"; 
#1 quired, [The-greateſt -Goodsin che-WorldſWl - 
nk 1; When have beenpoſleſt two- Days, dof 
.* hardly affe& us ;-it ſcems-that Felicity it 
this: regard, .conliſts not but in the ſkrisfa+ 
..Ctionof. Deſire, which neither tendersyou 
" happy when it lives, or: when-it: dies: Bit 
' in the-ioſtant that -it;! expires; \Nattre- lol 
- wiſe in.all-things,. would-inſtruct 08; that 
+ this;Govd ought not-£0 be' neglected, be. WW! 
.cauſe.that ſhe has affixt Joy -to the Acqui-h* * 
fitionz but-it would, inſtru& vs, -: that this. 
Good -ought- not to-.fatishe our Sonl, be. 
- "Ccaule-that theſe 1pleafures: vaniſh, almoſt 
; .+a$ ſoon as we-begin to. ibe ſenſible of them. 
_ The Fifth defe&t of the Felicity Memnreach 
1 aiter-; conſiſts .1n this; that their Hap: 
 pineſs. 1s. always. mIxt with miſery's they 
- have no Good .which-is not accompanied 
wich Bitterneſs, 


Impia ſub Juli melle. veuen; RY A 
- Ovid. lib. 7, meta: Fx 


. know. not: hkewiſe. how it happens, 
that the: ptoportion 'of 'Goods, which a! Þ 
annext to a condition, 1s the. Proportion b 
0; Evils which will {cllow it. " 
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ra Lo bn, the laſts, that. this Feligity fill 
Vi our Soul ;. it, anſwer ROT Ihe AlteCti- 
£99 with which we have defired the. ,Tem- - 
* poral Goods z So at. anding a0 gxtream 
*. diſproportion between. the god, which 


ou” 

K.. we. have. acquired,,: 2nd. the ardour with 
ul , Which we have def Ig ; We kind, qus.ſelves 
wal. & in, . ſome. ſort, famiſht ig, the; idgle of 


i © Plenty. | 

"F...- Although the Love. of ourSelyes,. loves 
ys Dor, to, gonliger, all the things, high way 

bo b ſhew it the vanity of its.Ties ; it * certain, 
EA that, it. interyiews all the de- 
ws; |. faults.in the Fel Ry, which. i0 purſues : it 
"hs ; - feels that the-pleaſure.. of Sence. ig der 
oy the Felicity, of Bealts, than of.Men,.it a- 
# 7 grces that, Happineſs to. be,ſolid, muſt be 
:.4 a, Jurable,. it does not deny, that,an, aſſured 
7 ® Happioeſs i is got preter able to..a Felicity, 
” which is uncertain in its foundation, It 
is ſenſible that to be happy, Man mult be 
- able to fix this tranſitory Pleaſure, which 


117} Ha A ; F 

; "> 1s not found but in the inſtant of the Ac- 
ns ©. Quilition. Ir agrees that tine Felicity 
2 ought to fill our Souls, 


Right Reaſon requires, that it ſhould 
þ cck other ſprings of Felicify ; but prefenc 
Platu.e. 
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pleaſure which interdefſeth it, and mhi « 
teduceth the Underſtanding, and fixi 

- * - unto that Which is agreeable, rather t hat P 
that which is true, ſuffers ic not to tak} 


_. this way ; his own Lora ferve him her. 
- at their: Table they come* al)d take thllit; 

place of' Qualick&which the Obje&@ wants 
not being le to niake 'in the World 
- Felicity which might  fatisfie his Reaſon 
' Man makes himſelf in this* refpec” a Reafſ: 
' ſon which ſatisfies his pleaſure. Thie Jude; 
-Mment pre-polſeſt gives utiro them fall S| 

. Goods, a character which they have no 
+ ©in- themſelves ;?and iris here above alli 
+ + that we muſt adjnire'the prodigious gſern 7 : 
' dant which the* Heart Has over'the'Judg 

en”, for itis nothiog\to diſgulſe the abſſÞ® 
.traCted and ſpEculative tfoubles:* But iſe 
"diſguiſe thetroubles;of Sentiment yd iy 
- perience : 'it is that Wifich ſhews 'usbettenſ® 

: than all other"things, the force of or co 
” ruption; and it is that we.ſhall fet,*in un: _ 
 *ſolding the moſt hidden Myſteries of thi \ 
"© ;5911 Love. CO OE OS 


% « 


4 % ».. Fe = os Sip - ; 7 OLED 1 : 
+ bs Sb IS 2 $8. . . Sb ht i OR ATT" FD ; - "TATA F 
i CAT... 9 RD oo 2A ORE 4 +25; Bot GN > So <7 OT, k Wat Wen bs i LES ade eb ad OTIS CoD by 
> RES 2 Contam. 25 SORT: II" SA ee Er ar oh BS BS. Y CEOS OB. 30. YEE YO ae WE WO OS Tek EAN 
-.1 Ta bY OY”, JT. £5 L L. ett ed 1K x $51 ROWS IT "aw {#2 pts «. "7; Kb b es fo * ot, © dF», ons _ , 2 
WT 7,8 LH a WE Es os LOS = th + ; : .7 be 3a A IT WIPE " * EIS PE 
” L; - E ** 
X : +7) 
6 : z £4 
: . \ 
- p 2x. 
o " & <p 
P.,. 
% » . o bl 
l Ys 
l on 
” 
CY ! ſu ; 
s 9 
. an 
i 
T 
n 
py 


_ 


EE: CHAP. Xx 
| i Phergin are confider'd the Illuftens which 


| Self-Love. frames, for to corredt-the 
Y. eres which it finds in the Hpinge . 
al. "i ſeeks after. 


IT Love being ſenſible that the World- 
9 1y Felicity is too groſs ' for to ſatisfie 
, Judgment, 'and in effet a Happineſs 
ſhich none but the- Body feels, ought not 
þ ſatisfie our Soul ; it ſeeks for to Spiri- 
alize the corporal Pleaſures for to de- 
ive. us, in ſhowing us, that they fatisfie 
JN the Soul' and the- Body, There. 
te Self. Love has affixt unto this groſs and 
xjoal Felicity the delicateneſs of Senti. 
tent, the eſteem of the Judgment, and 
Minetires the Duties themſelves of Re- 
bion, in conceiving them Spiritual, Glo. 
us and Sacred, 

For the Firſt, who would not be aſto- 
Id to ſee- the- prodigious ntmber of 
pl | houghrs, of Sentiments, of Fiftions, of 
Y | HE of Hiſtories, which the volup- 
puſheſs of Senſe has invemed. Gather 

| [2 all the Books which were ever - , 

H acs. = 
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made upon” Morality, which is the cc 
of well-living, and compare them with 
thoſe which have been made upon th 'F 
, Pkaſures of Intemperxance, 'and the Atth . 

ons which depend thereon.' You will find Wy: 
that there is no. compariſon ” be made 
between the'one and the of ro dn. 
ſider theſe Actions . under chels. taral. 
form, they have a baſeneſs which rebikes 

our Pride, which conſiſts inthe AbjeCtand 
vile Conformity which they give us with Bk 
other Animals, What muſt be done 4 ; 
to elevate them, and to render them wot, % Wa), 
thy of Man? One muſt Spizitualize them, ſhirt 
ro. make them an objet SS the nicety:« c -x 
the Judgment, to make them a matter of Me 
ting Sentiments, to invent. therenpon_ ff : 7% 
Plays of- Imagination, to turn them pay th 
ably by Eloquence and Poetry 3 andia fine-Mike, 

- to employ Etervally all the Faculties-and} 
all the Lights of the reaſonable Soul, 4 , 
make the'pleaſures agreeable unto a proud! 
Soul, which a voluptuous Body. has taſted;Wir 
[ ſpeak here according to the Prejudice © ') "M 
the Vulgar ; for the Body in it felf has nos 
Sentiment. - It is for that, that Self E 
has ſtill fixt eſteem to the moſt ſhamelul $ 
abaſements of Human Nature, Pride und be 
Voluptuouſneſs are twoPaſlions which not * 
withſtanding they come ſrom the. ſame. 
Spring, which is ScIf ary err 


id cores The Ficit makes us beal 
mage of Beaſts, and the Second it 
I; the Devil ; ſo theſe two Pall 
b= ;,cach other. oftet in, our : Heart 3 
it this combat cannot be agreeable to a 
rart which would preſerve the, one and 
Ether and which.is almoſt equally ſen. 
c of Pleaſure and. of Glory 3 it muſt 
kke them agrees and. for that. it makes 
d things one, either it tranſports the 
t Wt Ne uk intothe Pride, or it tranſl 
» Warts che Pride.into the Vol Lu 
of W1 | may expreſs my ſelf in that manner. 
o% ec uncing the7pleaſure of Senſe, it.will 

2 greater pleaſure in acquiring Eſteemz 
th at. we find here voluptuoutyels,, indem- 
hed z- or taking the reſolution. to. ſatisfie 

elt-by the pleaſure of Sence, it affixes 
em unto Voluptuouſneſs; ſothat there- 
we ſee Pride comforted for. its lolles, 

If there was: but one only Man of this 
WEipolition, he would not eaſily ſacceed in 
deſign : but the miſery is, Men are a- 
of Te, and they underſtand one. another ; 
ada they have alike inclination, they a- 
"of | without difh.ulty to conſccrate it; 
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'It'is © Bhros for Pleaſure, which © _ 4 
- "it #2 great deal more exquiſite than Glaty, Wit 
that'theirregular imagination of Merl has hl 
faſten'dtoit : but the reaſoning is ſtill n wcþ | # 
+ better, than when this pleafare ts'lbokt'on 
as a pleaſire which Religion ordaits/'& 
debaucht Woman who could perfwade in 
the time of Paganiſm, that ſhe * ulfIPE the 
-inclinatiori of a God, fonnd the plc res 
-of Imtemperanice much more ſenſibſe;* 
*a Religions Man' who diverts himſelf;%or 
who avengeth himſelf under. Sacred" pre he 
-tences,' firds in'the'voliptaonſneſs "4 Salt it 
more * pricking and more agrecable * tha Wii: 
Volaptuouſnels i tfelf,* Wl 3 
© Ho one tay diſtinguiſh Two parts" ti 
the Human Felicity of 'which we ſpeak; "a 
groſs and ſenſible part which is as th ki | Þ 
dy ; anda'part more 'free ow delnc eat, | 
which we will call its Spirit. It'is certain; 
that as all'the Sentithierits of Pleaſhre A ad 
Joy which we have in the” World; 1ncre | 
ſs the Body of this Felicity ; all theW 
fions which Self-Love' frames upon tt 
Subject, for to make it-appeareither res 
ſonable* or Glorious, or Sacred 3 all-t 
falſe diſcourſes of Men, who: ſpeak Ei 
nally of the Objects of their Defirech ( 
the bad Ideas of Education, which in this , 1 
reſpect deceive us, after an infinite number 
of manners ; all the bad Lectures, -. re). 


'" Knowing ones Self. IOr: 
udies -which go out 'of the way of Piety, - 
[thouſand Prejudices, « thouſand Maxims 

] Iy eſtabliſh, ſerv for to augment-it to 
h | Judgment, and. to make this vain Fe- | 
tity enter into the. higheſt part. of our 
ul by Eſteem, as it had already enter'd - 
o the loweſt by Sentiment, 
Ut is thus, that Self-Love takes its mea- 
re: againſt the firſt Defe&t which it in- 
4 views in its pretended Felicity. But it 
bot in that alone that it finds 1t defect. 

. it is ſtill fo mixt, that it renders us 

al th r. miſerable than happy, and it is in 

jan Wis that Self-Love delights to. deiude it 

; "i For aprehending that the ſtrong at. 

"10 Wtion which we make upon the defects 

wþ tithe Goods of the World, upon the In- 

mmoditics and Miſeries which accompa- 

ate; Withem, may diſabuſe us in that reſpect, 
bras away our Conſideration from all 

which is the moſt capable of making . 

Ekoſfible of this Miſery, which accompa- 

wks the Goods of the World, the thing is 

- lt tle difficult ; For how ſhall we place 

Kenn ſelves above the proof of Sentiment ? 

tne that hinders us not from ſucceeding 

rebWthe extream deſire we have of deceiy- 

Fe, four Selyes agreeably. 
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. For to comprehiend that _ one niſt th 
know, that at the preſent how fiveet | þ 
ever it may. appear'td# us; and! whatever” With 
inclinations we may haye to ſacrificeall foe! 
it, it appears nevertheleſs too» ſhort; and” ſe Gc 
too much bounded to a Soul, which! by i; : 
to extend and- aprandize it ſelf by imagi-: You 
nation, "it almoſt canſes ibs Paſt and 1 
Conte | to enter into- the des of ous ce th 
dition; not tbe Paſt and: #6 Come, ſuck * al 1 
they arcin Fruth ; but 2/e Paſt and t- Came WL 
ſich as our Soul "would wiſh them. Out ſet 
State 'appears to us then a maſs of G lat 
whieh' follow us, and goes before” us; nit 
By remembrance 'of the pleaſures that Uk 
we have' had, we render the Paſt preſent Ii 
tous; 2hd'by the Idea of the Goods ty ov 
we hope to: have in the World, -we- anti. Wubi 
cipate what's To come. If we ſhould'cs ry Wihe 
a right view upon all their differences or Foy 
nme, we ſhould findin the Paſt, that whiC h wict 
we find i in the Preſext, that is to ſay, Goods Wea! 
mixt with a great deal of bitterneſs; forric 
the Good which we have poſſeſſed, hasnot Ma; 
been more pure than that which we me 
ſeſs, and that which we ſhall poſſeſs, oh le 
different from that which we have poſſeſt 1 a 
But as the Soul loves not to think but ono 
that which pleaſeth it, ic happens that it Yſcc 
retains the Ideas of Good which it has 1 Whic 
feſt; b<caule theſe Ideas are S_— je | 
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tat it loſes the Idea's of Evil, which bath 


ben mbxt with that Good, "becauſe that 
& Idea's have ſomething grievous, ul- 

$ that the Evil Paſt 'be to us 'yet as a 
4 becauſe that we are deliver'd from 


| | . ' it forms likewiſe an agreeable Idea in 


jr Judgment, in regard of what's tocome; 
we know it not but by Hope, then Hope 
s'the Good for its Obje&t, and not at 
JI the Evil, The Paſt and to Come, one 
tereof is no more, and the other is not 
ſer, holding a great ſpace in our imagi- 
tion, and preſenting themſelves always 
mth that they have agreeable, and never 
þ: that which they have of grievous; 
dn muſt not wonder, if a ſhining Idea of 
br Happineſs form itſelf lictle by little, 
phich is very difficult to be deſtroyed by 
e Sentiment of our Miſery.”* Our paſt \ 
ys ſubſiſt ſtill, The applauſes where- 
ih our Merit has been recompenc'd, aps 


al ear to us really Preſent, becauſe that 


M 
ol. 


i: 


olf 
[1 it Y 


ride hath livelyly painted them in our 
mgination. And what would this be, if 
e could add ſuch advantages as we have 
it yet; unto thoſe we already 'poſleſs ; 
* if we ſhould obtain the fortune of thoſe 
who are the object of our Envy? -Sobya. 
cond irregularity of our "imagination, 
__— hath the fame ſpring as the firſt, 
hd to oyr ſelves an Idea of thoſe 
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Goods, which being in the power of 2n0%. 
ther Man, are become the objects of our:. 


Deſires, an agreeable and: flattering Ideaj. "MW 
becauſe-we ſee: that which they | have off | h 
gliſtering, and that we cannot ſee all the.' Wi 
pains that accompany them. So that the: Wh 
Idea of our State, and : the Idea of'the. Wt 
State of other Men; the agreeable Ima» Wo 


ges of what is paſt; a thonſand -hopes' 
which have for their certain QbjeQ the. 


Incertitudes. of what is to come, ſtriking: MW 
our. Minds inceſſantly ; whereas the Evils- Wt 
which are to come, are not felt but from; 
time to time it is no wonder if the: Soul, We 
grows intoxicated, and 1i a thouſand ex»” 
periences cannot bring it back from-itsil-. 
loſions. This blindneſs. goes fo far as tar Wi 


dare ſometimes to look upon this Felicity, 


of Fleſh and Blood, as having fſecured+ Wal 
Foundations, We have a proof of this 
Truth inthe Language of that Man, whom} 
the Son of God repreſented, as feeding "Wor 


Bi 
$f 
: .* 
we 


himſelf with the certain Ideas of. a Happi» Wi 


neſs, which 'was ſuddainly to be raviſh'd 
from him. ( Ay Soxl, ſaid he, eat. aud; W 
arink,, makg good cheer, we bave goods beapt 
#p for many years.) Thos he ſpake when” 
| he heard a terrible voice which told him,” 
( Thu fool thy Soul ſhall be required of thee 
i bis night; and then the goods whbicy thou baſk Wu 


ts up, unto whom ſhall they os g þ 4 lac: 
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-But'in fine, Mat is nat ſo blind, that: 
e interviews not the end of this Felicity, 


herewith he is as it were inchanted ; he 


mows that the World ſhall not always 

jake his Happineſs, becauſe that it 15cCom- 

pſed of corruptible Objefts, and: he is 

ot ignorant, that he ſhall not be always 

a condition of taſting the a yy 
ie World, becauſe he is not immortal, 


0 hat becanſe of the defect of this CD 


if Sentiment which he cannot obtain, he 
; ks to perpetuate his memory. T bus be 


| Wares what he can from the Shipwrack ; but 


lat which he ſaves 1s not worth the care 
bat he-takes. For what is the Glory of 


. Y; an after his death ? Itis faid an Antient, 


good Wind after a Shipwrack ; and cer... 
ly nothing is more. vain than all the 
leans which Self-love has invented for to 
ſerpetuate its. Glory, The Urns,-the 


+ Fombs, the Pyramids, the Mauſoleums, 


Theatres, the Temples, the Cities 


4 | ile to the memory of illuſtrions Men, 


vetry and Eloquence, the Arr of Painters 
d Grayers . tmployed to preſerve ſome 


1 eas of their Virtue; or ſome Lines of 


their Faces, cannot avoid the deſtiny of 
rruptible things, and as theſe things 


ft Unnot perpetuate themſelves , they are 


$ePebte of Eterpizing thoſe whom they 
have 
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have for thrir object: that would be to. 
perpetuate the Shadows, and how ſoil i: 
. they perpetuate the Sentiment ? i het 


Nos quoque florximus, ſed flos fuit ile Wy i * 


I know not whether a Man ſhould be. j 
more unreaſonable; when by the efforts of. ul 


his Deſire he ſhould doubt of his 'Mor-' hi 
tality;'than he is then, when by the { Kiſh 
duCtion of his Heart he ſhall ſeek a vain be + 
1mmortality. : Wi 
I know very well, that no body ſel 
ouſly denies but that he muſt Dye; but | is 
_ Know not likewiſe, whether any Man telly Bite 
himſelf ſerionſly that he ſhall dye : for tho Wii 
theſe two' terms have a too true Relation, Mov 
no body will unite them and if they look Bo 
on them, it is certainly with. an Eye which | (N 


untjes them one from another. We conſi- 


der Death without conſidering our Selves, 
we conſider our Selves without conſidering! le 
Death: but we love not to repreſent our ke 
Selves by the Idea of Death ; and nothing Wet 
in the World, let them believe what they Wuhi 
pleaſe, is more rare or more grievous to' il 


our Hearts, than the joyning theſe two. the 


Ideas is in our 1magination. 
This is not all yet Self-love undertakes | 
in ſome ſort, 'to fix the pleaſure which. -, ie 
acquiſition of Temporal Goods gives Us. Ft 
3 is with his deſign, that it ſeeks to =. li; 


\ 


Knowing" ones _ - ro7 


ip often SE Wo _ it polleſſes, Ve: 
T Ir repreſenting it the oft- 
þ moſt dy nor is poſlible, be” 
her ' the advantages which it hath acqui- 
thereby, be it inſeeking new methods 
#raſting the pleaſure unto which it is ac< 
ſt omed. It was a very great extrava- 
y- of Caligula, to propoſe the making 
ſhis Horſe Conſul, and canſing him to 
&- brought before the Senate, clothed 
4 Conſulary Ornaments, and the bun- 
s of Rods marching before him : but 
Is extravagance, which ſo much wounds 
35 had its pleaſures fora Heart, 
18g accuſtomed unto Sovereign 
wer, and hardly' being longer ſenſible 
'" found the means to give it an Air 
| novelty, by the irregularity of its re- 
h, and'the fantaſticalneſs of its humour. 
liguls in his Folly had the pleaſure to 
| & therein, how much other men- were 
A | aferior to him. In fine, Self-love which 
'Fkems co be diſabuſed from the exceſſive Idea 
wich it hath conceived of Temporal 
lings, then when it ſees the void which 
y leave in our Heart, frames to it ſelf 
willuf on ſtill in this regard. For ſeeing 
| ab it cannot be happy by this manner of 
Emporal Goods which it hath- acquired, 
t prepoſſeſſes it ſelf with the Thought 
* "hal find in the quantity the Hap. 


Poe | J 


pineſs which i it finds: not. in | the quality-of of 
their advantages. | Thus the |rich7Man,. I be 
who ought to diſabuſe himſelf from the. al 
_ vanity:.of Riches, by the experience w pl 
he makes: of them, perſwades himſelf he 
ſhall be happy, when he. ſhall be Richer. 
than he is at preſent; and as the dem) 
of temporal Proſperity are not limited, it 
is not to be wondred at, in whatſ 
State he:ſhall find himſelf in, there be forms. 
ed ſtillin him new Deſires. 

And: becauſe that our. Soul interviews, 
| that the advantages of the World are Pun 
conſiderable by their being real, than! 
their being imaginary, it has char addr 
to deegive it ſelf ſtill upon this ſubjects. 
it ſeeks the eſteem of others, and to pals | 
for happy in the judgment of ' the ' multi» Pl 
tude, for to make uſe afterwards of- this I 
eſteem for to decelve it ſelf, and: to per» : 'W 
ſwade it ſelf of its own Happineſs, upott': 
the Faith of them who know us not. It ; 
Is an agreeable ObjeCt to a great Man, to \F] 
ſee himſelf follow?d. by a greedy and inte. 
refſed croud of People, who ſhow enough 
by their preſſing the accompt they make: 
of Grandeur, that perſwades him that he. : 
is not deceiv'd in the Thought that he had 
that he ſhovld be happy, by that which. 
ſhould elevate him above other Men ; and + 
it the interior experience which he makes, & | | 


' , 


ro$ 
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of his State, agree not with this Thoughe, 
he ſuſpends theſe ſad reflexions of his Mind, 
land he ſays to himſelf, that ſo many Peo- 
ple who eſteem him happy may deceive 
themſelves, and he reſolves to be” fatisfied 
with his condition, in deſpight 'of all rhe 

Fentiments, and all the experiences. of his 

| 8 4 very well, nevertheleſs that it 
often happens, that Men repulſed by ſome 

danger, or preſent "diſgrace, which makes 

'.lively and profonnd 'impreſlion in their 

Hearts, are diſpuſted at their condition, 

and bear an envy unto that of other Men : 

but this diſguſt endures not long, it is diſ- 
fipaced: with the Object it hath 'brovghc 
forth; and fas the agreeable Ideas take 
 Eplace next after the fad Ideas which had 
Aruck our Souls, "arid had wn a "manner 
Wounded ther, incntring impetuouſly into 
Four Judgment, then we. ſee nothing bur 
- what's fine of our condition; and we re- 
'prehend our ſelves for our firſt defigns, Tt 

1s this which one of the moſt agrecable 
Wits of the Age of Anguſtus has expreſt 

e [I vith a great deal of Livelyneſs and Grace 
e Inone of his Oles. 
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7 #i Milian nemo gran þbi ſts 
2 ratio dederit, ſer ſors objecerit, ie a," 


Contentus vivas, laudet diverſa ſequentes 2 | 
0 fortunati mercatores, gravis aunis . "Y i 

les ait, multojam fraftus membra labore. © £ but 
Contra Mercator, navem jalautibus auſtrs ;, 
Militia eſt potior: quid enim? concurritur:hays . 
a1 omento citamors vents, aut viftoria wal 
4 ey laudat juris, legumg, peritus_. 

b gall ceutn Conſultor bi oftia pmlſas. .. 

I The atis vadibus qui rure extraftus in wrhem lp 
Solos felices viventes clamat in urbe. 


And certainly it is;. no great won 


that. the” conditions of others-appear ot- 
__ more happy thaa. our. own -yato 
f- 


our Self-love, .becauſe. that we feel our 
own Ills, and feel. not theirs; and that 
their Goods ſhew themſelves to us without 
mixture, . becauſe that we ſee but the out- 
tide of their conditian. -. But in fine, let it 
be the {dea of Temporal advantages. we 
poſll:is, or the image of Goods which 
others poſſeſs, which prepoſleiſes us load- 
vantageouſly in favour - of the Goods of 
the World; it is cettain that: we have all 
excellive Idea of them ; and it is that which 
Men Jook npon ordinarily as their Sove= 
reign Good. For to that end, it is not 
neceſſary that our Judgment judge {- 


CES 
relly F; 
by. 


% 


"wks ones =" aux ; 3 
peſly and diſtinQly, that the -World is  : 
the Sovereign Good ; ;gor;that our. Mouth 
; jronOURCE theſe ſame words. . -Man: is na- 
and too Glorious for.to affeQ thinking, 


ying abſurdities that. are too ſenſible, 
ob loyes the World ro for to ſay 


| 7 In, his Heart, if he: fay-it not. with his 
gment. 
H- But it will be good to continue the confi- 
(eration of the moſt general inclinations of 
r Heart, which flow from the love which 
© have for our ſelves. -- For it will be ea. 
ſe to ;us to. know their Streams, when we 
bal have well Uikcorened their nA 


# 


CH AP. XI. 


Wherein are confidirtd thi general Tnclie 
* nations of the love of our Selves, aud 


the defire of perfettions. 


HE Two general Goods which Man 
4 vaturally wiſhes: for, are Happineſs 
md Perfection : but he wiſhes not forthem, 
- bat with ſome ſubordination, and ſome de. 
Whendance. For he wiſhes not tor Happt- 
tefs for Perfection : but he wiſhes for Per- 
" for hppa, 


Man 
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| Matt eaince be well ſatisfied: whilitel or 
conſerves the Ideis : of his defeQs; 1th; © xri 
hat which obliges/him to Uiſcuiſertiem xe VM 
.himſelf, as much as he cari poſſible, andto w 
rid- himſelf of them, unleſs that in'renoan. £1 
cing/his\defetts;' he ſhould renounce! ſome: 
fort of Pleaſure, 40- the! which he' uk i 
his Happineſs to conliſt. ai. 
_ Iris'true, that as the Judgment judpes 
always in favour of the AﬀeCtions-of-the 
Heart ; -itdeceives us often in confoun 
Nana with Virtues;Defects with Perfell 
| In Zebiopid the handſomeſt People 
oo «the blackeſt; in Ezrope, and in therelt 
of the World they are the  whiteſt ; it is 
not, it may be, ſo eaſie as is imagin'dt6 
decide, who; are in-thewrong.. lt is:ſo of 
the qualities i of the Soul. Vivacity, which 
makes. a great: part. of . the moſt ſhining 
Mecricin tio ©o ountries, paſles itt others 
for an eſſential defeCt. 

And certainly, nothing 1s more difficult 
than to make this jaſt diſcernment of De- 
feats from the Perteftions in the midſt of 
theſe. darkneſles and prejudices which fol. 
low our corruption. It is not ſufficient 
for thit to conſult the publick Opinion 
for Men often agree to conſeerate the 
weaknelles which are common to theif, 
and when they agree In an affection, they 
generally judge it worthy of an eſteem» NY: 
| «Þ 
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« at leaſt of ſupport. There are Coun- 

tries, where: Drunkenneſs paſſes for the - 

yice of a diſhoneſt Man; and others, 

p xe it Is lookt upon as a fault a-la- 
mode; - and which does no eſſential harm, 

{Ther will be then no harm, if Men 

nd their Judgments upon that which - + 

© 9 Vice and Virtue, Perfection and 
erfection, until they ſhall have time to 

Sofale the diſtin&-prol] pets of their Judg- 

ments, or Religion, which is ſtill a 1 

& way for to know their rrue Duties. 

;- Now to help us to diſcern this, we muſt 

Rmark that there is this difference between 

God and the Creature, that there is none 

but God that poſſeſſes all the PerfeCtions ; 

þ that it may be afficm'd, that he has 

all that which can be known as a Good, 

dr which merits any eſteem, that if he 

kath it not expreſly, he hath it eminently, 

that is to ſay, that he has theſe Qualities, 

lt Hor PerfeCtions yet greater, which anſwer 

e&- Ft theſe Qualities. But for the Creature, 

of Fit cannot pretend but to poſſeſs the Per- 

ol. Fections which are due to its Species, It 

nf Yb not neceſlary that a Stag ſhould have 

nz Fvings, it is enough that it has {wiftneſs 

he Yr its ſhare. The Birds have nothing to 

; Bo to ſwim, it is ſufficient that they have 

fings to flye. 
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«Then, in this Men fail doubly, in that 
they pretend to have the perfeCtions,which 
are no ways due to their Species, and in 
that they renounce thoſe which belong to 
them, and which matches their eſlential & fe 
PerfeCtions ; for they give to their Body | m 
that which belongs not to it, and take IN w| 
from the Soul that which doth belong II it: 
to it. god | 

They will perpetuate and ſpread the. | ſid 
' firſt, they endeavour to prove it a Species || Pe 
of 'Eternity , of which 4it is not capa« I thi 
ble, and a' Species of Grandeur, or if you } it; 
you pleaſe of Immenſity , which cannot }F an 
agree with it. | the 

But Men fail more yet, in that they will F Le 
not enter into themſelves, nor conſider }} hir 
that which they are naturally. As they | ble 
imagine falſly, that the quality of Man F the 
contains but baſeneſs and -miſery, they ſeek F bu 
not the Perfetions which are due unto || cor 
this general Quality : but they aſpire to } tha 
get our of this common condition, by the | no1 
help of ſtrange Goods, and exterior Re- | ng 
Jations which diſtingutſh them. hx 

They ſeek no longer the PerfeCtions || the 
due to Man : but the PcrfeCtions due tO Ff per 
a Mzgiſtrate, to a Haundic: afis-man, to |} hy 
Learned Man, to a Citizen, to a Gentle- 
man, to a great Lord; they make their 
Ho:.our conſfilt no longer 1a that which 
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-might . perfect human Nature, and enrich 
"the;Mind, that immortal Eſſence, the live. 


» 


1y expreſſion of the Divinity :. but in that 
which may make us ſucceed in our pro- 
 feſſion,. however low , it be in it ſelf, of 
make us fill worthily the place in fociety, 
wherein we find our ſelves by the circum-_ 
ſtances of our Life. | | 
From thence it follows, that Men. con- 
ſider not the qualities, and call them noc 
Perfeftions or Defects, but according to 
the relation which they have with the 
ſtate 'wherein they ſuppoſe theriiſelyes, 
and in the which Self-lave and Pride fixes 
them for to make themſelves eſteemed. A 
Il F Learned Man by profeſſion, nettles not 
r } himſelf with Bravery, A brave Man trou- 
y | bles himſelf rarely with Learning. Tell 
n } the firſt that he wants Courage, he will 
KF bur laugh, Make this reproach to the Se- 
Oo | cond, you will fill him with fury : becauſe 
0 } that Learning is hot due toa Man of War, - 
ie & nor ,Courage to a learned Man, This 
e- | Onght ro be underſtood when Self love 
lixes one in the place of the Learned, and 
ns F the other in that of Brave; for it hap- 
0 pens often enough, that a Man allz&ed 
2 ' by Pride, to appear that which they call 
le- i ( Omnis bome,) and then the Maxim chan- 
ces with the ſuppoſition, 
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116 The ART of 
It cannot be ſajd how many falle prejyu- 
dices ariſe from this Spring. Injultice, 
Debauchery, Rage finds thereby means to 
confecrate themſelves. Ordinary Robbery ti 
unites not it ſelf with Fortune, ' and the I * 
ſtate of a particular Man, who fees him- || ** 
{elf hang*d, or broken ypon the Wheel 4 
W 


for havingcommitted it; 1t 1s then'a fault, 
and likewiſe a baſe and ſhameful fault; but IF : 
the great Robberies, as the conqueſt of || *? 
Towns and Provinces do mark extetiorly | 
the grandeur of a Potentate, theſe are f 
then heroick enterpizes, There is a Ror- || ® 
ror and'Infamy afhxt to common Murder, 
which js ſubjeCt to the rigor of th: Laws, || ® 
and which by conſequence unites not it 
ſelf with the intereſt of particular Men, | * 
whom theſe Laws retain in their Duty: | dr 
But an unjuſt War, which includes an m- | be 
* finite of Murders, and of Robberies is not, |} 
x it be happy, but an obj of eſteem and tl 
admiration, 4' I 
We muſt rot ſay here as ſome, that In- | ® 
juſtices conſecrate themſelves by their ; M 
Grendeur, and that theexcefs of the Ccime | th 
makes the Glory, There would be excels I It 
> inthis Thovght: But we may fay, that | 
this fantaſtical inequality of our prejudi- , th 
cis upon the ſame thing, comes from the” || 
hahit which we have fram'd to our ſelves 
ot j:dging Qualities, enly by the relation _ 
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which they have with the ſtate -of thoſe 
/ who poſſeſs them. A Woman is diſho- 
noured for being ſeduced, and he who is 
the Author of that ſeducement, makes it 
a motive of his Vanity, There Is Cer- 
tainly a great deal of extravagance in this 
prejudice: nevertheleſs this diſorder of 
our Judgment, is founded upon the Maxim 
which-we have eſtabliſht, It is conceived 
in this World that Men have a thouſand 
| ways to make themſelves worthy. All the 

| ſprings of Glory are open to them. A Wo- 

man is bounded in that reſpe&, ſhe can 
neither Govern States nor Command Ar- 
mies, nor ſucceed in the Arts, and in the 
Sciences, at leaſt ordinarily, and the ex- 

J amples of the contrary are too rare for to 
draw to a conſequence : but ſhe may be an 

| honeſt Woman ; it is for that reaſon that 
nothing is more honourable in a Woman 

+ | than Chaſtity, The Empire of Beauty 
| likewiſe, which makes the Honor of Wo- 
\ men in the World, cannot make that of 
, Man, who is naturally deſtin'd to ſome- 
thing elſe than to make himſelf belov?d. 
| It happens even ſometimes, that a Vice 
| well-placed paſſes for a oreat Virtue, and 
that a Virtue ill-placed paſlles for the 
| greateſt faulr, Prodigality fits well upon 
Alexander, who being Maſter of the World 
"hm the Treaſure thereof, Qeconomy 
| 5 Op agrees 
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118 The ART of : 
agrees with Hanibal, who makes not his 
Armies'fabſiſt but by a Miracle, ſhut inas 
he is on all fides in Tealy. © Cruelty it ſelf, 
which would ill become him at another 
time, agrees with him in the condition 
that he is in. To the reſt as it happens, | Ivt 
that good Sence, Prudence, Probity, Ex- I we 
aQtneſs in keeping ones Word, &c. are | th: 
qualities which agree with all ſorts of || Ch 
States and Conditions ; it is not to be won. I} I 
dred at that almoſt all Men nettle them- |} of 
ſelves equally thereat. They ſeek not af- I l 
ter their Virtues as being worthy of Man: {| th: 
but as matching very well the State where- | bu 
in they are, and convenient to their Inte- I 1N; 
reſts. They ſeek to have effe&ively judg. If far 
ment and prudence, becauſe it is the reali- || th 
ty and not the ſimple appearances of theſe Þ th 
Virtues which are profitable to them, but || fig 
they content themlelves-ordinarily in ap. || h< 
pearing People of probity, becauſe that I ſt« 
the appearances of good Faith are more || W' 
profitable to them, 'as they do imagine, | & 
than the tcue poſſeſſion of that Virtue. || th 
We have reaſon to hate Hypocriſie, and | P* 
to be angry with this impoſture of vice, | W 
who ſeems to have a mjnd ro impoſe upon | IC 
God and Men, by an execrable trafiick of 
appearances and outward ſtudies: but we 
molt affirm things as-they are ; Hypocri- 
ſte 1s a Vice which appears cotnmon unto 
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all Men, They all ſtudy to ppear in the 
Light, which may be moſt advantagious 
tothem. lt is an error to imagine, that 
there are none but Hypocrits of Devotion; 
there are Hypocrites of Honor, of Reſo- 
lution, of Bravery, of Liberality ; and 
we ſee more counterfeits in the World, 
than thoſe who would impoſe upon the 


J Church, It is ſomething curious to ſee 
J two Perſons who create an acquaintance, 


or who enter into commerce, take them. 
ſelves mutually for rhe Cullies one of ano- 


I ther, and ſay nothing, nor do nothing, 
J but what comes from the deſign of Cheat- 
ing. They do affect Politeneſs, Complai- 


ſance, Integrity . and Honor , inſomuch 
that they believe they have. them. All 


J that certainly comes from a too bounded 
J ſight of Self-love ; and to get out of Error, 


he muſt (as I may ſay ) tread the ſame 


q ſteps back again, ſeek the Man whom he 
S would have ſhunn'd, and take for Perfe- 


tion, not that which diſtinguiſhes us : but 
that which matches this natural equality of 
Perfetion and Excellence, which we. have 
with other Men, to conſider our ſelves, 
not in our ſelves, but in God. 

The Perfeftions due unto the mortal 


Man are a {mall matter,but thoſe of the im- 
'mortal Man are all worthy of admiration, 
- He has nothing to do with Hypocrilie, for 
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to counterfeit himſelf to the eyes of Men 
he has nothing to do but to renounce the 
deluſions of his Pride, the vain prejudices 
of the World and its vails, which rob him 
of the ſight of himſelf, for to find hims 
{elf above even admiration. 

There 1s not even to the very paſſion 


of Man, that which changeth not it ſelf 
into Perfections, when they have their juſt 


extent in the immortal Man ; and if you 
mind, you will find that the buſineſs which 
is conceived in the Sentiments of our Soul, 


comes from the too ſtrait bounds which | 
Cupidity and Self love had given them. | 


Give unto the Soul all its flight, let it att 
in its own extent, and you ſhall find that 
it is a Divine Sphere which always aug- 
ments it {elf proportionably as it draws 
nigh unto God. 
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CHAP. XIL 


IWherein the general Vices are treated of, 
. which flow from Self-love ; and Firſt 
nd V, olwptuonſneſs. 


Here are Three Goods, which prin- 
1 cipally bind Self-love. The Firſt, 
Jybich makes it ſelf felr and deſired for 
. Rthe love of it ſelf: but which makes not 
git ſelf felt by it ſelf; it is eſteem, and the 
bt which makes not it ſelf felt or defir'd 
. by ic ſelf, and has but one goodneſs of 
$ Jeans, for to ſpeak at the School, which 
s Riches. All that is contain'd in the 
known diviſion of a good, agreeable, ho- 
teſt, and profitable : unto which muſt be 
wded a Fourth Good, which ſeems to 
ntain all thoſe, to wit Dignities, the 
which according to the Ideas that Men 
iave of them, are a compoſition of Plca- 
ſure, and Glory, and Help for to pals the 
Life commodiouſly. 
The love of Pleaſure is natural, that of 
tſteem is legitimate, the deſire of acqui- 
ing Riches, hath in it ſelf nothing crimi- 
| + but all theſe AﬀeCtions begin to _ 
Th the 
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the name of Vices, .ſo ſoon as they ceaſe, 
to be guided by Reaſon. 

Self-love binding it ſelf to pleaſure ; + ſus 
gainſt Reaſon, is calld | yvoluptuouſheſs. 
Self-love conſiderdin an irregular Love of hy 
eſteem, bears the name of Pride. Self-love 
having Riches for its Object, and deſiring he 
them with: an exceſſive Paſſion, is calld Kke: 
Avarice. In fine, Self-love tending to» 
wards Dignities with a paſſion which of- 
fends Reaſon and Juſtice, is call'd Ambi. 
tion : but as the Goods of the World re. 
duce themſelves to Pleaſure and Glory, 
the moſt general ircegularities of Self-loye, 
reduce themſelves likewiſe unto Voluptn- 
ouſneſs and Pride, the examination wher. 
of will terminate our ſearching for the 
preſent. 

Pleaſure may be conſidered 1n relation 
unto Man, who has this Sentiment, by-re+ ſh 
lation unto Society, and by relation unto ſh 
God. For it is certainly neceſlary in thele Yi 
three reſpets. It is by pleaſure that the 
Author of Nature has intereſled our Soul fk j 
in the preſeryation of our Body. We fie 
ſhould forget to reiterate the uſe of All fg 
ments, if it had not an agreeable Govult, 
It is pleaſure that makes us enter into com» 
merce one with another, whether it be 
m the Aconomic Society, or whether It Þ 
be in the Civil $>ciety, becauſe it Wo x. 
(01:08 0 
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His Sentiment that is owing the union of 
kn, and likewiſe the propagation of 
wman kind, - In fine, it is this pleaſure 
at we find to love God, and to, be be. 
yd of him, to hope for his Bleſſing, and 
jreceive his Graces, and to have Senti- 
znts of his Peace, and of his Love, which 
pkes us have commerce with him. | 
From thence it follows that Pleaſure is 
lminal, when it is oppoſed to the Good 
(Man,who has the Sentiment of it, or to 
e- Fac of Society, or to the Commerce which 
'; Ft ought to have with God. 
2 & That poiſoned Voluptuouſneſs ought to 
)- $eplacd in the Firſt rank, which makes 
f. Wen purchaſe long Miſery by momenta- 
e I Pleaſures. As the bounty of God ap- 
| Fears manifeſtly, in that he hath affixt 
N Fantiments of Pleaſure to Aliment, and 
2 Fnto other things which uatorally relate to 
0 Me preſervation of our Bodies; his Inju- 
|e lice alſo renders it ſelf very ſenſible in 
6 Fe rigorous ſcourge of Incontinency. But 
ul Ft is not only Voluptuouſheſs that afflicts 
'6 ite Body, which we ought to look upon 
ll Bn contrary to Man. We ought to make 
t, the ſame judgment of that which weakens, 
t which troubles the Mind. 
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We ought again to look upon Pleaſhceli; 
as criminal then, when it tends either 16+ 
deſtroy Society, or to' trouble the order 
thereof, Such are the voluptuouſneſkgn 
which are founded upon bad Faith and 
Infidelity, which eſtabliſhes in ſociety, thei 
confuſion of Race and of Children, and 
which are followed with jealouſies andi@e,} 
miſtruſts, and very often with ' murders 
and with wicked attempts upon the moſt; 
Sacred and inviolable Laws of Nature, la 
fine, we ought to look upon It as a crimi 
nal Pleaſure, the Pleaſure which God for. 
bids, whether It be by his natural LawShe 
which he has given to all Men, or wheth 
ther it be by a poſitive Law, as likewikSe 
Pleaſure which weakens, ſuſpends ot' de-ſhre 
ſtroys the commerce we have. with him, in 
binding us tao much to the Creatures, i 

Upon this principle it is not difficult to 
ſee, what judgments we ought to make off 
all the different ſpecies of voluptuouſneſs; hi 
or to examine all its charaFers. In gene-W7þ 
ral, as Nature has eſtabliſht that the Ccor-Khei 
ruption of the beſt things is always thehh 
worſt; it iscertain likewiſe. that the mores; 
otie ſort of pleaſure is neceſſaryand impor 
rant to Man inits natural and well govern'd 
uſe, the more likewiſe the ill ule of that hs 
pleaſure is dangerous and criminal, - The 
voluptuouſneſs of tye Sight, of the Smel, | 
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wet the Hearing, it may be is the leaſt 
; becauſe it deſtroys not its Being, 
bay? it does harm to 'no body, and it 
ſends not God generally ſpeaking, then 
hen one ſees agreeable Objects, or when 
x ſmells exquiſite Odors, or when one 
tars melodious Conforts, I ſay generally 
Ne: ting 3 becauſe there is an infinity of 
15, ircomſtances which may render thefe Sie 
oliires criminal, how innocent ſoever they 
ly appear in themſelves, A Man is cri- 
n-Sinal in having a paſſion for Shows, for 
"_ jents or Muſick, then when he neglects 
hereby his Affairs, or that he forgets to 
i the Duties of Society , Or in fine, 
n when the continyal uſe of theſe plea- 
res turn him away from the ſpiritual 
Fommerce which he ovght to have wittr 
od, without reck?ning that there are ſe. 
tera] ſpecies of voluptuouſneſs very dan- 
Mtrons, which. are all hid in the firſt. Men 
firm, believe they ſeek only the pleaſure 
rhe Sight tn their fine Gardens, and 'in 
err magnificent Houfes : and they feek 
the terein the pleaſure of Pride and Ambi- 
oe Won, telling themſelves almoſt rhe ſame 
oY it the King of the Aſſyrians ſaid in his 
way fond Heart : Is not this -herp Babylon, the 
"at Cty eh!c9 I have built by the power of 
F Preng'h, 
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It is eaſie to conceive that the yolupto.Wb i 
ouſneſs. which cdbnſiſts in the exceſs of good 
cheer, is much mure criminal than that, offitie: 
which. we have been ſpeaking of,it ruins the t 
health of a Man, it abiſes the Mind in thelffthe 
recalling.it from the high and ſublime con-Wof t] 
templations, for the which it is naturally$T! 
made, unto Sentiments which affix. it baſeWfri! 
ly to Tables, as unto the ſource of its Hap.Yath: 
Pineſs, | 


Arque offigit humi divine particulam ama tis 


But the pleaſures of good Cheer conſ.Wiitl 
der'd in general, is not by much. near ſoffi$n 
criminal as that of Drunkenneſs, which} « 
not only ruins the Health and abaſes the” | 
Mind : but which iroubles our Reaſon andJtwc 
deprives us for a certain time of the Glo-{lay 
rious character of reaſonable Creatures, Bye: 
this dangerous voluptuouineſs Man pawnsIyor 
his Reaſon, and makes himſelf reſponfible}or! 
for all the faults which che loſs thereotfan 
may make him commit; ſo that as therefore 
is no miſchief but what may atcend thisdur 
loſs, ſo thiere is no Vice likewiſe which 
not in ſome ſort comprehended in Drun» 
kennels. 

The voluptuouſneſs of Love producesFlaf 
not altogether to ſenfible diſorders ; butFur 
nevertheleſs one cannot ſay that it _ je bt 
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7 conſequence. ' Love is a ſpe- 

s of Drunkenneſs for the Mind and the 
of a Perſon, who abandons himſelf 

þ. this paſſion; it is the-Drunkenneſs of 

te Soul, as the other is the Drunkenneſs 
if the Body. 

The firſt falls into an extravagancy which 
Irikes the Eyes of all the World, and the 
ather wanders wide, tho he ſeems to have 

| the uſe of Reaſon, 'Beſides, the firſt re- 
nounces only the uſe of Reaſon ; whereas 
Fthis renounces _ Judgment and Heart at 
the ſame time, I grant nevertheleſs that 
hitherto the irregularity of Drunkenneſs 
is more ſenſible, and it may be more great 

in effect. 
= But when you conſe to conſider theſe 
two Paſſions in the oppolition which they 
have to the good of Society and Com. 
merce, which we ought to have with God, 
you will find that irregular Love is in ſome 
ibeſſort more criminal than Drunkenneſs, be- 
tanſe that this cauſes but a tranſi itory dil- 
reflorder , whereas that is followed by a 
durable irregularity. Love is beſide 
IsRoftner the ſpring of Murder than Wine. 
Drunkenneſs is fincere; but Love is eſ- 
{fvrially compoled of 'Artifice . and of 
Infidelity. ln fice, Drunkenneſs is a ſhort 
fury which takes us f om God, to ſubject 
3 Offs co our Paſſions : byt ilticicous Love is 
why > ep-c=>! lnolaery Sclfe 
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Self.love ſeeks not only corporal ye 
tuouſaeſs : but. it mixes it- in an infy 
manner of ' ways , which wh { 
 Gouſt and! avgments the Sentiment. 0 e 
greateſt part of Arts are the Miniſters off 
voluptuouſneſs, imployed for to mix co-M9 
lours for the pleaſure of the Sights; the 89? 
Odors and the Eſſences for to pleaſe the ® 
Smell; the 1nſtruments, the Tones, and 
the 2erceable and harmonious ſounds for $2 
to flatter the ear. They make voluptuous 
mixtures of Colours, of Sounds, of Odoty BA 
they make uſe thereof for to heighten the FE 
Pleaſure of the good Cheer, and they in). 
ploy this with all the ather agrecable oh. {AG 
je&ts for to accompany the pleaſures ſtill WE 
more criminal, And this pleaſure of Senſe 8 
Is ſo conſiderable unto' Men, that then #6 
when they would be conſider'd and eſteem'd BY 
one of another, they ſearch for means to W# 
Matter the ſenſe of thoſe who approach J*Fz 
them They have rich and ſhining Appeate {8 
ances for to pleaſe the Eyes, Eſſences for {#66 
to flatter the Smell, to have a fine Voice, U® 
or for to know to play upon [nſtruments Yu” 
for to pleaſe the Ears. All that enters in- ©! 
to eſteem which Men have one for ano» |: 
ther. They confound Voluptuouſneſs with F + 
Perfe&tions, and Exellence is not found. 
bur in that which diverts us, 
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þ Anton this yoluptuouſneſs appears ſo 
ich the mote criminal as It polleſſes 
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| erous as it is road: common amongſt 
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1nd . refin'd ſpec lat would le 

iteft with qt imace*and } IN N 
uſe of the Creatuces;: and whodaimagi ne, 
that either all Pleaſures are criminal, or 


| What agg cannot taſte any one without 


»anle&' they ſhould have: thee ex 
ntion in 4hg:dgmemoment;z 20} rel 
o"'the» Gloryook: (God. 6i5iDbere is! wa 
ary in this:Thought, ther@being an ins 
icy of occalien$,owhereini we-may take 
:&- .diverfions4 withontour'; finding 
hereig.any relation-withthe-Glarypf God- 
k @iſices then, that:we uſe-xthem:;with ace 


wonledgment, 20d giving: thanks.for the 
eacure, withollk;qndeavouting to:Spiri- 


alize and conſecrate things gran nor 
06x of thatrefigengat: 921764 þ 
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Whirein are  confidered divers alk 
. ers of i, vpenonſneſs, x58 
2 


Ts oreateſt part of Men ackr e 
ledge''but one part of Volupty 
_— which is that-of nee 5 | 

ace . al things to-'corpora int 'F 
rance, and they perceive not == e 
are in- the Heart of Man, as many dit 
. erent farts of Voluptuouſneſs, as tl ” 
are ſpectess' of pleaſure, that / it” 
abuſe, and''as many different eden 0 
pleaſure, as there ars paſſions which aQu- 
ate his Soul. - 

Avarice, which feems as if it wot hi 
prive him of the moſt, innocent — : FP 
and adopt io their place but work, fatigue, ſh 
fear and inquietude, unto his role uM. 
nes, which indemnifie it for the delights 


which it hath renounced. ( Populus me f- Wha. 


bus ) fays the Miſer, whom Horace 8+ 4 
fcrives, ( wt ego mibi pt. do ipſe domi, dum : 
contene "T 


Knowing ones Saf. 5 31 
ES 
|; vac 1Q the enjoyment 
Go os. in regard of other Men, that y very 
bing is the power of enjoying them in 


v7 7 Bat as thete ate Paſſions more elle 
Rome thanothers, there is likewiſe a fort 
" (Spiritual yoluptuouſaeſs which is par- 
icularly dangerous. It may be reduced 
h b three ſorts; which are the voluptuouſ 
ves of Hatred and Vengeance, that of 
þ Wide and Ambition, that of inccedulity 
y ROC d icmpiety. 
»& it is a voluptuouſneſsof Pride to delight 
* We (elf in appropriating to our ſelyex, ei- 
«Wer the Goods which belong not to us, of 
a DT which are in us, but are not 
a oth 4 or a Glory whiich we otght to attri. 
te to God and not to our ſelyes. As the 
{ " finds a ſort of Grief in ſtripping ic 
if of its Honour for to cloath another, 
lich- rakes rhe ſecfet repugnances which 
thath foc Humility, it finds likewiſe 4 
t of very ſenſible pleaſure in ſtripping 
{others of that Glory for to cloath ic 


ps "31 


Eten wonder with reaſon that the Peos 
of Rome ſhould find any fort of plea. 


| in the bloody diverſions of thi: Circle, 
K 2 her 
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when they Aaw the Gladiators «cute 
others Throats initheir:Prefence-for t 

recreWibn, : this barbarots. —— Bl 
be {6okt pon. as a-voluptuouſeſs of Ams iſ 


bition and Vain glory, The Romans fot- | c 


got theſe Combarants were.Men for res 
mempþer only that they were their. Slay TY : 
It was /to.;flattec; theix Ambition, to-ſee I; 
that Men were not made. but for, their dir 
verſions, ! mM | 

There, is a valuptuouſaeks, of Hatred JaVC 
and. of Vengeance, which, confiſt in.t th qd 
joy which the diſpraces of other Men, gi iy 


It. is a. horrid pleaſure that nouriſh hes ind 


i "Je with the tears that others ſhed, ts y 
vertheleſs. you ſhall find .if you mind 'it'oar t- 
rowly, that this Pleaſure 'makes'not the 
leaſt” part of that which takes with tl 
Men of the World. The Jegree of th 
pleaſure follows the Agree of the hatreC 
which gave it birth, Wherefore'a Poet of 
our time, who knew well enongh the heart 
of Man, ; expreſſes the exceſs of Hatred, g 
by the excelsof Plcaſate, RO ws or 


Puiſſay fe de me jeux y voir tomber Fe fous 7 
Voir ces maiſons en cendres & tes Lk trier; # a 
ouadre. F 
Voir le deruier Romain 4 ſou ters Frajie We, 
Moy ſe rule en ere cauſe & mourirde PA F 
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If 78 my ſ port could bring Thunder on 
laſt all your Laurels, and co -your 
8 Town. 

bh f ee the' laſt Xe fi oh out his laſt Breath, 
W 8 ould with pleaſure yield my ſelf to deach. 
Gjacredulity fortifies it ſelf with the plea- 
; More of all the other Paſſions which attack 
"Meligion, and places it ſelf in nouriſhing 

favourable Doubts for their, Irregularities; . 
bell impiery which ſeems to commit the 
celieil even for the evil ſake, and withour 
xeinding any advantage, ceaſes not to have 
es ſecret pleaſures, ſo much the more dan= 
LSerous as the Soul-hides them from it (elf 
the as inſtant that 18 taits- them- the 
hi pi happens often that an-intereſt of va- 
ety makes us fail of reverence for the Su- 
t oreme Being. We would thew our ſelves 

rLmidable unto Men, in appearing not to 
reqar God, We Blaſpheme againſt Heaven 
Wer to threaten the Earth, 

-F But nevertheleſs therein is not the Salt 
wrt Mat principally ſeaſons* Impiety, Maa 
les God naturally, becauſe that he hates 

ie dependauce that ſubmits him to his Em- 

Ire; and the Law which bounds his de- 
ke, ' This hatred of the Divinity abides 
hid 


3 


The ART \ef 
| hid in the Heart of Man, where wes: 
and fear keep it corer'd very often; zith- Bio 
out even reaſon perceiving it. This: y 
den hatred creates a ſecret pleaſure in that Wd 


which braves the Divinity, Men love the c 


elevation of Wir, which abaſes that which bl 
they look upon as their gods. / phi 


Vidtrix cauſa Diis placuit, ſed vill Catenli) 
Il dedaigne de voir le Ciel qui le trabit. 


He diſdains toſee Heaven that betraicd him, 


All that appear'd brave, becaule- it was in 
pious 146 


I will not © y rm ſo much the centinal t: 


of thoſe who, ſaid, that- Fear was the firſt hy 


ſpring of Superſtition, provided thatthey |: 


joyn Hatred to the Fear, as they are very k 


oſten in the Heart of Man; it being difli-Yyhi 
cult for Men not to hate a little, that Whe 
which they fear very mach. Ir is certain Piet 
thar Superſtition would not be ſo common Fl 
in the World, for ordinarily it is fill d with Bllgn 


an extravagancy which is not. human, it 
Mendidnot get a by-pleaſuretherein, whichYr 
they could not receive by reaſon, and this 
pleaſure conſiſts in a ſecret ſaris/aftionls 


which they have in leeing the Divinity lo 


abaſled, Tae Pagans found not only 
37; Ea plcaſ4t 
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© | Knowing ones Self. 135 
- Bpleafure of Pride in c—_— of Men u 
+ Flo the rank of Gods z they found likewiſe 
pour of Hatred and Impiety in abaſing 
ie Gods unto the rank of Men3-and it 
y be likewiſe that they read not the Fa- 
a Files of their Poets with ſo much pleaſure, 
Hy inſtruſted them that Men had been 
made immortal, as thoſe which feign'd - 
that the Gods had. been wounded or de- 
ſated by the Acms of Men, 
- So that he who ſhall ſound well the Heart 
of-Man, ſhall find that Superſtition and 
; piety are not ſo oppoſite as is imagin'd, 


| Fad that they are found united in this ſe- 


act hatred of God, which follows the 
tate of our corruption, and of which we 


[| we not healed but by Grace. 


© As Pride and Hatred of God unite them- 
klves for to form this vaſt yvoluptuouſneſs 


!-Fybich we ſeek in Superſtition, and that 
at gorrid voluptuouſneſs which we find in Im- 


0 Fhiety ; Pride and Hatred vnite themſelves 
ol _—_ for to form the pleaſure of Ma- 
" Flpnity of flandring and calumny. 
uy | We find therein a pleaſure of Vain Glo- 
, for Men ſpeak evil often: of others, 


his for to praiſe themſelves indirectly. - There 


$not a_ Man in the World who would 
dt praiſe himſelf openly if he durſt ; bur 
whe fears to prejudice himſelt by the want 
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£36. "The ART 
of modeſty; he is'obliged to have-recourſs 
to Retr os and ddgeatons ways; and3 1g}. 
make his merir/be taken” forice- of; withs 
out attratting the reptoach of too greats 1 
vanity, "he dares not viſe himſelt oper 
but he hopesthar in ſpeaking of others As 
ſhall painc bimſelf by an indirect manner J 
that in teſtifying of horror for a baſe aQi- 
on, he'will reſtifie how much his Virtue 
renders him incapable of committing it} 
3nd the more he ſhaſl blame the Vicesof 
others, the more he will -ſhew himſeliex- Kh; 
emp, and- will gain artentions to the on E 
polite Virtues he polleſſes. - f 
A groſs 'SeIF-love, . and without policy, 
draws to'it (elf this: conſequence in ſayingy 
for- me , although I have great faults, T 
may boaſt -chat 'l have not that : but! an 
attive 2nd prudent Self-love is' a better 
manaver of its modeſty, and: hides often 
Its thindering, but much more the delign 
which it hath in {landering. 
Butbeſjde this intereſt of Pride which Yb 
makes us had pleaſure in flandering, there! Ya 
is likewiſe aft intereſt - of ' Batred which 
pus i In; this diſpoſition;! We look up- 
on other. Men as - our ' Enemies, 'b cafe 
that wewdnſier'them as nur compztitors 
11 the Tearelviof Temporal Goods," ' You Jlou 
rogg always find a pleaſire In ſecing. then | 'Þ | 
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baſed, whilſt we Aerwtes them as capa- 
e of diſpoting any thing with 'you 5 but 
Coen as this oppoſition ceaſes, theplea- 
k > Which you found in-their abaſement 
eaſes likewiſe ; from'thence it comes, that 
ſander-has for its object the living, and 
gel the dead. - 0 7 


"It is caſie to judge. after this that the 
leaſure of converſation i is not a pleaſure 
þ innocent as the vulgar imagine, Indif- 
Wren things vex us.; thoſe which. intereſs 
k give us. cither a pleaſure..of Pride, or a 
pleaſure of Hatred, or a pleaſiire of Impl- 
ay, Ora pleaſure of Ambition, or a plea= 
ice of ſome, other Paſſion, which will be 
ttle leſs criminal. 


n {| As there is a voluptuouſneſs of Conyer- 
r Fation, there is likewiſe a voluptuouſheſs 
N of Thoughts, " which has the ſame Tpring 
n $6 the firſt. Ir ſprings from that our Heart 
' Bdrepoſleſt by certain Paſſions, has no plea- 
h Fibre but in thinking upon certain objeas,, 
re and for that effect ſuſpends all our 'other 
h EReflexions,' and all our other Thoughts, ' 
0- $Soch 15 the pleaſure of & Lover” who for 
ſe jets all things for to: think upon the ob- 
ſt of his Love. - He finds in his amo- 
Pos contemplations a fort of voluptuouſ. 4 
beſs that deitroys itfelf "_O the paſſion; be- 'q 
.caulo 4 
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cauſe that the pleaſure of Thought give {ei 
way unto that of Sentiment. - Wall 
that the-di- fp 


- . .It.is- commonly imagin'd, ' 
ſtrations which are ſo ordinary 'to them ſi 

/ that pray to God, or who- acquit them« Wa 
ſelves of other duties of Religion, are the ſtem: 
leaſt that they cat commit : but they 
would change their Opinion, if they would 
throughly examine the Spring, For in fine, 
theſe diſtraftions are not but from too 

- great a pleaſure, which the Ideas of tem. MC 
poral things giye us, and from that, as Ih 
may fo ſay, we will retain by the volup: 
tuouſheſs of Thought, the objedts of the 


World, which eſcape us by the ſuſpenſion 


of our voluptiouſneſs of Sentiment. _ | - 
We ſeek every where pleaſure as the Bees 
ſeek the Flowers which are theirnouriture ; 
and as they find ſometimes, that which they 
ſeek for in places dirty and marſhy, it falls 
out often enough with us that we find 
2 ſort of voluptuouſneſs in lazineſs, in pe- Bt 
rils, in labour, and ſometimes even in at»: F 
fliction, provided it be not extreme. There. 
is a-voluptuouſneſs which might very jull- 
ly be called the voluptuouſneſs of Com- 
aints and Tears, Men pleaſe themſelves F+ 
in bewailing illuſtrions Perſons, the glory” 
of them whom they regret, ſignalize in JÞ 
{pme {art thoſe who afffict themſelves bi d 
Ce caclt F- 
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eir loſs, They find a pleaſure in eter- 
k IZing their Grief. They think td give 
parks of the conſtancy of their Souls by 
ninconſolable affliction. In fine, they are 
Bilad to make the greatneſs of their loſs 
reina thinking to intereſle the paſſion 

_ ——_ to make reflexion upon theic 
We on, 7 ER 
| In fine, we find a ſort of voluptuouſneſs 

en in lazineſs, which likewiſe often e. 
0 jough makes us renounce all others. It 
rings from a certain ſoftneſs, which makes 
is hate the leaſt pain, and the leaſt incom- 
modity. For ſeeking for- pleaſure every 
nhere, we accuſtom our ſelves to think 
vith pleaſure. To love and deſire with 
pleaſure, to ſpeak with pleaſure, to att 
vith pleaſure, to ſeek the ſociety which 
gives us pleaſure, and to ſhan, in fine, all 
the occupations which afford us nor plea- 
bre. From whence it happens, that the 
kaſt incommodity makes us deſpair, being 
* Uigainſt this ſtrong cuſtom, and ſuſpend. 
Ing the Sentiment of ſo many diffrent 
forts of volu ptuouſneſs, whole Idea is always 
I- preſent to our remembrance. | 
+ Seek not then for firmneſs and canſtan- 
; y in voluptuous Souls. They may affect 
by Pride, ſtrength for to ſupport diſgraces: 
but it is certain that they never get rid of 
: : theic 
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their weakneſs -but in getting rid-of thele b: 


volupthouſiieſs. Beſide, corporal voſup. Ylwit 
tuouſheſs is-more ſenſible than ſpiritual {po 
voluptuouſneſs : but 'the- latter” appears WV 
more *criminal than the other, \»For.the Bt 
voluptuouſneſs of Pride: is a ſacrilegions 
volupruouſheſs,, which robs God of * the 
Honour which appertains to him, and ap. 
propriating: it all 'to'it ſelf; The volupty- 
ouſneſs of Hatred 1s a barbarous and mar. 
thering voluptuouſes , which is pleaſed 
with nothing but deſolation and tears, ay 
the voluptuouſheſs 'of 1ncredality, and of 
ſuperſtition is: as we have already ſhown, 
an impious voluptuouſneſs which nouriſh: 
th. it ſelf} with/every thing that ſeems to 
abaſe or annihilate the Divinity, 7 1 
This makes us ſee firſt that voloptaouſ: 
neſs-is as general as our- corruption, it be- 
ing certaig that Men” who abandon -not-. 
themſelves to one ſort of yoluptuouineſs, 
, ſcarce fails of being flaves unto another, 
Je 1s a ſmall marter, for example, to-de- 
fend ones ſelf «painſt rhe voluptuouſneſs 
of Sence, than when one abandps one! 
ſelf to that of the Mind, which'is more 
criminal and more dangerous than "the 
ther, 
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{nt ay beconcludedin the Second place 
wich a” great deal 'of reaſon; 'that'itis in- 
T pol ple for one to''cnre ones $ {elf of this 
mice; purely by temporal ves; For 
nl rinks $cv ſhall alledge- unto- a'yoluptuous 
'the conſideration of honor, decency”; 
of his-lntereſt,' and- his eſtabliſhment inthe 
World; you may perhaps oblige him to pre- 
fer the pleaſures of Pride and-off Ambict- - 
on-vefore the pleaſures of Senſe :* But you 
hall thereby make him pals from one vice 
to:another,” 
| For to find motives capable to make him 
abandon voluptuouſbeſs in'all 'ſences and 
In allways, yoo muſt -puthim in a. condi< 
tion. of paſſing, if- it'be necellary; from all 

| the pkeafores which! be finds.in the Worldy 
{- Yand for that end you muſt makehim/make 
> {this 'reflexion, that! theſe pleaſures” paſs 
It away, and that he' endures Eternally. 
, | !t:Scertainthatvoluptuouſneſs'has ſom+ 
[, thing reaſonable enough in the principles 
e- Fof a Man who periſheth For is itnot na- 
s Fturat to a Man who ſhall not'be a long. 
e\ F time ina ſtate'of raſting pleaſure; to ſeek 
e | for it whilſt he has time. Iris the Mo. 


e Frality which Horace exprelles very agreea- 
bly. 
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TVite ſumma brevir ſpem vetat inchoare longam.. 
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If Man ſhould incloſe : all his Ss and 
all his pretenſions in- this life , he ſhould 8 
have truth and reaſon in thoſe axims:; 
But ſince Man muſt be after his death, the Te 
light of-nature teaches us, that he_onghe 
eo: aſpire unto Eternal pleaſures z; Which F” 
Religion makes him. ſo happily know. * 

So likewiſe may one ſay, that the ins 
mortal. Man, that is to ſay, as we haye 
already elſewhere explain'd him, the Man BZ 
who- believes himſelf Eternal, and who F*. 
atts by this Principle, renounces Volupty. NY 
' ouſneſs without pain, By the deſire whicf 
he hath of making himſelf a Happineſs 
which (hall never ceaſe, It is impoflible 
that he ſhould become a ſlave to the pleas 
ſures of Senſe, which he knows very well I? 
that the Author of Nature employs, as s 7 
principle motive for; to intereſle ns inthe 
preſervation, or in the propagation of our 
Body, He makes not his Soveraign good 
conſiſt in the pleaſure of being applauded 
by a ſociety or Mortal men, no more than 
a reaſonable. Man would cake his Glory 
conſiſt in the praiſe of a Man whom he is 
to ſee but a moment. Revenge” has -n0 
charms for him. With difficulty:doth he 
look upon as his Enemies, the Perſons who 
do him only a temporal prejudice, Me. 


{upports not impatiently the ſhort depets. j 


dancies of this life ; and lo finds not n_ Y 
| W 6 ; Z 


; "Hrentery ones of Belf. 2320 L 
| miſe by conſequence, a criminal n—_— ; 
puſneſs - in: all that which Aubjedts others 

thereto ; looking .vupon his condition as 
pro nal and little durable, which me- 
ts little his Care and his Attention. Toa 

, Ne thedmwortal Man has but very mode- 
Tate PMfions for the obje&ts of this Life, 

and as the pleaſure which he hath in the 

World is proportioned to the: degree of 
the tye which he hath for theſe objeQts; 

it is eaſy to conceive, that the ſituation 

l therein he is, places him above Velup- 

Ritonſaeſs. 

" In which it way certainly be ſaid that he 
hoſes nothing, being indemnified advanta- 
uſly by the commerce of Love, of Ac- 
wicd gment, of Zeal, of Joy and Con. 

Ton which he has with God, who by 
the Sentiment of his Holy and ineffable 
Delights, raiſes us above our ſad and em- 
poiſon'd voluptuouſneſs, 
> A Man clears not himſelf then of Vo. 
hptuouſneks, neither by Pride, neither by 
lacereſt, neither by Revenge, neither by 
Ambition, as Is commonly imagin'd. The 
Man who "huts himſz1f in the ſhort limits 
of chis Life, ſhall be voluptuous, do what 
he can. Let the Pagan Philoſophers ex. 
hibit as many fine Pcecepts of Virtue - as 
they pleaſe ; let them give us as many re- 

1 T _ as they ſhall ſee good agaioft In- 
"I Kwpcranee, 
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WIE: wacky maxims_ ſhall: be. al. 
- mir'd by. the ;fecret: relation :whichth 
have with our natural dignity;of which hey Ba.. 
have a confuted knowledge:-but: Menhall 
not find: themſelves; diſpoſed:itol pradtiſe 
them, bur io as muck as they hall. be: oy 
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Leaſure and, Gloty are the two opal » 
Pp :Goods which, ſeaſon! all. others, they fl; 
.adtthen. as, the Spirit! and ;Salt:37,diffcring fp. 
in,that. as we have already 'remarkt, that & 
Plcaluce cauſes itzelf ro be belov'd tor the NI. 


Jovyeef-it'felf,, whereas Glory, makes it (elf 


felt. bit. by whe Patt which Accomp 
nes Mt; 

;But:though we aſe not Rab ble! of: Glo- 
Ty,. but by the Pleaſhre.; which accompt 
hies, ic, know not! whether.Ait may! not he 
ſaid, that, we defire-is for it (elf. Ag. lealt 
ic is certainthat-it is-not eaſy. to had. the Þ 
firſt, and molt. autient Reaſon for FUR which ' 
we love t9 be eltcen'd, 251: 
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” One is not ſatisfy*d therein, in ſaying 
hat we deſire the eſteem of others, - be- 
Bc cauſe of the pleaſure which is affixt to it : 
© Ffor as the pleaſure is a pleaſire of reflexi- 
bn, the difficulty ſubſiſts, becauſe it re- 
mains ſti]l to know why this eſteem, which 
s ſomething of a ſtranger , and at a di. 
tance from us, makes our ſatisfaction. 
| We ſucceed no better in alledging the 
Wtility of Glory, for although the eſteem 
which” we acquire is uſeful to ſacceed in 
bur deſigns, and to procure us divers ad- 
” Fantazes in ſociety ; there are-circamſtan- 
1 tes wherein this ſuppoſition cannot take 
+ Wlace, What profit could advantage 
I utins, Leonidas , Codrus, Curtivs, and 
l Wl thoſe other Herocs,who have given their 
Ives for to acquire Honor ? What could 
| profit them, the ſacrifice which they 
Made unto their Pride of all their Goods, 
nd of Themſelves, and by what Intereſk 
Id thoſe Indian Women, who cauſe them- 
Ures to be burnt after the death of their 
wsbands, ſeek in deſpight even of the 
aws and Remonſtrances, an eſteem which 
ley do not {urvive ? 
'Some have ſaid upon this ſubje&t, that 
tlf-love nouriſhes with complaiſance an 


ha $-ca of our PerfeRions, which 1s as its 


__ bl, not being able to ſuffer that which 


L | poſs I 


4 «+ eb Lal "WF s 4 
/ 83; AS " — 2. EARNS ks Les $0, os 0 £ 
FR Ee IN 4-5 LN 5 4 
4 6% LCoS 6 , 
{DE en No 
LE ANIBEE 3 K 
£ " 


Wnt 4 ” . 
* 24 OE SOL Oe . | : 
yo 7 > Pd *% hte wh "'R £ OY c "Y & 


346 The ABT of 


oppoſes this Idea, as diſdain and inj juries, 
| and ſeeking on che contrary - with paſtion 
all that which flatters it and makes it big, 
as eſteem and praiſe, Upon this Principle, 
The utility of Glory ſhould conliſt in this, 


That the eſteem which other People have 


of us, confirms the good - opinion which 
we have of our ſelves: 

But that which ſhews us, that therein 
doth not conſiſt the only or the principal 
ſpring of Love or Eſteem, is, that it hap- 
pens generally that Men make more ac- 
count of apparent Merit which acquires 
them the eſteem of others, than ot real 
Merit which draws their owu eſteem, or 
if you pleaſe, that they love better to 


have faults thatare eſteemed, than good I 


qualities which are not eſteemed in this 


World, and that beſides an infinite number 
of Perſons who ſeek to make themſelves 


confider'd by qualities which. they know FY 
very well they have not, that which de» 


ſtroys the Opinion, that they ſhould have. 


recourſe to a {trauge eſteem for to cniry i b 


the good Sentiments which they have 
themſelves. 
There would be no more reaſon to imas. 


gine that they deſire nor eſteem, but be- * 


cauſe they would diſtinguiſh and elevate! 
themſelves above others. It is to explaid} 
"the cauſe by the effect, It is not  becaule! 
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itey would diſtinguiſh themſelves that they 
"frek eſteem : but it is becauſe they wonld 
*be eſteemed, that they ſeek to diſtinguiſh 
themſelves i in getting out of the croud and 
obſcurity wherein they were before. In 
Y ine, It cannot be ſaid that the love of 
eſteem in its general Jdea, comes from 
that Idolatty of Self-love, which makes us 
to ſeek to be Eternal and immenſe as God, 
framing to our ſelves an imaginary Eternity 
In the remembrance of Men, for to fave 
us from the ſhipwrack of Time, and to 
_perpecuate our ſelves: in ſpight thereof, 
1d endeavouring to extend our ſelves to 
W the World, in poſſeſſing the minds of 
Y Men, of our ARtions, and of our Grandcur, 
Fit were the only ſpring of the love of 
\Meem, ic would follow that one could not 
elire the eſteem of others innocently, 
pr by conſequence have for infamy but a 
timinal horror, which is againſt Reaſon. 
et them ſeek as much as They will the 
a tiogs of this inclination, I am perſwa- 
Ff Md that they will not. find the reaſon but 
Ithe wiſdom of the Creator. For as God 
14s. akes uſe of the love of pleaſure for to 
bes elerve our Bodies, for to cauſe propa» 
-ate Þion, for to unite us one with the other, 
lain make. us ſenſible of good, and to 
auſe WeeSrration of Society wherein we are; 
he iy F cis no doubt likewiſe, but that his wil E 


w. Thar 
- Go takes uſe of the love of eſteem for 
to defend us from the baſeneſs of —_— 
tuouſneſs, and to make us tend to honeſt (| 
' and commendable actrons, which agree Þ If x 
well with the dignity of our Nature, and 
at the Came time the better tounite us'0nic 
with another, 
This precaution had not been neceſſary, 
if the reaſon of Man had ated alonein 
him and independent of Sentiment ; for 
this reaſon conld have ſhown him the ho.. 
neſt, ana likewiſe made "him have pre Be 
ferr'd ir to the agreeable ; but becauſe ly 
this Reaſon 1s partial and judges often M Fjpi 
favour of pleaſure , affixing Honour and Ih 
Decency unto that which pleaſeth it; MY 
hath pleaſed the Wiſdom of the Creator, | 
to give us for judge of our actions, net Nee 


only -our Reaſon, which ſuffers it felfw Fj 


be corrupted by vol ptuoufſnefs ; but Tike-F 


fo wHe the reaſon of other Men, whichs t | 


not ealily ſeduced. 


Itis then, becauſe the Author of Natufe t j 
would that the Reaſon of other Men ſhould ſte 
be our Law, and our Judge in fome fort, th: 


in.reſpect of Morel honeſty, and the tl of 1 
cencies of reaſonable Nature, which Godllkk 
has form'd to us with a natural deſife f i | 

making our ſelves ' efteerm?d of other : y 
which allaredly proceeds thro the reflex ' 
ONS vf our Anda, p 


_ 


. Mnowine ons Self. T49 
For although Utilicy, Pleaſtire, the de- 
| fre of finding confirmations of the goad 
-'F opinion of our ſelves, &c. may fatisfy 
t I the love of Eſteem, we have made ir ap« 
0 _—_ that it produces 1t not. | 
df And here we- may diftioguiſh Three 
ie Worlds, which the Witdom of the Cre. 
ator has founded upon Three natural jn. 
dinations. The Animal World, the Rea. 
fonable World, and the Religious World, 
The firſt is'a ſociety of Per fons. united by 
Fcatiment; The fecond is a fociety of Per- 
+ ſons united by Efteem; And the Third, 
ad afociery of Perſons anited by natural Re. 
Lgion. The firſt bath for Principle the 
ad Flove of Pleaſure, the ſecond the love of 
_ and the thir4 Confcience. Alt 
dh ſibeſe three Principles are natural, and the 
teaſon is pot to be ſought for but i In the 
Wiſdom of the Creator. | 
| Fire firſt of theſe three Workds relate 
| the ſecond, the ſecond to the third, 
* the third to the firſt. There is then 
ls ſubordination in theſe things, that 
Btcem regulates the love of Plealure, ang 


if Eſteem , and this Subordination 1s not 
, k natural than there Inclinations. 

"8 One might in effect attribute upto Na- 
er, Mre the love of Pleaſure: one ought not 
ex ſeropon its ſcore the overſalt)ngs of 


SS WW FF | 4 ab in iÞ® 


> ; , 
2.4 Dias es a Py o «C4 550 . ATI > 
OY TO WT hs > A Re * hed Rate 1 eo og con 55 
: J IR Co PE; RAS RIEL hs Wink a aa SOOT ny FR REI < 
SF 4 p : A $ 8 J 
(4 . 4 % q es 4V 562 
> Pp 
oY *«, 322 
- 

"= 
be Fe 
d 


Religion ought to regulate: the Jorg py 


L 3 YOPt 


"9 þ : F uy In FLY IOOE- 0 » bit ES. tay I ISR bs FN "EST? 
{5 as. $ 058 x Mes "0-3 200 G4 1.33 *% 4 itt Dn, - FR ER GS 4 
TIN. FT ge es er Sas PLACING wes ; bs RS} : 
<2; Beet "% Me; EY E, "_ Mo el Ly "4 hh 4 FF, > : c WI v 
+ 7 ou - i 4 \ 3 R 
x ” od - a 
- 


#34 6- 
ER 4 oy” net 
I % - cs; 
l . 
p . 
. 
o 


Os © 
a 29 


x50. The ART of _ | 
Voluptuouſneſs. One may fay that the 
' Tove of Eſteem is natural; but one muſt 
not believe that the extravagancies and the _ 
' furies of Pride ſpring out of the. boſom | 
of Nature. One might attribute toitthe || © 
fear of God and the love 'of Virtue : but 
one muſt not give it for a younger Bro- R 
- ther's portion, all the Superſtition, which | * 


it hath pleaſed Men to charge upon the G 
principles of Nature; and by conſequence © 
it is necellary; that the love of Pleaſure, bk 


that of Eſteem, Conſcience, ſhould have "A 
their Law, their Rules and their Limits. p 
And it will be good to ſtop at the love of 
Eſteem. Y : 


CHAP, XV. 


WWherein are examined all the irregularis | 
ties which enter into the compoſition: 


of Priae. 


T ſeems that hitherto we have not too. 
well known- Pride, and that without N 
donbt for not having ' welt diſtinguiſht all ; 
the parts, and in not having carefully” 
enough. examin?d all its characters. 4 5 
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Pride in Seneral may be redured into.__ 
five principal Branches, which are the love 
of Eſteem, Preſumption, Vanity, Ambiti- 
on and Fierceneſs. For although Men are 
accuſtomed to confound theſe terms, and 
to make uſe of them indifferently for to 
fpnify the ſame thing ; it is cerrain that 
theſe expreſſions have ſjgrifications a little 
different, 

The love of Eſteem is legitimate and 
 Foatural in it ſelf, as we have already re- 
” Kinarkt : bur iris vicious and irregular when 
£ It goes to exceſs It is here is the moſt 

' Eeeneral irregularity of Pride, For when 
one deſires Eſteem with Exceſs, it Is na- _ 
_ Ftural that one ſhould ſeek in ones Self eſti- 

 Emable qualities, and that then when one 
\- has none, that one ſhonld give it by com- 
.. Eplaiſance, which the imagination has for 
i» ihe bents of the Heart, From whence 
Iprings Preſumption. Beſides, this immo. 
ferate love of Eſteem makes a Man . en- 
deavor to render himſelf worthy by all ſorts 
of means, and in default of true ſprings 
of Glory, he makes himſelf eſteemed by 
Sihings which are not eftimable, or which 
Fire not but in our imagination, ſee here 
-EVhat our own vanity does; for this ex. 

_ Wfeſtion originally ſignifies the vacuum of 
a} Dbjects, where we feek Eſteem falſly, and 


 Jpvich are ill ſprings of Glory. brom he 1 
”  Þ 4 - cxcellvg..  .Þ 
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exccſlive loyk of Eſteem ſprings in the 
Third place the defire which we have of 
elevating. our felves aboye others, being 
perſwaded that we cannot attract the cont 
Gderation of Men with a little lultre, 
whilſt we are confounded with the:croud 
It isthis which produces ainbition. 1n fine, 
Che deſire which we have to appear In dis 
ſtinguiſhing our ſelves from others, makes 
us deſpiſe them, ſeeking to abaſe them, for 
to draw our ſelves out of the equality with 
them. It is from thence ſprings fierceneſs, All. 
the irregularities of Pride reduce them- 
ſelves to the exceſſive love of Eſteem, as 
to their firſt Principle, we cannot conf. 
der the laſt with too much care, The two 
general faults of this inclination are ex. 
ceſs and irregularity; . the firſt conſiſts in 


this, that we love Eſteem too much ; and. F1 


the ſecond is this, that we love falſe E: 
{teem as true Eſteem. 


For to comprehend what is exceſs of | © 


Love of Eſteem, we muſt conſider the de, 
ſign which God had then , when he pu 
this bent in our Heart, he gave it us tor I 
the preſervation of our Bodies, for tae 
good of Society, and for the exerciſe of F' 


"Virtue, I ſay, for the preſervation of our '©a 


Yoluptuouſaeſs, which” would cauſe very $Þ'"! 
: : $1 wes i ECD k ſuddainly- KR y: 


Bodies ; becauſe that the love of Eſteem Ju 
forbids 'us the overflowings of corporal {for 
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(| Knowing ones Self. 153 | 
| ſuddainly our death. For who doubts that 
the deſire -which we haye of making our 
| i ves eſteem*d one - of another, is not a 
powerful motive £0 ſecure- us from aban. 
fo ning our {elves to debauchery and ſenſy- 
ality; towards which the love of pleaſure 

ws us, and which is fo fatal even to 

our Bodies. |. He bas. put this Bent in us 
even for the good of ng 6 for it is 
this deſire of making. our ſelves eſteem'd 
one of another; which renders uscivil and 
complaiſant, obliging and honeſt, which 
[makes us love decency and ſweetneſs of 
commerce z and - who knows not-on thg 
other hand, that it isunto this naturalde. 
lire of Glory, that we owe the fine Arts, 
the moſt ſublime Sciences, the moſt wiſe 
Governments, and the moſt juſt i eſtabliſh- 
mentsz and in general, almoſt - whatever 
1s admirable in Society ? Let them not 
imagin that it is our corruption and cupi= 

of | dity, which have done this great good to 

e © Men. -The wiſe inſtructions of the Author 

is $'of Nature; have without doubt therein 

0 their great ſhare. 

| Ig fine, it is certain that the deb LY 

Y | God has been to carry us to hone 

r | commendable actions , in giving us = 

mM =p of our candu&t, not Qnly our Rea- 
ion, which often- ſuffers it ſelf to becor. 

_=_—_ by Valyptuoulhcls: but more, the 

ny Reaſon 


154 The ART of 
Reaſon of other Men, who are not ſo par. 
tial for us as we are for our ſelves. Ine. 
fet-we may conſider God as the Author 
of Society, or as the Anthor of Religion, 
As the Author of Society, he would have 
Men enter into commerce one withanother 
for ſome time; and in this regard, he has 
given 'them inclinations which were neceſ yy 
ſary for the good and preſervation of that 
ſociety: The love of Pleaſure and that of 
Eſteem are of the number.This later makes 
the human Virtues, which onght not to be 
cry'd down ſo much as they ordinarily are, 
For if they ſerve not to Ecernal Salvation, |** 
they are deſtin*d to the good of tempora al 
Society , they come from the deſign ofthe I 
Author of Natures they make part of his | 
Model; the love of Eſteem being the means 
which he uſes for to perfe&t Society, as 
the love of pleaſure is deſtin'd to form It.” 
For Religion it has its ends more ſublimez 
for it undertakes to direft Man toward the | 
eternal and infinite Good. 
From thence it follows, that the love of | 
Eſteem is exceſlive, when it trends to de- IF 
ſtroy the Body inſtead of preſerving ity Þ** 
in the ſecond place, when it goes to trou- 
ble the good and order of Society, inſtead” 
of maintaining 'it, and in fine, when it 
makes us violate rhe Laws of Virtue ins I 
| Rteado of makipg vs rot them. | | 
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| There i is a pretty example of the ficlt 
boad in Duels, It is in my opinion a ve- 
7 extravagant point of Honor that, which 
n duld have a Man love Glory and deſpiſe 
life, which is the foundation, and in ſome 
nſe the end as we have already ſeen. 
" What would Eſteem fi ignify to a Mal 
phen he ſhall! be no more in a ſtate of en- 
pying his reputation > This Honor is 
aghing but by life. Life is ſomething, even 
jichour this Honor ; and God himſelf has 
dund ir good to make us know by his con- 
lack, that that is more to be eſteem*d 
than "this, for he makes ns not loye Ho- 
lor, bur by a way, which is that of Glo- 
\ and he makes ns love Life by Pleaſure, 
"4 by Glory at the ſame time, 
"That if it be anſwer?d here, that- it. is- 
ot ſo much the love of Eſteem as the 
ear of Contempt, which makes them ex- 


5 pole themſelves to death for to revenge 


themſelves of an outrage which they have 
receiv?d, and that it 1s natural to a Man 
if Honor, not to be able to live oyer-load- 


| e with Infamy, that anſwer doth not ſa- 


tisfy, becauſe that as it is a weakneſs not 


Flo be able to ſupport grief, 1t is one then, 


and not leſs, not to be able to ſuffer con... 


{pt above all unjuſt contempt, and 


nhat one has not merited. 2” 
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At bottom we find that the love of E.N\, .. 
ſteem appears irregular in all reſpe&ts BP” 
this example. For it isto love Eſteem tag | 
much, its to: loye falſe Eſteem, and iti 

\ i ove more than anes Life, and by eon. 
ſequenee more than the preſervation. off? 
qnes Body, more than the ſociety from*<- 
which one takes a-member, ot very "i 
members by the fury of theſe infamous # 
combats, and in fine mor than Virtue; 8 
becauſe that it 1s ta love it more than Ht 
manity, then Juſtice, then Charity,and then 
Maderation. | 
t kgow that when it is required of a 
Man to give his Life for the good of Sa» $'Þf 
cietics, as for the ſervice of a Prince, who ten 
repreſents the latter and has the right in {8+ 
his hands, he muſt not ballance a moment | 
the expoſing of his Life : bat it is nat | 
then Eſteem, it is Virtue which he pre» {" 
fersto- his Life, he follows the deſign of th: 
the Authar of Nature , he conforms him- | 90 
ſelf \unto his Madel, and to his Wl, bg». 
canſe that he who hath made us, hath 
made us ia ſubordination and in depen- 
danec. All the evil comes from this, that | = 
Men. know not Honour well, and love it: F' 
without knowing it. They have nothing: | ®: 
but a confufed Idea, which education, }* 
the examples and judgments of oghers {'® 
change Incellantly. Honour contains the Ek 
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\ Knowing "ones Self. © #57 
: things in its ordinary Idea, that is a fen. 
—Ftiment of its excellence, -a love of its 
+ Duty , and a delire of being elteemed. 
A Man of Honour, muſt be ſenſible of 
of Virtue and Merit, and that by conſequence 
he finds himſelf offended at the contempt 
i» Which is had of him, He muſt love his Du- 
« ties, even to expoſe himſcl tothe greateſt 
>. {dangers for to fulfil them, and he muſt 
. Fiove the eſteem of the reaſonable World, 
; Hand he muſt ftrive to merit 1t. 
8 This general 1dea is joſt : but the ap. 
'Eplication which Men make thereof is ordi- 
> I nacily falſe, for they fail in not giving at. 
tention to their trne merit, which is much 
greater than they imagine, 1n not having 
an Idea of their Duties, which goes fur- 
ther than they imagine, and in not know- 
ing to difcern falſe Eſteem fromthe Eſteem 
that istrue, which 1s that unto which they 
onght to aſpire, 

I know not neyertheleſs if in their 
regularities Men have not, I know not 
what confus?d-Sentiment of their natural 
Dignity, which joyning it {elf to their falſe 
prejudices of Eſteem and worldly Glory, 
makes the. impatience, or rather .the fury 
with which they receive the outrages which 
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Fare done them. A Man of fo low a Me» 
e Fit, and ſo deſpiſable asis that of the Man 
-Fvho periſhes, who ever he be, would he © ;} 
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Ls The ART — 
| find fo preat a horror in the abaſement df % 
nd would, he be angry with ſo much ex ; 
eſs to be turn'd to nothing, which fol, 
ows him on all ſides? no, there is in Manſſ: 
an inſtin&t, which perpetually tells himof 
what he is, and which renders him ſenſi. 
ble of every thing which offends the ldea, Nl 
which he has of his perfeCtions. | 
Beſides, it is certain that this Glory un-Þ; 
to which we aſpire, contains ſeveral dif. Fj 
ferent Sentiments which compoſe it, they i 
are diſtinguiſht into four,which are Eſteem, 
; Confideration, Reſpect, and Admiration, 
Eſteem is the tribute which is render'd to | 
proper qualities and to perſopal merit, 
Conſideration has for object not only the 
merit of the perſon, but likewiſe the ex- 
terior qualities, as Birth, Riches, Reputa» 
tion, Power, Credit, and enerally all the 
advantages which makes the difference of 
conditions, and the diſtinftion of perſons 
Tr ſociety. Reſpett is but a great Conſi- 
deration, and Admiration but a great E- 
fteem. The fineſt Glory, or at leaſt the 
propereſt conſiſts in Eſteem and Admirati- 
on : but the moſt ſenſible and the moſt no»: 
ted Glory, is that which conſiſts in Con= fp 
ſideration and Reſpet, The reaſon of it 'þ, 
is, that all the World is not in a ſtate of: 


diſcerning a Man, who has Merit rok ir 
another. who has none z whereas crap 
on 3 V 
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Knowing ones Self. ngg 
one may diſtinguiſh, a great Lord from a 
common Perſon, ; 
of 1tis certain that there is not a Man in” 
- the world unto whom theſe Sentiments are 
ny pot due, when his natural Excellency and 
fFDigoity is conſidered, There is Eſteem 
*; Admiration due to the Perfe&ions 
which It hath pleaſed God to grant unto 
Man. Thereis Conſideration and Reſpe& 
due to the rank which God makes him 
hold 1 io the Univerſe : But this original 
Glory of Man has been darken'd, and as 
It were effaced by ſin ; and here we cannot 
but conſider with ſorprize the prodigious 
bregularities of Man corrupted, when we 
ſe that his Pride begins, as I may ſo fav, 
where his Glory ended, that bis bumiliry 
ended there where his true baſeneſs be- 
an. 
; Ic is ſomething admirable 'to ſee Men, '- 
imployed in doing civilities to one another, 
gnd cenſing each other, whilſt they are 
equally worthy of Eternal reproach, 
It is not tobe wondred ar, that God who 
* [yould preſerve Society, even after the 
corruption of Men, ſhould -not have ta- 
Fen away from us this patural inclination, 
L Pybich we have of being eſteemed of others, 
and which makes, as we have already faid, 
by A" ite perfection of commerce which we have 
nl yith them. 
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160 The ART of £: 4 
You-muſt reckon for nothing the ex. | 
ample of thoſe Philoſophers, who have 
been ſeen to deſpiſe the Eſteem of otherf 
Men'fo far, as to eſteem themſelves miſs. | P! 
rable, when they hapned to attraC&t it. It ©! 
may be that theſe Heroes in Humility, did 7 
' -not deſpiſe ſo much the Glory in effett, | 
as they appear'd to deſpiſe it in the Eyes || © 
of Men. Cicero ſays that of all thoſe who 
had wrote Books upon the contempt of of 
Glory, not one had forgot to inſert his ha 
name.. It is a policy of pride to go retro. | ®* 
grade to Glory. When a Man makes pro-þ '" 
feſſion that he would be eſteemed, he Ends 
I his way an infinite number of envious Þ| ®I 
and Rivals, who piving attention unto his | 
. deſign, diſpute vexatiouſly with him 
much the more, to take from him the of 
eſteem of others, as he wiſhes it with more [| 
ardour : but when a Man appears to con. {| 5* 
temn the Eſteem of the world, which is Þ 7 
affected by ſo many perſons, then as he © 
goes willingly out of the rank of thoſe bu 
which aſpire thereto, they conſider him | V! 
with complaiſance,they loye his difinterel- B+ - 
ment, and they would make him accept Þ'P? 
by force, that which he makes a ſemblance Þþ 
of refuſing. | 


Gloria,lays St. Auguſtin, ſequitur fugiemtem. | ; 
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Y Beſides there hazbeen at all times ſort 
| of conteſtation berween Meritand Fortune, 
| for to know which of thetwo ſhouldtake , 
2 | place in the path of Glory. The Great * 
I; | ones of the World are in poſſeſſion: of the 
14 | moſt ſhining Honours by. the priviledge of 
4 | Fortune, which attracts.ordinarily the: of- 
ts ficiouſneſs of the multitude. | 
 ThePhiloſophers maintainingthe rights 
of | of Virtue and Wiſdom: againſt Fortune, 
ie | Dave made a party of Men confederated, 
og. | 45 1 may fay, againſt Grandeur 3. not be- 
o. $ 19g able to obrain it, they have taken part 
& | with rhoſe who contemn 'it, - They have 
ns appear?d to reverence Cupidity, which 
is | makes us run alter them who diſtribute 
ſ, | the goods of Fortune, for fear that their 
ve | officiouſneſs might be a tacit confeſſion of 
re | their. ,inferiority ; and þecauſe, thar,-the 
n. | great number did condemn them by, their - 
: | intereſſed conduct,they. have choſen rather 
he | to contemn the. eſteem of the vulgar; 
| but ler them change conditions and they 
will change (catiments..: 


im T6 
ef. 1+ Beſides, the irregularity comes princi. 
pt | pally from this, that we think ſa. much to 


ake our ſelves eſteemed of Men, that we 
| 4 ink not of making our ſelves approved 
of God;, It is not that the approbation of 
$ God doth not appear to us at the botrom, _ 
q fore precious than the eſteem,of. Men : 

be M - dur 


- 36T th "7 7 —— 
but becauſe for to-+acquire the eſteem of 
Men, it is not neceſſary that our Heart be | . 
changed, it is ſufficient that we diſguiſe | -! 
our ſelves to the eyes of others, whereas | 
we cannot make our ſelves approv*d of | 3 

F 


God; but in changing the foundation of | ., 
our Heart, thenit is a little enterpriſe of 


our $Self-Jove to counterfeit ; but it is an || £ 

_ extream difficult one to reſolve gs. % 
to be other than what one is. | he 
M43 DAS | 
CH AP. XVI, p 

| | 


cs therein & conſidered the Second irreaus fi 
| latity of Pride, 


"F; H1 E exceſſive defire we haveof making 

our ſelves 'efteem'd of other Men, 
makes us deſire with paſlioa ro have eſti- we 
mable qualities, and fearextreamly having . 


of faults, which © wrongs us in the j2dg} by 
ment of Men, or to betrayour ſelves in not = 
giving an opinion advantageous enough of by, 

ur fefves. Thenwhen weperſwade ourſelves "{ 
that we hove the qualities which we' deilit, þ- b 
or fear, too ſtrong Jy, it happens Char we 
col! ceive dQ good an opinion of our felves, * his 


67 1a!l into an cxceſſive  d:fidence; The 1 
lt of bs two fa: Irs is called-Psvſump-Þ, 
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Knowikg ones Self. | 16 3 
tioh: The ſccond 'Timidity. Theſe-two - - 

| * faults which ſeem oppoſite, come both 
-from the' ſame: ſpring, 'or rather! they are 

_ bux one and the ſame fault; under two. dit- 


- - 


-ferent forms: Prefuwption is'a confident 
Pride; and 'Timidiry a Pride which Fears 
to betray 'it ſelf, -We have a bent. both-to 
, | ont and the other, according to the Ui- 
"verſity of our conſtitution. Thie Blood 
makes a Man ordinarily perſwade himſelt 
what is advantageous, It 1s the principle 
of confidence, Melancholy makes a\Man 
believe all-that he is apprehenſive of, that _ 
- brings forth our diffidencies :: but both dif- - + * 
fidence and confidence are all grafted up- - 
6n Pride, becauſe that all cotnes ftom tie 
exceſſive love of Eſteetn, which-is the moſt 
antient of its irregularities, ' 


S . All the World believes that a preſump- 
; | vous Man eſteems himſelf too much :» but 


\; | Ye think that we may ſay againſt the ſen. 
5 | timent of the World, that he'eſteems nor. 
| himſelf enough z and thit he fails by ad. 
of | exceſs of baſeneſs; dnd nor by an exceſs of 
elevation Uiſproportion®d uato that whict: 
"he-is. He perceives himſelf nor1n effect, 
F that there is in him a greater excelence, 
"than that which makes the attention of 
* his vanity, and that tHe merit of the Man 
Þ& that periſhes is 4 ſmall matter, compai'd 
6, Eto the rherit &' the immortal Nan: 
m_ "WW" RL: | 
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- It muſt not be. wondred /at nevertheleſs. 
-that he had rather conſider himſelf by-re- 
lation unto. Time, 'than by relation unto 
Eternity, becauſe that in the firſt of theſe 
- two proſpects, he uſurps the Glory of God, 
in attributing all; to himſelf, and nothing 
to the Supreme Being, whereas in the pro- 
ſpe& of Eternity, heis obliged to uncloath 
-bimſelf of all his Glory for to.give 1t unto 
-God;, a ſtrange blindneſs which permits 
\biminot 'to acknowledge that there is:go 
- other true happineſs, than that which 1 Is 
mxt with the:Glory of God, 
I grant nevertheleſs, that he may eſteem 
himſelf -roo much in one ſenſe ; and ' that 
— © tis:common| Ito {ee perſons who bave im- 
moderate pretenſions for. human Glory,.to | ; 
- agree thereto; we need but remember what || ,, 
"has /been already ſaid, that the Joye of | of 
elteem has been, grav: din our Hearts by re- 
- Jation unto ſociety ; for from thence 1t fol. 
lows, that ceaſotably theſe have the grea- | 'J 
reſt ſhare of that exterior Glory, who do 
- moſt good to. Society, and who are molt | ve 
conſiderable to the publick,, be: it by their $'2ot 
lervices, be it by their places, be it by the Þ| fak 
eminence of-rank unto which Providence Þ Tal 
may have a xr domination. The. Great F + 
tive reaſon 19! pretend to homages, be- 
c£avle . all that, meaſures 18 felt by. oi . 
_ Eactvn ugto Socigty ; byr they. » ould þ L 


SS nuhkasn iy .- ai. 
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"Thivke + ones wr 6 5 3 
very vain and very little reaſonable, if © 
hey ſhould think that the interior fund 
of their merit ſhould be greater than that 
of other Men; andif they ſhould not ac- 
knowledge; 'that'it is here/a' preference of 
Ocder, and not a preference of Excellence, + 
For one word more, the advantages of the 
Man that periſheth are nothing, compa- 
red to thoſe of the Man who periſheth not, - 
and it muſt be-very much that: all 'the tem-- 
poral ſociety of Men, with its divers Go- 
vernments, Its Power, its Dignities, ec. 


weigh not ſo much as the immortality of 
* || one ingle Man. 

y 22 | 
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| of #he Third: irregularity of our Pride, 
| mhich ' compoſes our vanity. 


Po 

l. | R's 
a- T HE exceſſive love of Eſteem decelves. 
10 us, not only | in perſwading ' us that 


ſt | we have good qualities, . which we have I 
ir $ 3ot in effect : but Tikewiſe in making us 3 
he { take for the ſprings of Glory, either eſti- 
\ce | mable*Goods, or Objects: which are not 
| lol 10 any inanner, : 
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'The term. of Vanity is ' conſecrated. by, 
uſe. to: repreſentequally the diſpoſition, of. 
2. Man- who- attributes . to himſelf. qua- 
lities which he bath, and- to; that of. a: 
Man who endeavours to.do- himſelf Honor; 
| by falſe. advantages: but here. we reſtrain 
it to; this laſt ſignification,! which is thax, 
which has more:xclation with the original, 
of the expreſſion, 1 

It- ſeems thati Man is becowe vain ſ ince. 
that he. has Joſt the ſprings of his true 
Glory; in loſing that ſtate,,of. SanQtity;, 
and Happineſs wherein God, had placed 
him, for not being able;to-renounce--the- 
deſire. of making himlelfeſteem'd, and find- 
1ng nothing -eſtimable in himſelf fince fl in, 
or rather not daring more to caſt a fixed 
eye anq ſtrang; regard-upon himlelf, frace\. 
he finds himſelf culpable of ſo, many crimes 
and the object of the vengeance of God, 
he muſt therefore ſpread himſelf abroad, 
and he muſt ſeek to make himſelf Honour, 
in cloathing himſcif with exterior things : 
and in that Men do ſo much the more vo-, 


lantzpily agree, as they find themſelves na«_- 


turally {o naked and fo poor, the one as 
the other. 

1 find that the condition of Man in this. 
regard doth not il] reſemble that of a Mo-\ 
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. Knowing \ones Self. x67 
vours to give #conrſe to Copper-money, 
having no more Gold nor Silyer.-': © |: -* 

It is that which will-appear to us, if-we 


conſider that the ſprings of Glory amongſt 
| Men, reduce themſelves, either to things 


indifferent in that reſpe&, or if you will, 
which are not ſuſceptible , neither” of 
blame nor of praiſe, or unto things ridi: 
enlous,and which are very far from making 


I us true Honour, and are very proper for 


to denote our abafements, or unto things 
criminal,” and which by conſequencecannot 
be but ſhameful in themſelves, qr in fine, to 
things which draw all their Perfeion'and 
their Glory from the relation which they 
have with out weakneſſes and-our defe&s. 

'I place in' the firſt rank Riches, altho? 
fhey have nothing contemptible; they have 
nothing likewiſe of Glatfy in themlelves. 

Our coyetous and 'intereſſed defire.ne- 
yer infarins it felf of 'the* ſpring; nor of 
the uſe of Riches which "it ſees (in the 


+ [handy 'of others, It is ſufficient for jt that 
-, [they are rich for to have.jits ficſt hom# 
pes ; and althongh It profit not aCtually of 
- [their Riches, ir hinders ir nor from reſpect- 
* Jing them by che Poſſibility there is that ir 
- Jay profit one day. 4.2 
* | Bi if ic would pleaſe our Heart to'pals 
© Iſo a confuſed 1dea to a'diſtin& one, 'it a 
© [ould be offs cnogh '{urprifed at the 0 
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© xttavagance- of 1ts Sentiment; for as it 
is not eſſential-to:a Man to be. rich, and. 
that?i there , muſt: be ſome; .- cauſe; ; that 
ſhonld-give-him wealth, ic will -figd often 
that:it eſteers @ Man, becauſe that his Fa- 
ther was 'a wicked. Man, or becauſe thar 
be bauthi-been himſelf a [knaye ;. and: thar 
then when it. renders its exterior homa- 
2&9:t9;Riches ,-it: ſalutes the - Thetr, or. 
prailesg 1pfideligy and 'Injuſtice,- «14 

--It'ts trve that this 1s not Mans intention, 
he: fellows bis cupidity rather than his Rea. 
ſen-:;; dat. a Man,to whom, you:make court, 
15sheobliged to:correct through@Ar all thele 
eittnctions,; the 'baſeneſs cot your - proce- 
Qufe,1 and ;50;;;feparate that: which, your 
litereſt; gives: ime from that; which your 
Reaſon,ſhould: [8iVE- him, 16, 4U- -Fopſulted. It 
{gfy1;No;'no, he: texcives: your::; exterior 
relpegts: 35,A'triþute which you.render. to 
'ÞisS exeeiience; as,your avidity has-deceiv'd 
you. ibis pride fails;not of. ; :lnding, him, 
If his Riches augment not his; Merit, they 
augment, the, opinign-thatzhe has. thereof, 
3 Wgmenring your, co: n-plaiſance, be cakes 
alliats the foot of {þe-fletrer, and.,fails,not 
9 interiocly. , ;2038dizing . hin: lelf., from 
that which you' give him, wil you. en- 
rich, yous-, felf ,, bur. ;yery little with that 
which he gives,you.; It is not that, one Cade 
Bot; jog SI] in riches, e#Vp keg Ts 
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to render them, an.,-obje&t of eſteem to, +... 


nion *cis the firſt, acquires us a ſort.of ,pow- 


_4 proceeding of thoſe, who. cannot ſuf- 


_withour ſetting him(elt againltthem z they 


| themſelyesnothing ; F certainly if theeſteem. < 
z 


Selt-love. this contempt which they affe& 


aud make them as, It Were a torced hom: 


"RT 


Knowing opts. Self. Fr 9g 


our Eyes, as there is ſomething, in ,pover; 
ty ; which ſeems. to render. it, an., object 
of our contempt ; and that..in my opi- 


er,, which elevates us above qthers, and 
makes us eaſily go beyond them z, whereas 
poverty puts fs ina ſtare of neceſſity and 
weakneſs , which makes us-not, excee 
others: but in that..it may be ſaid, that 
Wealth is not glorious but by our Ambi- 
tion, and.that Poverty is ,not. ſhameful but 
by our Pride. 


| We do not nevertheleſs by.that approve 
fer that God ſhould bleſs other perſons 


tugo themſelves; on every ſide, they exa- 
mie their faults with care, they. pardon 
which. Men, have for Riches came. from . 
haviog for rich perſons, is always 2 mark 
of envy; and this eavy is in jt ſelf exrreamly 
Thameful ; at bottom, th: dependance o 
intereſt is a greal deal better, than, that of 
enyy; and IT 15 better to give Way volun- 


tarily unto thoſe from whome one expe&s 
| #998; than,to put ones, felf pader them, 
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age, by the diſpleaſure one has at theix nen 
proſperity which one envies.” f gn 
A Man onght not to efteem Riches biit 
according to the good or bad uſe which he 
makes thereof : it is in the ſame manner 
we 'would that he ſhould conſider Birth 
Authority and Dignities; all theſe things | 
put Men in an engagement of doing coms-. 
mendable ations. If you fulfil the Db 
ties unto which they engage you, they 
are to you the ſprings of Glory if you! 
anfwer ill to the Law they impoſe on you, 
they ſerve but to cover you with 1nfa; 
my -| 
Thoſe who being arrived at ſome de- 
gree of '{hining proſperity, grow drunk Þ#"* 
with their grandeur, refine very little in Þ'< 
Sentiment from vain Glory ; an' apparent 
moderation” which would ſeem to fay, 
that they are. above the things which «le. Þ% 
vates them, would it not do them a great | 
deal more honor than this ill underſtood 
fierceneſs, which makes vs think that They 
are below. their fortunes, ſince they know 
ſ little how ro bear it : ? that is ſo much | 
the more ſurpriſing thar it is not alone un- * 
to them who are not enough enlighten'd 
for to know the wrong which. this proceed- 
ing does them, that it happens to know 'Þ 
themſelves ill : but likewiſe unto them who Fe 
know” perfectly this om the rs. ve! 


þ 


Þ ment 


_. Þcofiting by all their advantages. 


e 


' 


4 | the difference taken: notice of, which di- 


v 


oo 


{ jerſons. have more humility and modeſty 
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Knowing ones Self I71 


hen is, that, Men when oy come to any 
Wignities change Pig, Þ ces. interiorly, 
if 1'may fo. ſay ; Pride oe them in a 
more clevated Poſt than that which they *” 
loy'd before. The mind may to little purpoſe 
Ganſe] them to.appear as in the ſame place, 
ind to affect for their Glory an equality 
bf Soul, which hinders them from remark- 
be the growings of their fortune ; as. Men - 
wide themſelves much more, by the Sen- 
eart, than by the lights of their 
adgment.. it happens that. inlenſibly they 
Pe the refin*d deſigns, of their vanity, 
md follow | the bent whih they have in 
Thoſe 
jho have grown old in Grandeur, or who 
ſire born inthe brightneſs of elevated fOr. 
ine, are not altogether ſo ſubject to theſe 
dazlings of vain glory ; , becauſe that their 
- Poul being accuſtomed to Tee it ſelf above 
ithers, is no longer fÞ attentive to make 


tinguiſhes them from*em ; but it is not to 
de imagin'd with the vulgar, that theſe 


"Fban the others. They would ſhew the 
\ fame infolence, if they did apprehend asthe 
PÞthers,that their elevation were not enough 
|Femarke. They owe theit. civility to a 
Fonfirm'd Opinion , and that they think 
Pcir luperiority inconceſtable, and that 
| you. 


4. a. A. ﬆM 


| 2172 \ The 4 R T: of 
you may not doubt thereof ,you ſhall ſee that |. 
, the ſame perſons who are 1o civil towards |. 
thoſe who are xtreamly below then, pl ; 
fierce and aſippotrable,when they have: to 
do with People, who approach their con- per 
dition : that comes aſſuredly from this, that 
the civilities which they ſhew unto pers] 
ſons who are yery much inferior to them, 
appears to them of no conſequetice z they: 
are aſſured that they will not take their al-I 
vilities at the 'bottom of the Letter ; and 
they can, acquire the reputation of civility. . 
without doing prejudice to their rank: 
but ir is not the ſame thing when they! have is. 
to do with Men, who may enter,into ſome of 
ſort. of compitition with them 3, as the di: adi 
ſtance which ſeparates them from the lat- I bir 
ter is not. very preat ; their Pride ſeemsto fan 
augment it 2s inuch as it cai poſhbly, and Joy 
thakes them d6'4 thouſand chings which are [| ha 
neither reaſonable hor natural, for to make no 
all the world rake notice of this, that they I all 
Fear itſhould not be cnongh taken notice of; br 
' There is one ſort of temporal advan-;F. fo 
tages which we take for the * ſprings of |. wi 
's ory, alcho' in themlelves, and feparate I: th 
fromthe uſe which Men make of them, N. pj 
_ rhiey merit neither eſteem nor practice: : | to 
bur there muſt be added thereto, that Man | 
makes himſelf very often valued by ways 
W which make him LIKQUOUS.. 
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. I will not only ſpeak hereof thoſe, who 
7 affect to. have qualities which they have 
Fnot, altho this: be that, which makes pro- 
perly that which-we call ridiculous people, 
or Originals; Men give this quality [to 
i whomever they. pleate : and laugh at the 
expence of whom they.pleaſe: it may be if 
FIthere were an order of reaſonable creatures 
exempt from our defies, they would find 
that the ridiculonſneſs of human Nature, 
4s not ſo, bounded as we imagineonr ſelves, 
Man, copfider'd in his natural Perfections, 
Ve Bris aſluredly a work of God,, moſt worthy 
Je of admiration : but it 1s becauſe that he is 
I admirable in one ſenſe, and. that he finds 
t- © himſelf ridiculous ig another. Is there 
0 [any thing; for,example, worſe matcht with 
d J-our natural Dignity, than the vanity which 
© I has for object the luxury of Cloaths; andis 
© | nor this ſomething more ridiculous, that 
J. 8 all this which makes Men langh at thatim- 
ff broidery and gilding ſhould enter into the 
I- $\ formal reaſon. of Ffeem. That a Mar 
tf I: well cldzthed ſhold be lefs .coarradidted 
e 'than another; that en immortal Soul ſhould 
M, F. give its eſteem aud conſideration to Horſes, 
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+ |. ro Equipages, to Furniture, to Livertes, ec. 
A | and that the ornament of the Pody thould 
þ ; have for, infleritance' the blory which aPp- 


| pears!tn.0s.10 be.the moſt .ſhiging, orne- 
RE4r of our Sobls, Cicero mecks it, hocalls 4 
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a Man who forgot the Glory of his Sto: we 
teftion 'to tye himſelf ro'this ridiculoysIR*-? 
Vanity, Vir'indicendis caufir bene veſtita: |; 
But he ought not ſo much to have derided” 
a Man who follow*d the eommbn preju: | 
dice, as Meh 'in geheral, who might beF 
reproached, that- their want of glory is 
fo great, that ' they ſeek it even ia that 
which by its firſt deſtination, onght to ed. 
ver their ſhame and their nakednels.” The 
adreſs of Dancing, for which there are} 
People who value themſelves ſeriouſly, is ; 
one of the qualities, which would rendet 
ns ridiculous, if we would render 'our | 
ſelves in that high and ſublime ' ſitdarlon $2? 
wherein Nature and Religion places vs: F I 
Ati immortal Soul which danceth and leap-} 
eth, is an object equally: frightful'dnd rh 
diculous, It is true, that this appears not jor 
ridiculous, becaule it is too general, Men I 
hever Faugh at themlelves; and by confe-F: 
 Uuence they are little ſtruck by this unl- 
verfal ridiculouſnefs which all may be re- 
proackt of, or at leaſt the greateſt number: 
hut their prejudice changes not the nature 
of things, and the il} marching of thelf 
aCtions with their natural Digrfty, for be- 
ing hid from theit imagination, is not the K 
tels rrue, pee 
That which is moſt ſad, is, that MenÞ 
make themfelves now only valued by ways 
which 
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| which would render , them Cidicutous if 
' they could conſider. them as they. on bt; h 
ut. Jet them ſeck. to make themſelves 
eſtcem'd by crimes. ._ 
| We have already faid elſewhere, ' that - 
: [they affix ſcandal unto unfortanate crimes, — 
+ and eſteem unto, crimes which ſucceed. 
They contemn in. a ſingle Man”, F heft 
and Robbery, which lead him unto Pow- 
fer : but they love in a Potentare great 
thefts and ſhining injuſtices, which: con-.. 
dud him to the Empire of the World. 
_- Old Rome is a famous example. of this 
Teuth, it was in its birth a Colony of 
We robbers, who ſought there the impunity of 
| their, crimes. 
It was afterwards a Republick of High. 
- Iway-men, who extended their injuſtices 
+ [through all the earth. Whilſt theſe Robe 
hers do nothing bur ſpoil Paſſengers, ba- 
fih from a little corner of the earth Peace 
and .putlick ſecurity , and eprich them- 
ſelves at the expence of ſvme Perſons whont 
they find in their way: Men give them noc 
' Ftoo koneſt- Nathes, atd they pretend pot 
 Plikewiſe unto glory, but only to impunity : 
Ibut ſo ſoon as by the favour of a bright 
Ipcoſpecity, they ſee themſelves in a' con. 
Gition of firippiog entire Nations, and of 
Iluſtratiog theic inj:ftices ard _rheic fury, | 
in dragging at theic Chariots Princes and 
1 8 Soy crelgns; 
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Sovereigns.; 
Impuniry, they pretend 'to Glory 
dare not only juſtify their famous "Robby 
ries, but they conſecrate them, They al: 


ſemble, as | may ſay, the Univerſe in the 


pomp of their Triumphs, for to Jay out 


the ſucceſs of their crimes, and they opeh 
their Temples, as if that would make Hea. 
ven_ an, accomplice of their Murders ant 
Fiiry.... 

There are beſides an infinite number of 
things, which Men eſteem not, but by re. 
lation they have with ſome of their- weak. 
neſles. Voluptuouſneſs makes them ſome- 


times find Honor in a debauch. The rich are 
debtors to thedefires of the poor for the} 


conſideration which they find in the World, 
"Might draws its. price in part from a cet- 


tain power of doing what it will, whichis| 


the moſt dangerons Preſent which Can ever 
be made unto Men. . Honour and Dignity 


graw theic principal luſter from our am-ſ 


bition ; and ſo it ray þe ſaid moſt cer- 
tainly, "that the moſt part of things. are 


not glorious but becauſs'y Wwe are irregular;y 
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there is no, more queſtion of 
, they 


IT 


ity 


are 


lar;Y 
underftanding,- or to moral vircues- which 


wah SAM MT at ed 4 es OM F as i. EMI oe an ds et 1. a wr Sachs aan” we q 4 4 
GEE nt MEE, EG Mr AL " I WL CONES oe 3 Ve He N- ir. pp OR TIO 17 a. 5 Ps 7 TY IG. x - 
Eat IS Bae ch, bt #53 "bei PS 9 W E VC F :, 5 Sv vg, 
Cf Was - 4-0 4 1 w2 LT II 
A & 44 AY 
PEN * 
4 
» { mm Y 
he 
” 
Þ £ 
= od A wey, #\ 
i © 7 Lu % k 
my 


/ Anity appears enough in allcheſe things, 
in Man to make himſelf valuable by ad- 


 ſaſceptible in him, neither of eſteem nor 
"ey of contempt, or things which render us 


we are, and that which we ought to. be, 


{the - compoſition of Man, 
hich is called perſonal Merit, 
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Wherein is continued the gggmination of 
the charaiters of the vanity of Men. 


without our being at too much trou- 
ble to find it. For what blindneſs is not this 


vantages, which compoſe not the merit of 
his Perſon, or by the things which are not 


ridiculous, id ſhewing the extreme diſpro- 
portion that there is between that which 


or in fine by-criminal things,-and by con- 
ſequence ellentially ſhameful, 

But it ſeems then that there may be 
another judgment made of the qualities of 
the Sou}, which are reduced to the intel- 
keftual qualities which" appertain to the 


appercain to che hearr, becauſe thar che 
one and the other enter in ſome ſort into ' 
and make that 
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_N evertheleſs, when we ſhall confider 
things nearer we thall find that there 
wants very much, of thoſe. true ſprings 
-of Glory, which are commonly imagin- 
ed therein, When it ſhall be granted tothe 
Philoſophers, "who have choſen this kind 
of. advantages for , fo make themſelves 
elteem'd, that there is ſomething more 
pure in their pretended Glory, than that, 
that fortune and the prejudices of the vul- 
gar afix unto exterior Goods, we ſhall 
convince them -of vanity, and it may be 
that -at bottom they will appear little 

more reaſonable than the reſt of Men. 
The natural qualities are the Memory, £1 
the Mind, and the Judgment ; the aquir'd 
qualities are either the Sciences, or the | 1, 
- Arts, and in general, the knowledge of ex- | «+, 
perience, or. ſpeculations which adorn our | | 
Mind, in. making it know that which it Þ þ, 
knew not before, or which ſerve to the | 
uſe of lite. Memory" 15 In a manner count- || .., 
ed for nothing in matter of vain-glory. J ;, 
Men do not pretend that this: is a very 
great means for to. make themſelves valu- 
able; that which ſhews it, is that they 
think they may boaſt of their having agood | ,, 
memory, without too, much want of Mo- F ... 
 deſty, and they fear not doing themſelves 
wrong in acknowledging that they have 
SOUnGAPCE ; the caule mult be attributed is, : 
Whos f | 5. 
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to this, that their being in Man two ſorts 
of Faculties, the inferior and the ſubaltern 
Faculties, and the Faculties which dire& 
and Govern ; we naturally make more ac» 


*count of the Faculties which govern, than 


of the Faculties which ſerve, ſuch is the 
memory, which does nothing but furniſh 
Memoirs to the underſtanding: beſides, 
we have heard ſay that there. are diyers 
Appartments in the mind of Man, and that 
when he ſivells one he ſeldom fails of 
ſtreightning the others ; it. is therefote be- 
liev'd that in wanting of Memory, he ſhall 
appear tochave Wit and Judgment, - It 
general it is certain that he acknowledges 
not his faulrts, but either to acquire to - 
himſelf a glory, by the merit of that ac- 
'knowledgment which he eiteems - more 
than the quality which . he acknowledges 
he has not, or for. to appeaſe the pride of 
others by an apparent humility, and for 
to oblige them by an artificial difigtereſs- 
ment to render the juſtice which is due 
to him. ' 

Men value themſelyes much for Wit, and 
as little for Memory z that appears both by 
the ſenſibility which they ſhew, when they 
are reproacht with the want thereof,and by 
the delicate precautions their modeſty 
takes, fot to ſhew that they have it with- 


| Out boaſting, A Man who ſhould fay | 3 
WD... have / |} 
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have a. great deal of Wit, would be inſup- 
portable to others ; but he: ſhould ſay 
nevertheleſs, but what he ordinarily thinks. 
But he muſt diſpuiſe his Thoughts, and en- 
| deavour to obtain a praiſe unto which he 
ſeems not to aſpire. 

Without doubt Manis debtor enough to 
| this ſort 'of vanity; becauſe that he owes 
to it a great many agreeable productions, 
without counting the pleaſure which he , 
takes in the converſation of Perſons, who 
act or ſpeak by this motive : but ſometimes 
likewiſe this vanity becomes diſagreeable 
and tireſome. | 
© From whence comes the habit Men take t 
of contradicting in converſation; if it be ti 
not from a ſecret deſire that they have of | q 
. perſwading that they have more light than t] 
others, and that they underſtand better | ,, 
than they the things they ſpeak of, or at A 
teaſt from a ſtrong pexſwaſion that the tl 
have in themſelves. .They contradict thoſe | ., 
more voluntarily . than others, who take | 4 
the aſcendant in company, becauſe that for ns 
pride they cannot ſuffer the pride of |} 
them who think themſelves more enlight- - | |, 
ned than others they will contradict more | ;; 
freely in a numerous company, where there 
are {ceveral witnefles of what they ſay, than 

jv hen they are face to face, with a perſon 
wich whom they cannot enter into Ccon- 

$ teſtation,, 
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teſtatzon -without diſadvantage, becauſe he 


Will be Judge and Party at the ſame time. 


And it happens likewiſe that they contra- 
di&, when they have no great marter to 
ſay, for when they cannot ſhew their Wir, 
they endeavour at leaſt to oppoſe the glo- 


| Iy of thoſe who ſeek to make theirs ap. 


pear, It is unto this ſame. principle that 
we attribute the liberty which the greateſt 
part of Men give themſelves, of condemn. 


' 1ng the conduct of their Superiors, in that 
| there is without doubr injuſtice and blind- 


neſs z there is injuſtice, becauſe they judge 
of that which they know not, and which 
they cannot know, it not being poſlible 
that private Men, who are not entred in- 
to the Counſels of thoſe that Goyern them, 


ſhould know if it be not very imperfect, 


the reaſons which-theſe latter have for 
what they do. I add that there is blind. 
neſs; becauſe that it is ordinarily ſeen that 
thoſe very perſons who ereCt themſelves 
as Judges and Cenſors of the actions of 
their Maſters, make pitiful favlts, a4 ſoon 
as they are calPd themſelves unto ſome hike 
employ ; and how ſhould they not make, 
faults, becauſe they caanot form a juſt and 
right judgment upon all that they. ſee , the 
great rule forthe commopalty of Mankind, 
being that they are always to blame when 


they are miſerable, and that they are al- 
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-- Ways worthy of eſteem and” praiſe, then 
- when they are favour'd with fortune, who 
know'not nevertheleſs that there is an un- - 
happy ability, which they confound with 

_ ipnorance, and a happy ignorance which 
obtains the plory' of abikty. 1 will fay 
more; and boldly maintain it, that there 
are few great events which are due to the 
prudence of Men. 4t is the concourſe of 
circumſtances which makes the good for- 
tune of great actions, there are Heroes of 
fortune, if I dare expreſs my ſelf thus, and. 
which are likewiſe greater in number than 
the Heroes of merit, 

Beſides the Wit taken for this vivacity 
of imagination, which makes us conceive 
- things: with fire, and makes vs produce 
them with facility, has a fort of incompa- 
fibility with the - judgment : 1t happens 
rarely but that theſe impetuous imaginati. 
ons Precipitate'vs inſtead of guiding us. 
They are the falſe Lights, which lead us 
rowards Precipices. ' The wit to define it 
in a word, is an inſtrumentin the hand of 
the Paſſions to do great faults. | 

I fay not the ſame thing of the Judg- 
ment, which is .without doubt of all the 
intellctual qualities the moſt eſtimable, 
We ate certainly deceiv*d, when we at- 


tribur great things. to the: Wit; It is not. ' 
the-Wir, but the Judgment which governs 
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/ States, which diſciplines | Armies, whictkt 
excels in negotiations,” which ſucceeds in 
Axts and Sciences: but.' not for to- make 
two qualities fight which 'are in no wiſe 
oppoſite, it muſt be faid,. that Wit- is 
the perfeQion of the Judgment, and-Judg- 
ment in its tarn the+ perfedtion of Wit; 
with this difference nevertheleſs, that Judg: 


ment without the Wit is ſomething, where: 


as Wit without Judgment, is muck; "_ 
worth than nothing, 

That which deceives:/the vreateſt part 
of Men, is that they imagine upon a'po- 
pular prejudice , that Wit is rare, and 


| that good Senſe is very- common ; and it 


is juſt quite contrary; the'Wit which ima- 
eines, which "invents, which likewiſe.re. 
fines, and which ſubtilizes 'in all things+is 

Coinmon” enough : but good':Senſe w ich 
compares, which examines, which weighs, 


which conſiders the tenets and tendency 


of things, and determins not but when if 
has good reaſon to determine, is the mold 
rare thing in the World. 

Almoſt all Men have Wit, there is not 
even a paſſion which doth-not inſpire Men 
therewith, and even Wine it ſelf fome- 
times pives them vivacity : but there Is 
hardly a Man-who wants not Judgment , 


becauſe there is hardly any one, who de- __ 
| fires that which is truly profitable to him 
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from that which: imports him not. They 
may have a good Senſe it. the choice of 
the [means which they imploy 3- but they - 
have = in that -of the end which hay” 


mon even in the World Vivacity makey! 
the/Hair-brain*d, -and Judgment perſons 


truly; able; it is/no. wonder-if it be found 
Ln Religion, that-good' Senſe believes, and 
Wit ts incredulous; that-is - becauſe the 
latter determines upon the leaſt appear- 
ances, without ſtaying for any more,where- 
a5the Judgment compares and examines all 
things before it determins. 

 Tne LearnedMen- have io vain endea- 
voured: to gain a veneration for Know- 
ledge, by the intereſt which they have of 
making that reſpe&ed, which diſtinguiſh- 
esi'them from- others; IJ know not if 
in attracting the vain approbation of the 
vulgar, they have found the ſecret. of ſa. 
tisfying themſelves. If that be, Vanity 
mult. come to the ſuccor of Science. For 
I pray what does' the greateſt. part of 


thivgs profir, which we ioſtruCt a Man in | 


who' is mage for Eternity 2 What is It. 
that 'the human : Sciences teaches us? the 
Words, the Etymologies, the Dates, the 
Facts which regard us No more, or which 
ſerve.but to ſhew that we know them, the 
_ valg queſtions, either ridiculous or 'dan- 
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ſelves; even they themſelves who knew 


Knowing ones Self. 15 
'gerous, the ſpeculations without end, an 


nfigity. of- fiftions. and lies, and -almoſt 
. | nothing that is profitable tous, and with 
{| which our Soul-mighr nouriſh ic ſelf. How 
}.comes this beſides, that the greateſt part 


of Men know theſe things in ſo, troubled 
and confuſed a manner ; that theſe pre- 


| tended knowledges ſerve but to ca(t-them 


into wandring ?'\Qne need - but have the 
confuled Idea ,of things and a great 
deal of- vanity,- for to be perpetually in 
error; and it, is; certain-that ordinary 
Learning gives.the one and the other, for 
it is impoſlible to give afiy diſtinction un- 


' toknowledges whichare hudled in ſogreat 


a number z and it generally . happens that 
they puff up themſelves by the acquiſition 
of this dark booty, as if they. had reaſon 
to facilitate themſelves with the acquiſiti. 
ons of new. . prejudices and. new errors ; 
aud as if the-, abundance of. knowledge, 
which hinders- the juſtneſs . and rightneſs 
of:the Judgment, were as much worth- as 
their clearneſs and their diſtintion, which 
produces an eflect quite oppoſite. . Ja.that 


they make advantage of the error of. the _ 


vulgar who are uſed to confound theſe 


j things: but impoſe them not on. people 


truly able and enlightned, neither have 
they reaſon to. be too well ſatisfied them. 
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beſt what they know, who joyn natural | in 4 
qualities'to acquir'd, and' who have ac. Re! 
_ enſtomed themlelves to' refine by the'es- 
aneb of a diligent meditation the know. | 
ledges which clouds the brain of others 
by their confuſion,” gain” not” at bottom'a 
greater fruit of their Studies, than't6 
know how much the knowledge of Man is | 
bounded, they find themſelves' ſurrounded 
on all fides by impenetrable Abyſles ; they | of 
cannot go one ſtep without finding a diffi. | for 
culty, the 'number-of their diſtin& knows | fre 
tedges little :- beſides, thefe knowledges | ke 
are as it were buried in almoſt an infinite | we 
number of prejudices and errors”, *from | It 
_ which they mult 'be ſeparated; and"'that_ | Tal 
which is more ſad ſtill, is, that if the-know- | Re 
ledge of this charaQer enlighten theit | Ju 
Mind more than others, it'js not ſeenthat | kn 
they ſerve more;at leaſtwiſe'ordinarily; ts | cel 
the ſatisfattion of the Heart,” There | are, | G 
faid-an- Antient, who know 'meerly' for | 
to know, its the effect of an unprofitable Þ ra 
curioſity. There are ſome who acquire Know. | ſti 
ledge for to acquire Hotors or Riches, it ira || th 
frameful wraffick.;, in fine, there are ſome who || Tit 
Ryor for to make their Knowledge appear, it, th 
#s the effeft of a very great vanity. as 
In fine, it may be faid, that ordinary 
Science is unprofitable in nature, dange- 
Fous oiten enough in ſociety, pernicious | 
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in the Heart,..and almoſt ever mortal in 
'Religion 3 it -is unprofitable -in Nature, 
you may reaſon. upon the cauſe of Storms, 
.and of Sickneſs, upon the nature of Time 
-and the certainty of deatli - but you can- 
'not avoid any thing of all this. It is often 


dangerous in Society, becauſe that there- 


| in itexcites Troubles and'Diſorders. From 


'thence it camethat Azguſt#s in the dranght 
of Politicks,. which he left to- his Succeſ- 
ſors, would have them baniſh Philoſophy 
from the Republick, becauſe that the drun- 
kenneſs of their pretended Wiſdom was 
wont to make them contemn Authority. 
It is dangerous in the Heart, fince it gene- 
Tally coſts us our ps. and mortal in 
Religion, becauſe that it fets it ſelf ap for - 
Judge of Revelation, and would haye us 
know by our-ſelves, that which Faith per. 
ceives not - but upon the teſtimony, of 
God. DTS ATA 

The incredulous Triumph in that they 
rarely ſee people of an extraordinary di- 
ſtinguiſhr condition believe that which 
'the vulgar believes in regard to the myſte., 
ries of Religion. Let them not deceive- 

themſelves ; the objection' is not fo ſtrong 
as they imagine. For a knowing Man is nor, 
for to-define him exactly, but a'M9n who, 
has more errors and 'prejudices -than other. - 

much the more -- 
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-dangerous, as: he Is at a;greater diſtance 
from knowing them by the preyentions of 


_his Pride; his great Reading furniſhes the | 
materials of his Ecrors, gin furniſhing him | 


with confuſed Ideas, and his great vanity 
\Eives ther Form, in changing the confus'd 
Ideas into diſtin Ideas, and his leaſt coh- 
jectuces into ſo many demonſtrations. + 

It appertains not but to the immortal 
Man, to take away all thoſe faults from or. 
dinary Science, | for making uſe thereof In 
reſpect of Eternity, 1t may be faid that he 
conſecrates the leaſt Knowledges 1a direCt. 
ing-them to ſo great an end, that themo. 
deration which is 1n the movements of his 
Heart, leaves a-/great diſtinion in his 
Ideas; that he heaps not up-'the Know. 
ledges, but that he chnſes them 3 that he 
trafficks not for time, that which he can- 
-make- uſe of -for Eternity z that his 
Heart puffs not it ſelf up with the Science: 
but: that rhe Science draws its perfection 
from the relation which it hath wirh the 
ſublime proſpects and motionsof his Heart; 
that his Light inſtead of troubling Socie- 
ty, procures Good and Peace by the pro- 
ſpe&t of that Eternal] Society which we 
muſt have with God ; and that in fine he 
makes not the Honour and PerfeCtion of 
his Wit, to conſiſt in independancy, which 
elevating him above the revelation of 
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Knowing ones Self. 189 
God, ſubjets him to the prejudices of 
Men, or to the il}afions of his own vanity; 
but that , he believes to have known all 
things, when he has known chat which, it 
hath pleaſed God-to teach him for his 
good. 

It would remain that we ſhould value 
our ſelves for human Virtues, as Courage, 
Intrepidity, Strength, Liberaliry, Magna- 
nimity.: but this would be to know the 
Heart of Man but il}, ro take them for 
the true ſprings of Glory. We would not 
ſay, that they came always from the ex 
ceſs of corruption : but we would not like- 
wiſe ereCt them for true ſprings of Eſteem. 

- For in fine, What is Virtue inthis Seciſe ? 
It is a Sacrifice of the leſſer paſhons to the 
greater; it is for to ſacrifice our other Af- 
fetions, unite Pride and the love of Glory. 

Libearlity i is not, as we have already re- 
markr, buta commerce of Self. love, which 
prefers the glory of giving, before all that 
It gives. 

Co:uſtancy but a vain oſtentation of the 
force of the Soul, and a deſire to appear 
above ill fortune, 
 Undauntedneſs, but an Art for to hide 
Fear, or to ſtrip it ſelf of irs own weak- 
neſs. 

Magnanimity, but a deſi ire of ſhewing 
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The love of ones. Country - which - h4 
made the fineſt charater of the Antieaz 


Heroes, was but a hidden way that theig |! 


Self-loye took for to gain Eſteem, Glory 
and Dignity. 
Sometimes likewiſe it was an Ambition 


diſguiſed under Honourable and: Reverend 


Names. 


The Vengeance of Cicero, the Ambition 
of Augu uſfus, the Intereſt of Lxcullus had. 


been ull receiv'd , of the Romans, if they 
had appear*d under their true form, they 
muſt give them for pretext the love of 
their Country. 

There likewife haye been occaſions, 
wherein Men having ſome conſuſed Idez 
of their Excellence, and ſeeking natural 


Grandeur, have turn'd themſelves on all 


tides for to give unto their Actions, ard 
unto their Condudc, an end worthy of that 
which they thoughr of their PerfeCtions* 
but wanting Directions they have turn'd 
towards falle Objects. Bratus offers unto 
Vircue, and repents thereof, Cato ſacrifices 
unto. his Country, and takes not notice 
that under the fine' name of Country 


whe? he adores, he labours for a ſocie- - 


y of Robbers and Uſurpers ; and that if 


K f ' confus d Idea of publick be glorious | 


im, the diſtin& ldea ought to cover 
mhto hiconfuſion, 
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-In a word, there is in human Virtnes, 


a fallity which leaps into-the Eyes. of all 


the world, which hinders Men from eſteem= 

ing them - without extravagance. Again, 
was there more of good faith in the in- 
jaſtice of thoſe Heroes, whom crimes have 
enobled, and injuſtice-render?d celebrate 
and illuſtrious. They ſacrificed all- to 
themſelves, as if all were there own; Alex- 


Lauder is aliving expreſſion of this irregu- 


hrity. After the manner that. this furions 
Prince acted, . one would ſay that he Pre» 
tended that all things were Made for his 
Pleaſure and his Glory, and that human 
kind. was of no other uſe, but, for to ſerve 
his'defires. He- fires Cities, he ravages 
Provinces ; he-overturas Thrones , and, 


' makes Powers his ſport, as if the Nations 


were but a little duſt. before him, ls it to, 
be fuffer'd, that a Man ſhould make unto, 
himſelf Sacrifices,- which he ſhould” have a. 
horror to offerto the greateſt of his Gods. 
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Of the two laſt charafters of Pride, which 
are Ambition” and Contempt of 6 ones. 
Neighbour. 


H E exceſſive love of Eſteeni 'pro- 
duces another irregularity, which is 
Ambirion, becauſe that the roo violent paſ- 
fion we have making our ſelves eſteem. 
ed by others, makes vs aſpire to all that 
which may make us appear upon an ethi- 


nent Theatre, whilſt we are confounded - 


with the croud, others ſhare with us the 
reſpeQs of the Publick, we muſt get out 
of their company for to draw attention. 
Our Superiority requires for us preferen. 
ces of Conſideration and Eſteem, it 1s that 
which makes vs ambirous of ir. 

Every one boaſts ofexcelling in his pro- 


feſlion, how indifferent foever it be, and: 


that not becauſe they love the excellency 
for the excellence ir ſelf : but becauſe they 
would be more conſider*d than others. 
Thoſe who expoſe themſelves to War, love 
not the great ny" but diſtinguiſhe 
Glory, * 
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| hnwigs ones s Self. 11 33 
becauſethe AiſtinQtion which 
of Actions, may be. either 
po” ax; to ' or not tobe - 
4 4 peroetr to the view of all t the World, our 
bh Heart is with Paſſion amhitious of another 
, | ſort of elevation, which. is inconteſtable, 
| -and-acknowledg'd, by every one, it is thar 
of Grandeur, of bignity and. i 
cording to the remark which we have 
« | ready made. . 
- | Self-love is particularly oy - th 
when it ſees that thoſe whom. it fear'd as 
its Rivals in vain-glory, court ls, and put 
themſelves i in.a depen on. it. 
q It is inchanted with the power which 
| ſubmits them to it, and loves them ſo much 
jp the more, iathat it fears them not as com- 
+ | petitors : byt the ſame ſeqcimert of Pride © 
which makes us love thoſe who ſubmit theni- 
- {elves to our Empire, makes us hate the 
neceſſity of the latter, which puts them 
}. | in our ependency, and giyes them ſo great 
4 | feryptation to hateus, that there is nothing 
y but an eminent and heroick Virtue on our 
y | part, which can force them to hide their 
- { maljgnity. 
\ Fn fine, the {ſame reaſon which makes: us 
ſeek tro elevate our ſelves above oth 
| -Lot to be apy longer in. an obſcucity, and 
+ Ja # confuſi ion, which i lp ns from be- 
5 taken notice of, in BR; vs with the 
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_ RP rr nem robe-artthuta 
obly mh 'out”tifalignity”, which' Satyt- antl 
Comedy gives" ns” TE ought” likewiſe" th | 
be-attributed.to our Pride, We' are*ra. 
viſhe* with” 'the' ſceiſg® others” abaſed, 

. They ate ſo many” perſons who go" -oit 
of the rank of” thoſe-who may aſpite"to 
Glory with'us': we take pleafore ju all 
to -Y then ridicaldet pane that there | * 
is" not an” abaſerent” ſcarce greater than | * 
this; which is mote without” return, 
Men haying "ſhame toeſteem them! whow 
they have formerly ſcoff?d, © 
_ Whence comes it that Men who ne- 

" avgh."to'ſee a" Stone or a+ Horſe 
Fall, can” hardly- forbear when they ſee 
a Man fall, ſince the one 'is not with. 
ont doubt more ridiculotis than the other ?” 
Tt is becauſe there is nothing'in our Hearts 
which' intereſles us in the fall of. a Beaſt, 
when as there is ſomething inus which in- 


rereſſes'us in ſuch a'manner in' the abaſe." | | 


ment of other Men, that even the rely 


Image of that abiſement affords vs en l Ha 
fire. We think lo- lavgh innocently, a L | 


\N "Dans we | I95 
'| ways, :and WE e's”; without 
4 crime, MY 
1 10g Gabe: 51h 
1 this!/contempt7 Ny arp Wi 
| is called Infolence;cHaughtineſs,-or Fieree 
peldy according) asme have-fatiohjectiour 
periors,our:lnferiors,or ons Equals. We 
| | ſeek forto abaſethofe more who-are theld)y 
- | ns;thinking toeleyate ourrſelyes proportio, 
 nably as they ' deſcend lower ; or #or to 
ones our equals,::toger eurielves/put 
rank of-thetn;otrevenito:cat down 
; | our'Superiours ;| becanſe/ they eaſt. a hate 
; | updmus by theingrandeur; 6A. Pride "be: 
| | trays iti ſelf! viſibly::in 2this : »fovi$ others 

; 

1 


are gn-! objeft vf:contempr, whyarc ime 
ambitious - of their ieſteern? -or if! theio 
| eſteem beworthy:of forming the trongeſk 
1 | paſſion of, our - Soils, how .cam:1we;.con- 
- | temn them? Should ;notthis be; that the 
. | contempt of our Neighbour i is rather af 
. | feted: than true,” We interview: his Gran- 
e | eur, ſince his eſteem apprats:of\ ſo, great 
1. 

? 


{ [ralue'ro us: but; we make all oun:cefforrs 
for:to hide it to do Hanour to;our felves.. 
'+From thence ſprivgSlanderings , Ga» 
| [hanies, impoifoned: : Praiſes, Satyr,) Ma- 
lignity and Eovy. -It:is-true.that this hides 
> litſelt with an/extream ca are, becauſe that 
g | ps 2 forced confeſſion of ;Merir;;ior iof 
omes,, which:\,we. make of. others,” - 
© 2 and 


erous, heca 5 that which goes tne 

oſt  dire&ly againſt the ;o0d of Society, 
which is the end unto”: the love of. 
eſteem relates by the intention of Naturey 
ic is likewiſe that which renders Men molt 
odions, ' 

When two Men are ſeen, one whoa. 
ſhews \Vanity, and Preſumption ; andthe 
other ſeens not” to be: able to ſuffer this 
Pride;we may reckon boldlythat the fats 
ter is" tainted more dangerouſly: with this 
fault than the other'z for it is not but be: 
cauſe he has Pride 'that he perceives the 
Pride-of the other ; and 'beſides, it- is a 
leſs criminal effeft of Pride to preſume too 
much of ones elf, than td abuſe ones 
neighbour. : 

Preſumption and Confidence are a fort 
of Drunkenneſs for our Soul : but Hatred, 
Envy, and Malignity are then as madneſs, 
Envy is an implacable Sentirnent, 'you may. 
impoſe filence upon'itby your good deeds, 
and-by your. civilities,” but you ſhall not | 
betid ity it will live as/lovg as your Me». | 
rit ſhall-ſubſiſt; ic wi i} ps you the grea- |: 
teſt injuries it received of you; andat wor 4 
time will efface the remembrance ; ou 
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' Envy and Flattery. are two faults alto- 

gether oppoſite, :the Firſt ſhews an. a 

Parent..contempt: for others, which, his 
an effeQtive eſteem. For, Envy? at bot 
js a Sentiment which does Honour, it di- 
rects not it ſelf but towards that which it 

| does eſteem; it lives. by Merit, and dies 


zempt, ſince it is barn but from the ſup- 

poſition-of the weakneſs of him whois the 

object. So one may ſay that there' are Sa, 
yrs which praiſe very much, and  Pane- 
gyricks: very qutragious. Alexander ſees 

not in the intoxication of his 'vanity, that 

the . Macedonian ſtiffneſs 'does him more 

Honor: than the Jdolatry 'of the Perfpans, 

- he ' is nevertheleſs much obliged to his 
_ io- that they would not laugh at 

m, 79} 

' It is eaſy to judge by all that' we have 
| faid hereupon,' how | odious and-deteſta- 


1 ble a fault Pride is, for-all its irregulari- 


ties are moſt criminal, The exceſlive love 
of Eſtegm.makes us overthrow) Nature 1t 


4 elf, in*changing--the end into'-means, 
1. and the tmeans into the end, for '{ince the 
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not but with it; whereas flattery hides 
|- under an apparent eſteem the trueſt con- 
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to _ of Society ; Is it Hot againſt Nas 
turgthdoMen ſhould att;as if:they were 
in:the; Wotld:'but :for .to |be- eſteem 

| ption. -blitids us that: -we way. not 
knokithat; which is truly. eſtimable in 


our-ſe]ves3 it being certain that thatwhieh |} 
were! is-infinitely-above: that | which we | 
think-we are, and thar {our true-»perfedi- 


ous merit! much-more-che attention: of our 
Soul, than theſe-imaginary qualities which 
we! fallly boaſt 'of poſſeſſing. Vanity whick 
Ties-it' elf to the falſe ſprings of Glory, 
makes us. loſe the fighc..of the true andiſo- 
lid: fouridations:of, Honour, which are Piety 
and the: Fear of .:God:::/Phe:-Contempt 
which we have |for:our »Neighbour, is a 


Contempt which {purts up-neceliarily.upon 
our'felyes,. becauſe we ate-but lictle:duffes - 


rent from Beafts ;-if it be'true that we are 
ſo diffetent from others,; and: that,.the di- 
ſtin&tion of Pride deſtroys all the Ideas of 
our'natutal Dignity. 

But beſide theſe defects, there is one 
more hid in pride ; 
of -all'; 


_ Slory of God himſelf; Our: Perfe&tions 


are Talents which God truſts us withal 
| The (profit. Jof- 


for to: make them valuable. 


onitlier tacarr ns oO :. 


which'is the-greateſt - 
It is that it makes 'us ufurp the. 


then. which: reſults; is the Glory which-we ./ 


_— to attribute vnco him as, being his 
goody 
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8: but Pride; Injuftice, or rather this Ho 
ledge with robs" all, reſpedts'mnot | 

n the Rights of 'God; than thi * Rights 

of Men:" A | the regard-which it hath for 
the' Divinity, is, that itidares'not own the 
1 lnjuſtices ich it does ic, and. that it has 
1f'much horror for its Shcriledges, that” 
it'dare not ſet them in the light, nor make 
Reaſon a Complice. It may ' be concly. 
ded from all that we have faid upon the 
ſahject, that Pride as well as \Corruption 

iy general, is alwoſt equal'in'all the Men . 
in the World; in ſome it manifeſtsit ſelf 
more, in others it is thore hid. All Men 
do not think equally of making themſelves 
eſteem*d, becauſe there are a great many 
[unto whom Poverty gives 'more prefling 
| occupations: but I know not, if it may not 
od that they have all the ſame bent 
Eſteem ; that this Inclination may be 
hid, and that the Sentiment may be ſuf- 
pended : but that it 1s almoſt the ſame 
thing in all Men, or rather that there is 
no difference but that which Grace makes. 
It may be ſome may ſhow more preſump- 
tion than others : but Pride is not leſs in 
Jeimidity, and in thoſe punCtilions ſhadows 
*Jof a Man, who always fears, either to'do 
" dimfelf wrong, or lelt others ſhould do it 

9 wm, than it IS iN hips open it o 
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'In be, there are tho who are " Mal | "2 
of themſelves, when they are commended; | Ih 
but who gre not at. all, when they are] " 


blam'd.. Modeſty holds good againſt the | 

. impreſſions of flattery : but it is confound- 
td by the impreflion of outrages. Pride. 
maſters its Joy and Its fatisfaction: but.it C| 
cannot command its: Grief and: Reſent. 
ment. 1a fine, there are thoſe who ſeem to] ,- 
elevate themſelves aboye the eſteem of 0 
other Men, and wha would he, they fancy;| "* 
poll LO ſhars the apptobation of the pabe 6 
ick, but penetrate into the motives of this] > 
chagrin Philoſopher,and you ſhall find that "y 
Pride has a great ſhare in him, A Man{ i? 
flld with the Opinion of his own Merit, | 
finds often that Men do not do, him that Ja-[ 
ſtice which is due to him, He mult ſer > 
Mankind upon their ,knees before him, a 
for to take from him his il} humour, a : 
if he be not ayoced; he_is a Man- hater. | | 

It ſeems in fine by this, th $7 Ano A 
Wt the erfors of others, and on tuhons- - 
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rey - many fall 
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34 of nd Sus bh informs them of _ 

%| is {enfleG: in them, becauſe that it is from 

1; | the diſpoſion of their-Hearts that'theſe 

21 creors come. For to. thrs" them of theſe 

{| ituſſons, one mpſt mgderate. the exceſſive | 
 loye of: Eſteem - which reigns. jn- thei”, 

| Hearts; and-there-is: no Other way of de- 

7 | Nipoying the farrer, than to turn cheir'Soul 

«| towards the: Eternal and” Infinite” Good, 

1 the only ſpring of our Happineſs a. cur 

| Glory. ,: 

'Theſv-are the reflexions: which we hed 
to-make upon 'onr Bents, and our molt; ge. 
neral ircegularities, uaril we ſhall” have 
made more particular diſcoveries in the 

; Science of the Heart, which .is ſo fine, ſo" 
important,are ſo worthy of our application + 
In all manners: may it pleaſe God to Blefs 
by his Grace, thoſe which we have made - 

|. In this Writing, and make them ſucceed” 

-tnto his Glory, and to our Eternal Sal- 

Fe [yation, Amen, 
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